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A Bottle of Dew Summary

Author: Sudha Murty

This story is about Rama Natha, the son of a rich landlord who inherited large tracts of

land. Instead of managing his land, Rama Natha was obsessed with finding a magic

potion that could turn objects into gold. Despite being cheated many times, he did not

give up. A sage named Mahipati told him that the potion could be made by collecting five

litres of dew from banana plants he must plant and tend himself. Rama Natha worked

hard for six years, planting banana plants and collecting dew. When he finally brought the

dew to the sage, the sage revealed there was no magic potion. The wealth Rama Natha

gained was from his hard work and his wife Madhumati’s efforts in selling the bananas.

The story teaches the value of hard work over shortcuts or magic.

Key Elements

Themes: Hard work, patience, wisdom, and the futility of shortcuts.

Characters: Rama Natha (protagonist), Madhumati (his wife), Sage Mahipati (wise

man).

Literary Devices: Allegory (magic potion as a metaphor for hard work), moral

lesson.

Important Quotes

“There is no magic potion that can turn things into gold.”

“It was your hard work that created this wealth, not magic.”

Explanation of Key Lines

The sage’s trick of asking Rama Natha to collect dew himself symbolizes the importance

of personal effort. The story emphasizes that wealth and success come from dedication

and labor, not from magical or easy solutions.



Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who was Rama Natha?

What did the sage ask Rama Natha to do to make the magic potion?

Level 2 – Moderate

Why did Rama Natha’s wife worry about him?

Explain how Rama Natha and Madhumati created wealth.

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the moral of the story “A Bottle of Dew” and how it applies to real life.

Analyze the role of the sage in the story and his method of teaching Rama Natha.

Answer Key

Rama Natha was the son of a rich landlord who inherited land but was obsessed with

finding a magic potion.

The sage asked Rama Natha to plant banana plants, tend them himself, and collect

five litres of dew from the leaves.

Madhumati worried because Rama Natha was spending money on chasing the

magic potion and neglecting their land.

They created wealth by hard work: Rama Natha cultivated the banana plantation,

and Madhumati sold the bananas in the market.

The moral is that hard work and patience lead to success, not shortcuts or magic.

The sage taught Rama Natha this lesson through a clever method.

Quick Reference



Hard Work: Consistent effort over time.

Patience: Waiting calmly for results.

Wisdom: Understanding the true value of effort.

Glossary

Tracts of land: Large areas of land.

Potions: Magical liquids.

Dew: Tiny drops of water on leaves formed overnight.

Chant: To repeat words or phrases rhythmically.

The Raven and The Fox Poem Analysis

Poet: Jean de La Fontaine

This fable tells the story of a cunning fox who flatters a proud raven to make him sing

and drop the morsel of food he holds. The fox mocks the raven’s pride and teaches a

lesson about the dangers of vanity and flattery.

Key Elements

Themes: Pride, flattery, cunning, and wisdom.

Characters: Mr. Raven (proud bird), Reynard the Fox (cunning animal).

Literary Devices: Alliteration (e.g., “big beak”), rhyme scheme, personification.

Important Quotes

“Ignore sweet words that make you glow.”

“Pride, my friend, is rather unwise.”



Explanation of Key Lines

The fox’s flattery is a trick to exploit the raven’s vanity. When the raven opens his beak to

sing, he drops the food, showing how pride can lead to loss.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is the cunning character in the poem?

What does the fox want the raven to do?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain why the raven opens his beak.

What lesson does the fox teach the raven?

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze the use of alliteration in the poem and its effect.

Discuss the moral of the poem and how it applies to human behavior.

Answer Key

The cunning character is Reynard the Fox.

The fox wants the raven to sing so he can drop the morsel of food.

The raven opens his beak to sing, forgetting his voice is just a croak, due to pride.

The fox teaches that pride can cause one to lose what they have and warns against

being easily flattered.



Quick Reference

Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words.

Personification: Giving human traits to animals.

Flattery: Excessive praise to manipulate.

Glossary

Perched: Sat on a branch.

Morsel: Small piece of food.

Seek: To look for.

Pride: Feeling superior to others.

Rama to the Rescue Folktale Summary

Origin: Tamil Nadu Folktale

This folktale narrates the story of Rama, the village kotwal (watchman), who protects his

village from thieves. One night, a thief tries to break into a house. The man and his wife

pretend to be asleep but are alert. Rama hears the call for help and rushes to the house.

He catches the thief, saving the couple. The story highlights bravery, vigilance, and

cleverness in protecting oneself and the community.

Key Elements

Themes: Safety, vigilance, courage, and cleverness.

Characters: Rama (village kotwal), the thief, the man and his wife.

Literary Devices: Dialogue, suspense, comic strip storytelling.

Important Quotes



“Somebody is trying to get in.”

“You’re under arrest.”

“The plan worked! We’re saved.”

Explanation of Key Lines

The dialogue builds suspense and shows the importance of alertness. Rama’s timely

arrival and the couple’s cleverness prevent the robbery.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is Rama in the story?

What was the thief trying to do?

Level 2 – Moderate

How did the man and his wife react to the thief’s attempt?

What role did Rama play in the story?

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss how cleverness and vigilance can help in real-life safety situations.

Analyze the use of comic strips in storytelling and its effectiveness.

Answer Key

Rama is the village kotwal or watchman responsible for safety.

The thief was trying to break into the house to steal money.



The man and his wife pretended to be asleep but stayed alert to catch the thief.

Rama arrived promptly, arrested the thief, and saved the couple.

Quick Reference

Kotwal: Village police or watchman.

Vigilance: Being watchful and alert.

Cleverness: Using intelligence to solve problems.

Glossary

Chatter: Talking a lot about unimportant things.

Yard: Open area outside a house.

Closely: Carefully.

Instead: In place of.

Grammar: Present Progressive Tense

The present progressive tense describes actions that are happening at the moment of

speaking. It is formed using the verb “to be” (am/is/are) + verb + ing.

Key Elements

Structure: Subject + am/is/are + verb + ing

Examples: I am studying. She is reading. They are playing.

Usage: To describe ongoing actions happening now.

Common Errors

Incorrect: She reading a book. Correct: She is reading a book.

Incorrect: They is playing. Correct: They are playing.



Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in present progressive: “I ___

(read) a book.”

Choose the correct sentence: “He is playing” or “He playing.”

Level 2 – Moderate

Write sentences describing what you are doing right now.

Convert the sentence “She cooks dinner” into present progressive.

Level 3 – Challenging

Explain the difference between present simple and present progressive tenses with

examples.

Write a short paragraph describing a scene using present progressive tense.

Answer Key

“I am reading a book.”

“He is playing” is correct.

“She is cooking dinner.”

Quick Reference

Present Progressive: Action happening now.

Verb “to be”: am, is, are + verb + ing.



Glossary

Verb: Action word.

Tense: Form of a verb showing time.

Present Progressive: Action ongoing at present.

Grammar: Adverbs

Adverbs modify verbs by providing more information about how, when, where, or to what

extent an action is performed.

Key Elements

Types: Adverbs of manner (how), time (when), place (where), degree (to what

extent).

Examples: He runs quickly. She arrived yesterday. They live nearby.

Formation: Many adverbs of manner end with -ly.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Identify the adverb in the sentence: “She sings beautifully.”

Fill in the blank: “He speaks ___ (soft).”

Level 2 – Moderate

Write sentences using adverbs of time and place.

Choose the correct adverb: “He runs (quick/quickly).”



Level 3 – Challenging

Explain the difference between adjectives and adverbs with examples.

Write a paragraph using at least five adverbs.

Answer Key

Adverb: beautifully

He speaks softly.

He runs quickly.

Quick Reference

Adverb: Modifies verb, adjective, or other adverbs.

Questions answered: How? When? Where? To what extent?

Glossary

Modify: To change or add information.

Adjective: Describes a noun.

Adverb: Describes a verb, adjective, or adverb.


