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My Childhood Summary

"My Childhood" is an autobiographical chapter by A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, where he narrates
his early life experiences in Rameshwaram. Born into a middle-class Muslim family, Kalam
describes his parents as kind, generous, and hospitable people who lived a simple life in
their ancestral home on Mosque Street. Despite limited education and wealth, his parents
instilled strong values of honesty, self-discipline, and kindness in him.

During the Second World War, young Kalam took initiative to earn money by collecting
tamarind seeds and assisting his cousin in newspaper distribution. His family respected all
religions and celebrated festivals together, reflecting communal harmony. Kalam'’s
friendships with children from different religious backgrounds, such as Ramanandha
Sastry, highlight the unity and mutual respect among them.

The chapter also recounts incidents of social discrimination Kalam faced, such as being
asked to sit separately in school due to religious differences. However, these were
challenged by his friends’ families, promoting messages against communal hatred and
social inequality. Another episode involves Kalam's science teacher's wife initially refusing
to serve him food due to religious segregation, but later changing her attitude after
observing Kalam's respectful behavior.

Finally, Kalam's father supports his decision to pursue further studies away from home,
emphasizing the importance of giving children love without imposing rigid thoughts.

Key Elements



e Themes: Childhood memories, commmunal harmony, kindness, social equality,
education, and personal growth.

e Characters: A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, his parents, cousin Shamsuddin, friends Ramanandha
Sastry, Aravindam, Sivaprakasan, and his teachers.

e Setting: Rameshwaram, during the period of the Second World War.

e Lliterary Devices: Anecdotes, descriptive narration, and real-life incidents to convey
moral lessons.

Important Quotes and Explanation

‘They lived in their ancestral house on Mosque Street.”— This line emphasizes Kalam's
rootedness in his family heritage and community.

‘He inherited the qualities of honesty and self discipline from his parents.”— Highlights the
influence of parental values on Kalam's character development.

‘The teacher apologised and reformed himself."— Demonstrates the triumph of justice and
the rejection of communal hatred.

Practice Set

e \Where was Abdul Kalam born?
e What qualities did Kalam inherit from his parents?
e Who were Kalam's friends?

e Describe the incident involving the new teacher and how it was resolved.
e How did Kalam's family show respect for different religions?
e Explain the significance of the science teacher's wife's change in attitude.



e Analyze how Kalam's childhood experiences shaped his views on communal
harmony and social equality.

e Discuss the role of education in Kalam's early life as depicted in the chapter.

e Write an essay on the importance of kindness and generosity as shown in Kalam's
family life.

Answer Key

e Abdul Kalam was born in Rameshwaram.
¢ He inherited honesty and self-discipline from his parents.
¢ His friends were Ramanandha Sastry, Aravindam, and Sivaprakasan.

e The new teacher asked Kalam to sit separately because he was a Muslim sitting next
to a Hindu priest's son. The friends’ parents confronted the teacher, who apologized
and reformed.

e Kalam's family respected all religions and participated in Hindu festivals. His mother
and grandmother told stories from both the Ramayana and the life of the Prophet.

e The science teacher's wife initially refused to serve Kalam due to religious
segregation but changed her attitude after observing his respectful behavior,
showing the power of kindness to overcome prejudice.

e Kalam's childhood experiences, including friendships across religions and
confronting discrimination, taught him the value of communal harmony and social
equality, which influenced his later life and work.



e Education was important to Kalam and his family. Despite hardships, his father
supported his studies away from home, understanding that education was key to
growth.

e Kindness and generosity were central to Kalam's family life, as seen in their
hospitality and respect for others, which helped build a foundation of moral values in
Kalam.

Quick Reference

e Ancestral: Inherited from ancestors.

e Hospitable: Welcoming and generous to guests.

e Segregation: Separation based on differences.

e Communal Hatred: Hostility between religious groups.
e Apologised: Expressed regret for wrongdoing.

e Reformed: Improved behavior.

e Faith: Strong belief or trust.

e Permitted: Allowed or gave consent.

Glossary

e Communal Harmony: Peaceful coexistence among different religious communities.

¢ Self-discipline: Control over one’'s own behavior and actions.

e Generosity: Willingness to give and share with others.

e Discrimination: Unfair treatment based on differences.

e Segregation: The act of separating groups based on characteristics like religion or
race.



