
Introduction to Ingmar Bergman and His Filmmaking

Ingmar Bergman (1918-2007) was a renowned Swedish film director, writer, and producer

known for his influential and distinctive style in cinema. His films are noted for their

starkness, subtle use of black and white shades, and a brooding presence that permeates

his work. Some of his most famous films include The Seventh Seal (1957), Wild

Strawberries (1958), The Virgin Spring (1960), The Silence (1963), Persona (1967), The

Passion of Anna (1970), and Cries and Whispers (1973).

Bergman’s filmmaking is characterized by a deep exploration of human emotions,

tensions, and conditions, often conveyed through visual rhythms and moods rather than

straightforward narratives. His approach to film-making is both artistic and technical,

emphasizing collaboration, creativity, and the emotional impact of cinema.

Key Elements
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Style: Use of black and white, subtle shades, and sometimes color to emphasize

mood.

Themes: Human condition, emotions, tensions, and existential questions.

Notable Films: The Seventh Seal, Wild Strawberries, Persona, etc.

Legacy: Influential in modern cinema, blending art and storytelling.

Textual Evidence

Bergman describes filmmaking as a process involving moods, rhythms, and sequences

that must be transformed into a screenplay, highlighting the complexity and artistry

involved.

Practice Set

Level 1: Name three famous films directed by Ingmar Bergman.

Level 2: Explain the significance of black and white shades in Bergman’s films.

Level 3: Discuss how Bergman’s films explore the human condition.

Answer Key

Level 1: The Seventh Seal, Wild Strawberries, Persona.

Level 2: The use of black and white shades creates a stark, moody atmosphere that

reflects the emotional and existential themes of the films.

Level 3: Bergman’s films delve into human emotions, conflicts, and philosophical

questions, often portraying complex characters and situations.

Quick Reference

Ingmar Bergman: Swedish filmmaker known for emotional depth and visual style.

Glossary



Montage: The editing technique of piecing together separate sections of film to

form a continuous whole.

Screenplay: The script of a film, including dialogue and instructions.

Childhood Influences on Bergman

Bergman’s early experiences deeply influenced his filmmaking. As a child, he was

sensitive to sensory impressions such as sunlight, sounds, and images, which later

shaped his cinematic vision. His grandmother’s large apartment and the magical effects

of light and sound created vivid mental images that inspired his artistic imagination.

Growing up in a vicarage, Bergman was exposed to life and death, religious themes, and

the concept of good and evil, which he personified through his magic lantern shows. His

first film projector at age ten fascinated him and introduced him to the idea of cinema as

a form of conjuring or illusion.

Key Elements

Sensory Impressions: Light, sound, and images from childhood experiences.

Religious Upbringing: Exposure to themes of life, death, and morality.

Magic Lantern and Film Projector: Early tools that sparked his interest in visual

storytelling.

Textual Evidence

Bergman recalls sitting under the dining-room table, listening to sunshine and watching a

picture of Venice come alive with music and movement, illustrating his early fascination

with visual and auditory effects.

Practice Set



Level 1: What childhood object did Bergman use to personify the devil?

Level 2: How did Bergman describe his first film projector?

Level 3: Explain how Bergman’s childhood experiences influenced his filmmaking

style.

Answer Key

Level 1: A magic lantern with colored glass slides.

Level 2: As a rattling, fascinating machine that was his first conjuring set.

Level 3: His sensitivity to sensory impressions and religious themes shaped his

cinematic focus on mood, atmosphere, and human emotions.

Quick Reference

Childhood experiences of light, sound, and religion influenced Bergman’s artistic vision.

Glossary

Magic Lantern: An early image projector using colored glass slides.

Conjuring: The art of performing magic tricks or illusions.

The Process of Film-Making

Bergman describes filmmaking as beginning with vague, fleeting impressions such as a

remark, a bit of music, or a visual image. These impressions form a mental state filled

with associations and moods, which he carefully develops into a complete film.

The transformation from these impressions into a screenplay is complex. Dialogue is the

most transferable element, but it requires skill to write and interpret. The screenplay

must also convey location, characterisation, and atmosphere, though it remains an

imperfect technical basis for the film.



Filmmaking involves collaboration among many roles, including the director, cameraman,

actors, sound crew, and others, all working together to realize the vision.

Key Elements

Initial Impressions: Vague ideas or moods that inspire the film.

Screenplay Writing: Translating moods and rhythms into dialogue and

instructions.

Collaboration: Teamwork among director, actors, cameraman, and crew.

Technical Tools: Use of clapperboard, camera, boom microphone, etc.

Textual Evidence

The description of a film shoot shows the roles of the clapperboard operator, director,

cameraman, boom operator, and actors, emphasizing the teamwork involved.

Practice Set

Level 1: What is the purpose of the clapperboard in filmmaking?

Level 2: Why is writing dialogue considered a sensitive task?

Level 3: Describe the importance of collaboration in film production.

Answer Key

Level 1: To mark scenes and takes and synchronize picture and sound during editing.

Level 2: Because dialogue must convey rhythm, tempo, and meaning, which are

hard to capture in writing alone.

Level 3: Collaboration ensures that all team members work towards a common

vision, resolving conflicts and achieving the film’s goals.

Quick Reference



Film-making is a complex process starting from impressions to screenplay and teamwork.

Glossary

Clapperboard: A tool used to mark scenes and synchronize sound and picture.

Boom Microphone: A microphone on a pole used to capture sound without

appearing on camera.

Rhythm and Montage in Filmmaking

Bergman emphasizes the importance of rhythm, montage, and the relationship between

shots in creating a film’s emotional and artistic impact. He compares film to music, as

both affect emotions directly rather than through intellectual analysis.

He expresses a wish for a notation system to record the inner structure and rhythm of a

film, which is difficult to capture in a screenplay. The film’s rhythm is vital for continuity

and emotional effect.

Key Elements

Montage: Editing technique that creates rhythm and flow.

Rhythm: The pacing and emotional pulse of the film.

Film vs Literature: Film affects emotions directly, unlike literature which engages

intellect.

Music Analogy: Film is like music in its direct emotional impact.

Textual Evidence

Bergman states, "Film is mainly rhythm; it is inhalation and exhalation in continuous

sequence," highlighting the breathing quality of film editing.



Practice Set

Level 1: What is montage in filmmaking?

Level 2: How does Bergman compare film to music?

Level 3: Why is rhythm important in a film?

Answer Key

Level 1: Montage is the editing process that arranges shots to create a continuous

flow.

Level 2: Both film and music affect emotions directly without intellectual mediation.

Level 3: Rhythm ensures emotional continuity and the artistic flow of the film.

Quick Reference

Montage and rhythm are essential for the emotional impact of films.

Glossary

Montage: The process of selecting and combining shots to form a film.

Rhythm: The pattern of pacing and flow in a film.

Film and Written Literature

Bergman discusses the fundamental differences between film and literature. He believes

that the irrational and complex dimensions of literary works are often untranslatable into

visual film terms, which can diminish the unique qualities of both art forms.

He states that he does not aspire to be an author but a filmmaker, focusing on visual

storytelling through images, rhythms, and characters important to him. He also highlights



the challenges of adapting books into films and the compromises involved.

Key Elements

Differences: Film and literature engage audiences differently; film appeals directly

to emotions, literature to intellect.

Adaptation Challenges: Translating literary works into films often requires many

adjustments.

Filmmaker’s Role: Bergman sees himself as a filmmaker, not an author.

Audience Relationship: Films are made to create reactions; audience

interpretation varies.

Textual Evidence

Bergman says, "Film has nothing to do with literature; the character and substance of the

two art forms are usually in conflict." He also refuses to interpret his films for critics,

allowing personal audience reactions.

Practice Set

Level 1: Why does Bergman believe films and literature are different?

Level 2: What difficulties arise when making films from books?

Level 3: How does Bergman view his relationship with the audience?

Answer Key

Level 1: Because film appeals directly to emotions, while literature engages intellect

and conscious will.

Level 2: Literary works have irrational dimensions that are hard to translate visually,

requiring many compromises.

Level 3: He believes films should provoke reactions and that audience members

have the right to interpret films individually.



Quick Reference

Film and literature are distinct art forms with different modes of audience engagement.

Glossary

Adaptation: The process of converting a work from one form (e.g., book) to

another (e.g., film).

Interpretation: The way an audience understands or explains a work of art.

Significant Persons in Bergman’s Life

Bergman acknowledges several people who influenced his personal and professional

development. His strict middle-class parents provided values such as efficiency and

responsibility, which shaped his work ethic. Mentors like Torsten Hammaren, Alf Sjöberg,

Lorens Marmstedt, Herbert Grevenius, and producer Carl Anders Dymling played crucial

roles in teaching him theatre, filmmaking, scriptwriting, and supporting his creative

freedom.

Bergman values creative integrity and freedom above commercial considerations and

prefers to work in Sweden where he can maintain this independence.

Key Elements

Family Influence: Parents’ values and environment.

Mentors: Theatre and film professionals who guided his growth.

Creative Freedom: Importance of working without compromise.

Textual Evidence



Bergman states, "My only significance in the world of film lies in the freedom of my

creativity." He also describes the importance of being critical of his own work.

Practice Set

Level 1: Name two mentors who influenced Bergman’s filmmaking.

Level 2: How did Bergman’s parents influence his work ethic?

Level 3: Why does Bergman value creative freedom so highly?

Answer Key

Level 1: Torsten Hammaren and Lorens Marmstedt.

Level 2: They taught him efficiency, punctuality, and responsibility.

Level 3: Because compromise would limit his artistic integrity and creativity.

Quick Reference

Mentors and family shaped Bergman’s artistic and professional values.

Glossary

Creative Integrity: Maintaining honesty and originality in artistic work.

Mentor: An experienced guide or teacher.

Challenges in the Film Industry

Bergman describes the film industry as a difficult environment where filmmakers must

balance creativity with commercial pressures. He compares the industry to a “sausage

machine” that can destroy talent and initiative. Failure, criticism, and public indifference

are harsh realities that affect filmmakers deeply.



Despite these challenges, Bergman continues to work with dedication, emphasizing the

importance of artistic freedom and the struggle to maintain it.

Key Elements

Commercial Pressure: Need for films to be financially successful.

Artistic Struggle: Balancing creativity with industry demands.

Emotional Impact: Effects of failure and criticism on filmmakers.

Textual Evidence

Bergman says, "The brutality of the industry is undisguised—yet that can be an

advantage." He also notes the pain of failure and public indifference.

Practice Set

Level 1: What are some challenges faced by filmmakers in the industry?

Level 2: How does Bergman describe the film industry?

Level 3: Why is artistic freedom important to Bergman?

Answer Key

Level 1: Commercial pressures, criticism, failure, and public indifference.

Level 2: As a ruthless machine that can destroy talent but also push artists.

Level 3: It allows him to create without compromise and maintain his artistic vision.

Quick Reference

The film industry is challenging but requires artistic freedom for true creativity.



Glossary

Commercial Pressure: The demand for financial success in art.

Indifference: Lack of interest or concern from the public.

Cathedral Building Metaphor in Art

Bergman uses the story of the Cathedral of Chartres to illustrate his view of art as a

collective, humble, and timeless effort. The cathedral was rebuilt by many anonymous

people working together, symbolizing how art should be created for a greater purpose

rather than individual fame.

He believes art lost its creative drive when separated from worship and became focused

on individualism and ego. Bergman aspires to be one of the many artists contributing to a

grand, collective work, regardless of personal beliefs.

Key Elements

Collective Creation: Art as a shared effort beyond individual recognition.

Humility: The artist’s role is to contribute, not seek fame.

Critique of Individualism: Modern art’s focus on ego limits creativity.

Textual Evidence

Bergman says, "I want to be one of the artists in the cathedral on the great plain,"

emphasizing his desire to contribute meaningfully to art.

Practice Set

Level 1: What does the story of the Cathedral of Chartres symbolize?



Level 2: How does Bergman view modern individualism in art?

Level 3: Explain Bergman’s artistic aspiration using the cathedral metaphor.

Answer Key

Level 1: Collective, anonymous effort to create something lasting and meaningful.

Level 2: It causes isolation and stifles true creativity.

Level 3: He wants to contribute humbly to a grand artistic tradition, like building a

cathedral.

Quick Reference

Art is a collective, humble creation beyond individual ego.

Glossary

Metaphor: A figure of speech comparing two unlike things.

Individualism: Focus on the individual’s importance over the group.

Interview with Umberto Eco on Filming Books

Umberto Eco, a distinguished intellectual and novelist, shares his views on the challenges

of adapting complex literary works into films. He explains that while his novel The Name

of the Rose was a serious and layered work, the film adaptation could not capture all its

meanings.

Eco expresses concern that film adaptations influence how readers imagine the story,

which can be painful for authors. He also discusses the unpredictability of a book’s

success and the differences between literary and cinematic storytelling.



Key Elements

Complexity of Literature: Multiple layers of meaning in novels.

Film Adaptation Limits: Films cannot capture all literary layers.

Author’s Concerns: Influence of films on readers’ imagination.

Success of Literature: Unpredictable and sometimes mysterious.

Textual Evidence

Eco says, "A film cannot select all the layers," and that he asked his publisher not to sell

film rights to protect the novel’s integrity.

Practice Set

Level 1: What is Umberto Eco’s view on film adaptations of books?

Level 2: Why did Eco ask his publisher not to sell film rights?

Level 3: How does Eco explain the success of The Name of the Rose?

Answer Key

Level 1: Films cannot capture all the layers of meaning in books, limiting their depth.

Level 2: Because film adaptations influence readers’ imagination and interpretation.

Level 3: The success is a mystery and depends on timing and audience readiness.

Quick Reference

Film adaptations have limits; authors worry about preserving literary depth.

Glossary



Adaptation: Changing a work from one form to another.

Layer: Different levels of meaning in a text.

Language Work: Grammar and Vocabulary

This section focuses on understanding sentence structure and vocabulary related to

filmmaking.

Grammar: Sentence Structure

A sentence consists of a subject and a predicate. For example, in the sentence "My

grandmother had a very large old apartment in Uppsala," the subject is "My

grandmother" and the predicate is "had a very large old apartment in Uppsala." The

predicate contains the verb and the object, along with modifiers and adjuncts.

The sentence can be broken down into parts such as determiners, nouns, verbs,

adjectives, intensifiers, prepositions, and adjuncts, each playing a specific role in

conveying meaning.

Vocabulary: Film Industry Terms

Script: The written text of a film including dialogue and instructions.

Project: A planned film production.

Montage: Editing technique combining shots.

Flashback: A scene set in an earlier time than the main story.

Stage Prop: Objects used on stage or set.

Footlights: Lights at the front of a stage.

Practice Set

Level 1: Identify the subject and predicate in a simple sentence.

Level 2: Define the term "montage" in filmmaking.



Level 3: Analyze the sentence "My grandmother had a very large old apartment in

Uppsala" by labeling its parts.

Answer Key

Level 1: Subject is who or what the sentence is about; predicate tells what the

subject does.

Level 2: Montage is the editing process that arranges shots to create a continuous

film.

Level 3: Subject: "My grandmother"; Predicate: "had a very large old apartment in

Uppsala" with modifiers and adjuncts as explained.

Quick Reference

Sentence = Subject + Predicate; Film terms include script, montage, flashback.

Glossary

Subject: The person or thing the sentence is about.

Predicate: What is said about the subject.

Determiner: Words that introduce nouns (e.g., a, the, my).

Intensifier: Words that strengthen adjectives or verbs (e.g., very).

Adjunct: Additional information in a sentence (e.g., in Uppsala).

Writing Skills: Screenplay Format

Writing a screenplay involves organizing a story into scenes with clear descriptions and

dialogues. A typical screenplay format includes:

Title: Name of the play, movie, or video.

Actors: List of characters involved in the scene.

Scene Number: Identifies the specific scene.



Description: Visual and action details of the scene.

Dialogue: The spoken lines of the characters.

This format helps writers and directors organize the narrative and guide actors and crew

during production.

Practice Set

Level 1: List the main parts of a screenplay format.

Level 2: Write a short screenplay for a simple episode using the format.

Level 3: Explain the importance of clear descriptions and dialogue in a screenplay.

Answer Key

Level 1: Title, Actors, Scene Number, Description, Dialogue.

Level 2: (Sample screenplay written by student.)

Level 3: Clear descriptions and dialogue ensure smooth production and help actors

understand their roles.

Quick Reference

Screenplay format organizes story into scenes with description and dialogue.

Glossary

Screenplay: The script of a film or play.

Dialogue: The spoken words of characters.

Description: Details about setting and action.


