
Essay Writing Introduction

Essay writing is a composition on a particular subject consisting of more than one
paragraph. It is a common form of writing in the CBSE English syllabus for classes 6 to 12.
Writing an essay involves expressing ideas clearly and logically on a given topic. Most
students find it difficult to begin writing, but this can be made easier by brainstorming
ideas either individually or in groups, and organizing thoughts before writing.

For example, if the topic is 'Hobbies', one can start by writing the word 'Hobbies' in the
center of a sheet and then jot down related ideas around it. This method helps in
gathering points that can later be expanded into sentences and paragraphs.

Brainstorming helps in collecting ideas such as hobbies being useful, creative, refreshing,
educative, and a source of friendship. These points form the basis of the essay content.

Key Elements of Essay Writing

Unity: The essay should focus on the main subject, with all parts clearly linked to it.
Coherence: There should be a logical sequence of ideas, sentences, and paragraphs.
Relevance: Only important information related to the topic should be included.
Proportion: More space should be given to important ideas.
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Example of Brainstorming on Hobbies

Points such as hobbies being free-time activities, matters of personal choice, interesting,
refreshing, and helpful in personality development can be expanded into sentences to
form paragraphs.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

List five hobbies you enjoy and write one sentence about each.

Level 2 – Moderate

Write a short essay on the importance of hobbies in daily life.

Level 3 – Challenging

Write an essay explaining how hobbies contribute to personality development and
social skills.

Answer Key

Students should include clear definitions, examples, and explanations linking hobbies to
personal growth, creativity, and social interaction. Sentences should be coherent and
relevant to the topic.

Quick Reference



Start with a clear introduction.
Use brainstorming to gather ideas.
Maintain unity and coherence.
Include relevant examples.
Conclude by summarizing main points.

Glossary

Brainstorming: A method of generating ideas by writing them down as they come.
Unity: All parts of the essay relate to the main topic.
Coherence: Logical connection between ideas.
Relevance: Importance and appropriateness of information.
Proportion: Balance in the length of different parts of the essay.

Essay Structure and Analysis

Understanding the structure of an essay is crucial for writing effectively. A well-organized
essay typically includes an introduction, body paragraphs explaining benefits or points, a
discussion of disadvantages or counterpoints, and a conclusion summarizing the ideas.

For example, the essay "The Importance of Games" is structured as follows:

Introduction: Introduces the topic and its general importance.
Benefits: Discusses health benefits and moral benefits of playing games.
Disadvantages: Addresses potential dangers and alternative ways to keep fit.
Conclusion: Summarizes the points and gives a balanced opinion.

Key Elements of Essay Structure

Introduction: Presents the topic and sets the tone.
Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph focuses on a specific aspect or argument.
Conclusion: Wraps up the essay by summarizing and providing closure.



Textual Evidence

In the essay "The Importance of Games," the writer quotes the Duke of Wellington: "The
Battle of Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Eton," to emphasize the significance of
games beyond mere play.

The Olympic motto, "The important thing in playing is not the winning or the losing, but the
participation," is used to highlight the moral lessons learned through games.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Identify the main parts of the essay "The Importance of Games."

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the benefits of games as described in the essay.

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the disadvantages mentioned and how the writer balances the essay.

Answer Key

Students should mention the introduction, benefits (health and moral), disadvantages,
and conclusion. Benefits include physical fitness and sportsmanship. Disadvantages
include overemphasis on winning and alternative fitness methods. The conclusion
balances these points.



Quick Reference

Introduction sets the topic.
Body paragraphs develop ideas.
Conclusion summarizes and closes.

Glossary

Introduction: The opening paragraph of an essay.
Body Paragraph: Paragraphs that develop the main ideas.
Conclusion: The final paragraph that summarizes the essay.
Sportsmanship: Fair and generous behavior in sports.

Essay Writing Activity and Sample Topics

To practice essay writing, students should select topics and follow the structured
approach of brainstorming, organizing ideas, writing drafts, and revising. The following
topics are suggested for practice:

Himalayan quake 2005
Those who can bear all can dare all
Fascinating facts about water
Public health in transition
Human population grows up
Success begins in the mind
Think before you shop

Additionally, students can write essays on social themes such as the "Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao" scheme, focusing on prevention of gender-biased sex selection, survival and
protection of the girl child, and ensuring education and participation.

Practice Set



Level 1 – Easy

Write a short essay on "Fascinating facts about water."

Level 2 – Moderate

Write an essay on the importance of public health in transition.

Level 3 – Challenging

Write an essay on how you can contribute to the "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao" scheme.

Answer Key

Essays should have a clear introduction, body paragraphs with relevant points, and a
conclusion. For social themes, students should mention objectives, importance, and
personal contributions.

Quick Reference

Choose a topic and brainstorm ideas.
Organize ideas logically.
Write clear paragraphs.
Conclude effectively.

Glossary

Brainstorming: Generating ideas freely.



Draft: A preliminary version of writing.
Revision: Reviewing and improving the essay.
Social Theme: A topic related to society and community.


