
A Roadside Stand Summary

"A Roadside Stand" is a poem that highlights the harsh realities faced by poor, rural people
who try to earn a living by selling their goods at a roadside stand. The poem contrasts
their difficult lives with the indifferent and insensitive attitude of city dwellers who pass by
without stopping or even acknowledging their struggles. The poet expresses deep
sympathy for these impoverished people and draws attention to the unequal
development between cities and villages, which leads to dissatisfaction and unhappiness
among rural inhabitants.

Key Elements

Theme: The poem reflects on the deprivation and neglect faced by rural people and
their desire for acceptance and economic support from city dwellers.
Message: It is a plea for compassion and assistance for the helpless individuals who
work hard but see no improvement in their lives.
Form and Style: The poem consists of 56 lines divided into 6 stanzas, with a
sympathetic tone and an abab rhyme scheme.
Literary Devices: Transferred epithet, personification, alliteration, and oxymoron are
used effectively to convey the poem's themes.

Textual Evidence

The poet describes the roadside stand as "pathetically pled" for some money, highlighting
the desperation of the owners. The "polished traffic" passes by with a "mind ahead,"
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showing the indifference of city people. The phrase "greedy good-doers, beneficent
beasts of prey" criticizes those who pretend to help but actually exploit the poor.

Solved Example

Question: What is the significance of the phrase "selfish cars" in the poem?

Answer: The phrase "selfish cars" is a transferred epithet that refers to the car owners who
stop at the roadside stand not to buy anything but to ask for directions or other favors. It
highlights the lack of genuine concern for the roadside sellers and their plight.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is the main theme of "A Roadside Stand"?
Who are the "greedy good-doers" mentioned in the poem?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the use of personification in the line "the sadness that lurks behind the open
window there."
How does the poet contrast city life with rural life?

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the poet's attitude towards the government and social service agencies as
depicted in the poem.
Analyze the significance of the rhyme scheme abab in enhancing the poem's tone.



Answer Key

Main theme: The poem highlights the struggles of rural people and the indifference of
city dwellers.
Greedy good-doers: Those who pretend to help the poor but exploit them.
Personification: Sadness is given human qualities to emphasize the emotional pain of
the roadside sellers.
Contrast: City life is comfortable and indifferent, while rural life is harsh and
neglected.
Attitude towards authorities: The poet criticizes them for exploiting and neglecting the
villagers.
Rhyme scheme: The abab pattern creates a rhythmic flow that underscores the
poem's sympathetic tone.

Quick Reference

Theme: Rural poverty and urban indifference
Form: 6 stanzas, 56 lines, abab rhyme scheme
Tone: Sympathetic and critical
Key devices: Transferred epithet, personification, alliteration, oxymoron

Glossary

Transferred Epithet: A figure of speech where an adjective is transferred from the
noun it logically belongs to another noun.
Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things.
Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words.
Oxymoron: A combination of contradictory terms.
Ambience: The atmosphere or mood of a place.
Overwhelm: To cause someone to feel strong emotion.


