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The Making of a Scientist Summary

This lesson narrates the inspiring story of Richard H. Ebright, a remarkable scientist whose
childhood interests and persistent efforts led him to significant achievements in scientific
research. From a young age, Ebright was fascinated by collecting butterflies, fossils, rocks,
and coins, which laid the foundation for his future scientific pursuits. Encouraged by his
mother and teachers, he developed a deep curiosity and dedication that propelled him to
conduct real experiments from the eighth grade onwards. His work on butterflies,
especially on the development of wing scales and cell division, earned him numerous
awards, including the first prize at the International Science Fair. Besides science, Ebright
was also skilled in debating, canoeing, and photography.

Key Elements

¢ Childhood Interests: Collecting butterflies, fossils, rocks, and coins.

e Encouragement: Support from his mother and teachers was crucial in nurturing his
scientific curiosity.

¢ Scientific Achievements: Conducted experiments on butterflies, studied cell division,
and won international awards.

¢ Other Talents: Debating, canoeing, and photography.

Textual Evidence

"His mother was a source of inspiration for him right from his childhood and always
encouraged him to have a wonderful collection of fossils, rocks, coins and butterflies in his



room."

"He soon started winning awards after awards. He then realised the importance of cells
and showed how a cell would divide and develop into normal butterfly wing scales.”

Solved Examples

QIl: How did Richard Ebright’s childhood interests influence his career?

Answer: Ebright’s childhood interests in collecting butterflies, fossils, and coins sparked his
curiosity about the natural world. This early fascination, supported by his mother and
teachers, motivated him to pursue scientific experiments and research, ultimately shaping
his career as a scientist.

Practice Set

e Who was Richard H. Ebright?
e What were some of Ebright’s childhood hobbies?

e Explain the role of Ebright’s mother in his scientific development.
e Describe one scientific achievement of Richard Ebright mentioned in the lesson.

¢ Discuss how persistence and dedication contributed to Ebright’'s success as a
scientist.



Analyze the importance of early encouragement in shaping a scientist’'s career, using
Ebright’s story as an example.

Answer Key

Ql: Richard H. Ebright was a scientist known for his research on butterflies and cell
division.

Q2: His childhood hobbies included collecting butterflies, fossils, rocks, and coins.
Q3: Ebright’s mother encouraged his interests by supporting his collections and
scientific curiosity, which helped him pursue research confidently.

Q4: One achievement was winning the first prize at the International Science Fair for
his work on butterfly wing scales and cell division.

Q5: Persistence allowed Ebright to continue his experiments despite challenges,
leading to significant discoveries and recognition.

Q6: Early encouragement, as seen in Ebright's case, provides motivation and
confidence, which are essential for success in scientific fields.

Quick Reference

Richard H. Ebright: Scientist inspired by childhood interests.

Key Qualities: Curiosity, persistence, dedication.

Support System: Mother and teachers.

Achievements: Experiments on butterflies, awards, scientific discoveries.

Glossary

Fossils: Mineralised remains of plants or animals.

Canoeist: A person who races in a canoe.

Persistence: Continued effort despite difficulties.

Cell Division: The process by which a cell divides to form new cells.



