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* His First Flight Summary
* Black Aeroplane Summary

His First Flight Summary

The story "His First Flight" by Liam OFlaherty narrates the journey of a young seagull who is
afraid to fly. While his siblings have already taken their first flights, the young seaguill
remains on the ledge, hesitant and fearful. His parents encourage him to fly, even rebuking
and threatening him with hunger if he does not attempt to fly. Despite their efforts, he
remains motionless for twenty-four hours.

Eventually, driven by hunger and the desire to reach his parents, the seagull attempts to
dive for food. Though he falls with a scream, he soon discovers the ability to spread his
wings and soar. Overcoming his fear, he experiences the joy of flying and joins his family
over the sea. However, when he tries to stand on the water, he sinks and feels fear again,
but his family supports and praises him.

Key Elements

e Theme: Overcoming fear to gain independence and confidence.

e Characters: The young seagull, his parents, and siblings.

e Lliterary Devices: Symbolism of flight as freedom; imagery of the sea and sky;
personification of the seagull's emotions.

¢ Important Quotes: "He was so mad with hunger that he dived at the fish.”; "He was no
longer afraid.”

Textual Evidence and Explanation



The seagull's hesitation and fear are shown through his refusal to fly and his pretending to
sleep to avoid his parents’ attention. The turning point is when hunger forces him to act,
symbolizing how necessity can overcome fear. His joyous scream upon flying represents
triumph and newfound confidence.

Solved Example

Question: How does the young seagull overcome his fear of flying?

Answer: The young seagull overcomes his fear when hunger compels him to dive for food.
Although he falls initially, he instinctively spreads his wings and learns to fly. The support
and encouragement from his parents and siblings also help him gain confidence.

Practice Set

e Level 1 - Easy: Why was the young seagull afraid to fly?

e Level 2 — Moderate: Describe the role of the seagull's parents in encouraging him to
fly.

¢ lLevel 3 — Challenging: Explain the symbolism of flight in the story and how it relates to
independence.

Answer Key

e Level I: The young seagull was afraid because he had never flown before and feared
the unknown.

e lLevel 2: The parents motivated the young seagull by calling him, rebuking, and
threatening him with hunger to encourage him to fly.

¢ Level 3: Flight symbolizes freedom and independence. The young seagull's journey
from fear to flying represents gaining confidence and self-reliance.

Quick Reference



Fear and hesitation prevent the young seagull from flying.

Parental encouragement is crucial.
Hunger acts as a catalyst to overcome fear.

Flight symbolizes independence and joy.

Glossary

Rebuked: To criticize harshly.
Threatened: Feeling insecure or warned.

Ledge: A narrow cliff or edge.
Joyous: Full of joy.

Scraps: Small pieces or fragments.

Black Aeroplane Summary

‘Black Aeroplane” by Frederick Forsyth is a suspenseful story about a pilot flying an old
Dakota aeroplane at night over France, heading back to England. The pilot is calm and
dreaming of his holiday with family. He communicates with Paris control and follows their
instructions. Suddenly, he encounters storm clouds that block his path and damage his
compass and radio, leaving him lost in the storm.

In the darkness, he sees another black aeroplane without lights flying beside him,
signaling him to follow. Trusting this mysterious pilot, he follows for half an hour until he
safely lands on a runway just as his fuel runs low. However, when he looks for the other
aeroplane, it has vanished. The control tower operator confirms no other plane was in the
sky, leaving the pilot to wonder who helped him.

Key Elements

e Theme: Courage, mystery, and faith in the unknown.

e Characters: The pilot (narrator), the mysterious black aeroplane pilot, and the control
tower operator.

e Literary Devices: Suspense, imagery of storm and darkness, symbolism of the black
aeroplane as a guardian or supernatural helper.



¢ Important Quotes: "'The old aeroplane jumped and twisted in the air.”; "He was
wonder-struck.’

Textual Evidence and Explanation

The storm clouds are described as "black mountains,” creating a threatening atmosphere.
The loss of compass and radio heightens the tension. The appearance of the black
aeroplane without lights symbolizes an unknown protector guiding the pilot to safety. The
pilot's wonder at the end emphasizes the mysterious nature of the experience.

Solved Example

Question: What role does the black aeroplane play in the story?

Answer: The black aeroplane acts as a mysterious guide that helps the lost pilot navigate
through the storm and land safely, despite the pilot's loss of instruments and fuel.

Practice Set

e Level 1 - Easy: Where was the pilot flying when he encountered the storm?

¢ Level 2 — Moderate: How did the pilot react when he saw the black aeroplane?

e Level 3 — Challenging: Discuss the significance of the black aeroplane and its
symbolism in the story.

Answer Key

¢ Level I: The pilot was flying over France, heading back to England.

e Level 2: The pilot was glad to see the black aeroplane and decided to follow it,
trusting it to guide him.

e Level 3: The black aeroplane symbolizes a guardian or supernatural helper,
representing hope and guidance in times of danger and uncertainty.



Quick Reference

Pilot faces danger flying through a storm.

Loss of compass and radio increases tension.
Mysterious black aeroplane guides pilot to safety.

Story ends with a sense of mystery and wonder.

Glossary

e Twisted: Coiled or wound spirally.
e Compass: An instrument used to determine direction.



