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Introduction to Lost Spring

Lost Spring is a poignant story written by Anees Jung, a renowned Indian author and
journalist. The story is an excerpt from her book titled Lost Spring: Stories of Stolen
Childhood. It highlights the harsh realities faced by impoverished children in Indiq,
focusing on the ragpickers of Seemapuri and the bangle makers of Firozabad. Through
vivid narration, Anees Jung exposes the exploitation and destitution that rob these
children of their childhood and dreams.

Theme

The central theme of Lost Spring is the loss of childhood due to poverty and exploitation.
The story portrays how children like Saheb-e-Alam and Mukesh are forced into labor,
losing their innocence and opportunities for education. Despite their grim circumstances,
the narrative also hints at a faint hope for change and resilience.

Title Significance

The title "Lost Spring” symbolizes the lost vibrancy and optimism of childhood, which is
often associated with the spring season. Instead of enjoying the joys of youth, millions of
children are trapped in hazardous work environments, deprived of education and
happiness. The story reflects on how poverty and societal traditions perpetuate this cycle
of exploitation.



Key Terms

e Ragpicker: A person who collects rags and waste materials from streets or garbage
heaps to earn a living.

e Perpetual state of poverty: A never-ending condition of poverty.

e Barefoot: Without any footwear.

¢ Vicious: Cruel or harmful, often describing a cycle that is difficult to escape.

Practice Set

e Who is the author of Lost Spring?
e What does the title "Lost Spring"” signify?

e Describe the living conditions of the ragpickers in Seemapuiri.
e Explain the significance of Saheb-e-Alam’s name in the story.

e Analyze how poverty and tradition contribute to the exploitation of children in the
story.
e Discuss the role of hope and resilience as depicted in Lost Spring.

Answer Key

e Answer: Anees Jung is the author of Lost Spring.



e Answer: The title signifies the loss of childhood joy and optimism due to poverty and
exploitation.

e Answer: The ragpickers live in mud houses with tin roofs, lacking basic amenities like

sewage and running water. They survive by collecting garbage and have no access
to education.

¢ Answer: Saheb-e-Alam means “Lord of the Universe,” which contrasts with his poor
and deprived life, highlighting the irony of his situation.

e Answer: Poverty forces children into labor to support their families, while traditions
and caste systems trap them in these roles, making escape difficult.

e Answer: Despite hardships, the story shows glimpses of hope through the children’s
dreams and the author’s efforts to bring awareness.

Quick Reference

Author: Anees Jung

Setting: Seemapuri and Firozabad

Main Characters: Saheb-e-Alam and Mukesh
Themes: Poverty, exploitation, lost childhood, hope

Glossary

Exploitation: Taking unfair advantage of someone.

Destitution: Extreme poverty.
Furnace: A device used for heating, often in industries like bangle making.

Karma: The belief that one’s actions determine their future fate.



Summary of Lost Spring

The story begins with the author meeting Saheb-e-Alam, a young ragpicker who searches
through garbage every morning. Despite his name meaning "Lord of the Universe,” Saheb
lives a life of poverty and hardship. He has no access to education and works to support
his family, who migrated from Bangladesh after floods destroyed their home.

Saheb dreams of playing tennis and even receives a pair of discarded tennis shoes, but
his reality confines him to ragpicking and working at a tea stall for a meager wage. His
childhood is lost to labor and survival.

The author then visits Firozabad, known for its bangle-making industry, where she meets
Mukesh. Mukesh’s family has been involved in bangle making for generations, living in
poor conditions and suffering health issues like blindness due to the hazardous work
environment.

Mukesh'’s family believes in destiny and karma, accepting their suffering as
predetermined. Despite their hard work, they remain trapped in poverty, exploited by
middlemen and ignored by authorities. The story highlights the vicious cycle of poverty
and exploitation that these children and their families endure.

Key Elements

e Saheb-e-Alam: A young ragpicker who dreams of a better life but is trapped in
poverty.

e Mukesh: A boy from a family of bangle makers, suffering from the harsh realities of his
inherited occupation.



Child labor and exploitation

Poverty and its impact on childhood
Tradition and destiny

Hope amidst despair

Symbolism: The title "Lost Spring” symbolizes lost childhood and hope.
Irony: Saheb’s grand name contrasts with his impoverished life.
Imagery: Vivid descriptions of the ragpickers’ and bangle makers’ living conditions.

Important Quotes and Explanation

‘Sometimes | find a rupee in the garbage.” — This line reflects Saheb'’s harsh reality
and the small hopes he clings to.

‘I want to drive a car.”— Mukesh's simple dream highlights the innocence lost due to
poverty.

Practice Set

Who are the two main children featured in the story?
What work does Saheb do?

Describe the living conditions of Mukesh'’s family.
What does Mukesh’s grandmother believe about their suffering?



e Explain how the story portrays the cycle of poverty and exploitation.
e Discuss the significance of education as presented in the story.

Answer Key

e Answer: Saheb-e-Alam and Mukesh.
e Answer: Saheb is a ragpicker who collects garbage to earn money.

e Answer: Mukesh'’s family lives in dilapidated houses near furnaces, working long
hours in hazardous conditions causing health problems.

e Answer: She believes their suffering is due to karma and destiny, and cannot be
changed.

e Answer: The story shows how poverty forces children into labor, and traditions and
social systems trap them in these roles, making escape difficult.

e Answer: Education is shown as a beacon of hope that could break the cycle of
poverty, but lack of access keeps children trapped.

Quick Reference

¢ Main Characters: Saheb-e-Alam, Mukesh
e Settings: Seemapuiri, Firozabad
e Key Themes: Poverty, child labor, exploitation, hope

Glossary



e Furnace: A device used for heating, often dangerous in industrial work.
e Middlemen: People who exploit workers by controlling trade and profits.
e Destiny: The belief that life events are predetermined.



