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The Ailing Planet Summary

"The Ailing Planet” is an article written by Nani Palkhivala that highlights the urgent
environmental issues facing the Earth. It discusses the rise of the Green Movement, which
began in the early 1970s, and the shift from a mechanistic to a holistic and ecological view
of the planet. The article emphasizes that the Earth is a living organism with vital
processes that must be respected and preserved. It introduces the concept of sustainable
development, which means meeting present needs without compromising future
generations’ ability to meet theirs.

The article warns about the depletion of the Earth's principal biological systems—fisheries,
forests, grasslands, and croplands—due to human activities. It highlights the rapid loss of
forests, the dangers of overpopulation, and the failure to enforce environmental laws,
especially in India. The author stresses the need for a global responsibility to protect the
environment for future generations, quoting Margaret Thatcher and Lester Brown to
underline that the Earth is borrowed from our children, not inherited from our ancestors.

Key Elements

e Green Movement: A global environmental movement started in 1972 focusing on
ecological awareness.

¢ Holistic and Ecological View: Seeing the Earth as a living organism with
interconnected systems.

¢ Sustainable Development: Development that meets current needs without harming
future generations.



e Environmental Degradation: Loss of forests, overfishing, and depletion of natural
resources.

e Population Growth: Rapid increase in human population affecting resources and
environment.

¢ Legal and Ethical Responsibility: The need for laws to protect the environment and
ethical stewardship.

Textual Evidence

"The earth'’s vital signs reveal a patient in declining health.”

"We have not inherited this earth from our forefathers; we have borrowed it from our
children.”

"The world’'s ancient patrimony of tropical forests is now eroding at the rate of forty to fifty
million acres a year.”

Solved Example

Question: What does the notice ‘The world’'s most dangerous animal’ at a cage in the zoo
at Lusaka, Zambig, signify?

Answer: The notice signifies that humans are the most dangerous animals on Earth
because of their destructive impact on the environment. The cage contains a mirror,
reflecting the viewer, to make people realize their role in environmental degradation and
the need to change from domination to partnership with nature.

Practice Set



e Define sustainable development in your own words.
e List the four principal biological systems of the Earth mentioned in the article.

¢ Explain the shift from a mechanistic to a holistic view of the Earth.
e Why is population growth considered a major factor affecting the environment?

e Discuss the role of industry in the Era of Responsibility as described by the author.
e Analyze the statement: "No generation has a freehold on this earth. All we have is a
life tenancy — with a full repairing lease.”

Answer Key

¢ Sustainable development means development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.

e The four principal biological systems are fisheries, forests, grasslands, and croplands.

¢ The shift to a holistic view means seeing the Earth as a living organism with
interconnected systems rather than as separate parts.

e Population growth increases demand for resources, leading to environmental
degradation and unsustainable use of natural systems.

¢ Industry must prioritize environmental performance and act as responsible stewards
to ensure sustainable development.

e The statement means that humans do not own the Earth permanently but are
caretakers responsible for maintaining it for future generations.

Quick Reference

e Green Movement: Environmental awareness and activism starting in 1972.
¢ Sustainable Development: Balancing present needs with future resource availability.



e Environmental Degradation: Damage to forests, fisheries, and land due to human
activity.

e Population Growth: Rapid increase affecting resource consumption.

¢ Legal Responsibility: Laws exist but need enforcement to protect the environment.

Glossary

¢ Holistic: Considering the whole rather than just parts.

e Sustainable: Capable of being maintained over the long term.
e Languish: To suffer neglect or remain in a state of hardship.

e Decimated: Destroyed or reduced severely.

e Catastrophic: Involving great damage or suffering.

¢ Transcending: Going beyond ordinary limits.

Childhood Poem Analysis

"Childhood" is a reflective poem by Markus Natten that explores the loss of innocence and
the transition from childhood to adulthood. The poet questions when childhood ends,
suggesting it is marked by realizations about the world and people around us. The poem
expresses a sense of nostalgia and longing for the simplicity and purity of childhood,
which is described as hidden in an infant’s face.

Key Elements

e Theme of Loss: The poem deals with the loss of childhood innocence and wonder.

¢ Individuality and Rationalism: The poet realizes his own mind and thoughts are
unique.

e Hypocrisy of Adults: Adults preach love but often do not act lovingly.

¢ Poetic Devices: Repetition of the question "When did my childhood go?" emphasizes
the poet’s search for understanding.

Textual Evidence



"Was it the time | realised that adults were not all they seemed to be, they talked of love
and preached of love, but did not act so lovingly?”

‘It went to some forgotten place, that's hidden in an infant’s face.”

Solved Example

Question: What does the poet mean by saying "Was it when | found my mind was really
mine"?

Answer: The poet means that growing up involves realizing that one’s thoughts and beliefs
are independent and unique, not just inherited from others. This marks a step towards
individuality and rational thinking.

Practice Set

¢ |dentify the stanza that talks about the poet’s realization of individuality.
e What is the poet’s feeling towards childhood?

e Explain the significance of the repeated question "When did my childhood go?" in the
poem.
¢ Discuss the theme of hypocrisy as presented in the poem.

e Analyze how the poet uses imagery to convey the loss of childhood.



e Write a short essay on the process of growing up as described in the poem.

Answer Key

e The third stanza talks about individuality and rationalism.

e The poet feels nostalgic and somewhat mournful about the loss of childhood.

e The repeated question emphasizes the poet’'s confusion and search for the moment
when innocence was lost.

e The poem highlights that adults often do not practice the love they preach, showing
hypocrisy.

e The poet uses the image of a forgotten place hidden in an infant’s face to symbolize
the innocence and purity of childhood that is lost with growing up.

e Growing up involves gaining independent thought but also losing the simplicity and
innocence of childhood.

Quick Reference

Theme: Loss of childhood and gaining individuality.
Imagery: Infant’s face as a symbol of innocence.
Repetition: Emphasizes the poet’'s questioning.
Hypocrisy: Adults’ contradictory behavior.

Glossary

Hypocrisy: Pretending to have virtues one does not possess.

Individuality: The quality of being unique and independent.
Rationalism: The practice of basing opinions on reason and knowledge.

Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses.



