
Memories of Childhood Introduction

Memories of Childhood is a chapter from the Vistas textbook that presents two
autobiographical extracts by Zitkala-Sa and Bama. Both narrators are women who faced
social discrimination during their childhoods—Zitkala-Sa experienced racial
discrimination, while Bama faced caste discrimination. The chapter explores their early
experiences of oppression and their resistance to the harsh cultural norms that
marginalized them. Despite their young age, both girls were aware of the injustices around
them and used their education and talents to challenge these social evils.

Theme

The central theme is the prejudice and humiliation faced by marginalized communities
from mainstream society. It highlights how both girls, through courage and education,
fought against oppression and discrimination.

Title Significance

The title Memories of Childhood is significant because it reflects how the childhood
experiences of these women shaped their identities and attitudes towards social injustice.
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The chapter conveys the harsh realities of racial and caste discrimination and the
importance of resilience and education in overcoming social barriers.

Practice Set

Level 1: What are the two types of discrimination discussed in the chapter?
Level 2: How did Zitkala-Sa and Bama respond to the discrimination they faced?
Level 3: Discuss the significance of education in the lives of Zitkala-Sa and Bama as
portrayed in the chapter.

Answer Key

Level 1: Racial discrimination (Zitkala-Sa) and caste discrimination (Bama).
Level 2: Both girls resisted the discrimination; Zitkala-Sa rebelled against having her
hair cut, and Bama studied hard to overcome caste barriers.
Level 3: Education empowered both girls to challenge social norms and gain respect,
helping them fight oppression through knowledge and writing.

Quick Reference

Two autobiographical extracts
Racial and caste discrimination
Childhood experiences of oppression
Resistance through education and talent

Glossary

Rebellious: Resisting authority or tradition.
Herder: One who looks after a herd of animals.
Humiliated: Made to feel ashamed or lowered in dignity.
Provoked: Caused a strong emotional reaction.



The Cutting of My Long Hair Summary

This extract narrates Zitkala-Sa's painful experience on her first day at a boarding school
where her long hair, a symbol of her cultural identity, was forcibly cut. The setting is cold
and unfamiliar, with strange customs and language. Zitkala-Sa feels lost and
uncomfortable. She learns from her friend Judewin that the pale-faced woman intends to
cut her hair, which is a humiliating act in her culture. Zitkala-Sa tries to hide but is caught,
tied to a chair, and her hair is shingled, a style associated with cowardice. This event
symbolizes the suppression of her identity and freedom.

Key Elements

Theme: Cultural oppression and loss of identity.
Characters: Zitkala-Sa (narrator), Judewin (friend), pale-faced woman (authority
figure).
Literary Devices: Symbolism (hair as cultural identity), imagery (cold, snow, bare
trees), and personification (soul losing peace).

Textual Evidence

"Her long hair was shingled like that of a coward! No one came to comfort her." This line
highlights the humiliation Zitkala-Sa faced.

Solved Example

Question: What does the cutting of Zitkala-Sa's hair symbolize?
Answer: It symbolizes the forced assimilation and loss of cultural identity imposed by the
boarding school authorities.

Practice Set

Level 1: Describe Zitkala-Sa's feelings on her first day at the boarding school.



Level 2: Explain the significance of the hair-cutting incident.
Level 3: Analyze how Zitkala-Sa's resistance reflects her character.

Answer Key

Level 1: She felt uncomfortable, confused, and lost her peace and freedom.
Level 2: The hair-cutting was a humiliating act meant to suppress her cultural
identity.
Level 3: Her attempt to hide and refusal to submit show her courage and rebellious
spirit.

Quick Reference

First day at boarding school
Forced hair cutting
Loss of cultural identity
Resistance and humiliation

Glossary

Shingled hair: A hairstyle associated with cowardice in the text.
Indignities: Treatment that causes one to feel shame or loss of dignity.

We Too Are Human Beings Summary

This extract is Bama's autobiographical account of caste discrimination she faced as a
child. Although she was unaware of the term 'untouchability,' she experienced its effects
daily. The journey from school to home was long due to social barriers. She observed
various street entertainments and market activities but was also exposed to humiliations,
such as a low-caste man having to offer food to a landlord without touching it. Her brother
Annan explained the caste system's harsh realities and encouraged her to study hard to
overcome these indignities. Inspired, Bama excelled academically and gained respect.



Key Elements

Theme: Caste discrimination and the struggle for dignity.
Characters: Bama (narrator), Annan (older brother), landlord, elder from the street.
Literary Devices: Imagery (street scenes), irony (humiliation disguised as respect),
and symbolism (education as empowerment).

Textual Evidence

"The rich forget that others are also human beings." This line emphasizes the injustice of
caste discrimination.

Solved Example

Question: How did Bama's brother influence her attitude towards caste discrimination?
Answer: Annan explained the caste system's injustices and motivated Bama to study hard
to gain respect and overcome social barriers.

Practice Set

Level 1: What did Bama observe on her way home from school?
Level 2: Describe the incident involving the food packet and its significance.
Level 3: Discuss how education helped Bama fight caste discrimination.

Answer Key

Level 1: She saw street entertainments, markets, and social activities.
Level 2: A low-caste man had to offer food to a landlord without touching it, showing
caste-based humiliation.
Level 3: Education empowered Bama to gain respect and challenge caste barriers.



Quick Reference

Childhood experiences of untouchability
Street scenes and social observations
Caste-based humiliation
Education as a tool for empowerment

Glossary

Untouchability: Social practice of ostracizing a group by caste.
Provoked: Caused a strong emotional reaction.


