Y Pastoralists In The Modern World
[-repzy . |
Social Science : India And The Contemporary World |

¢ Pastoral Nomads and Their Movements

* Solved Examples

* Practice Set

* Answer Key

e Quick Reference

¢ Glossary

* Chronology of Pastoralism in India and Africa

Pastoral Nomads and Their Movements

Pastoral nomads are communities that move from one place to another with their herds
of animals such as sheep, goats, camels, and cattle. In India, many pastoral groups like
the Guijjar Bakarwals of Jammu and Kashmir and the Gaddi shepherds of Himachal
Pradesh follow seasonal migration patterns to find suitable grazing grounds for their
animals.

In the Mountains

The Gujjar Bakarwals migrate annually between winter grazing grounds in the low hills of
the Siwalik range and summer pastures in the high mountains of Kashmir. They travel in
groups called kafilas, crossing mountain passes like the Pir Panjal. Similarly, the Gaddi
shepherds spend winters in the Siwalik hills and summers in the higher meadows of Lahul
and Spiti, moving according to snow melt and pasture availability.

Exam Question: Why do the Gujjar Bakarwals and Gaddi shepherds migrate seasonally in
the mountains?



Answer: They migrate seasonally to find suitable grazing grounds for their herds. In winter,
the high mountains are covered with snow, so they stay in the low hills where pastures are
available. In summer, when snow melts, they move to high mountain meadows with lush
grass for grazing.

On the Plateaus, Plains and Deserts

Pastoralists are also found in plateaus, plains, and deserts. For example, the Dhangars of
Maharashtra graze their flocks on the central plateau during the monsoon and move to
the Konkan coastal region after the harvest. The Raikas of Rajasthan herd camels and
sheep in the Thar desert, adapting to the arid environment with sparse vegetation.

Exam Question: How do the Dhangars and Raikas adapt their pastoral practices to their
environments?

Answer: The Dhangars move between the semi-arid plateau and the fertile Konkan coast
seasonally, using harvested fields for grazing and manure. The Raikas herd camels and
sheep adapted to desert conditions, moving to find scarce water and pasture in the Thar
desert.

Colonial Rule and Pastoral Life

Colonial rule brought significant changes to pastoral life. Grazing lands were converted
into cultivated farms to increase revenue, and forests were reserved or protected,
restricting pastoralists’ access. The Criminal Tribes Act labeled many nomadic pastoral
communities as criminal, limiting their movement and subjecting them to surveillance.
Taxes on animals increased, and permits were required to enter grazing areas.

The reduction of pasturelands and restrictions on movement led to overgrazing of
remaining lands, deterioration of animal stock, and economic hardship. Many pastoralists



had to reduce herd sizes, find new pastures, or settle down. Some became peasants or
laborers, while others diversified their income sources.

Exam Question: What were the main impacts of colonial policies on pastoral
communities?

Answer: Colonial policies reduced grazing lands, restricted movement, imposed taxes, and
criminalized nomadic lifestyles. This caused pasture shortages, decline in livestock quality,
economic difficulties, and forced many pastoralists to settle or change occupations.

Pastoralism in Africa

Africa is home to over half the world’s pastoral population, including communities like the
Maasai, Bedouins, Berbers, and Somali. These groups live mainly in semi-arid and arid
regions, raising cattle, camels, goats, and sheep. Like in India, colonial and post-colonial
changes affected their traditional ways of life.

The Maasai lost about 60% of their traditional lands due to colonial boundaries, white
settlements, and the creation of game reserves. Pastoralists were confined to reserves
and required permits to move, limiting their ability to find pasture and water. This led to
overgrazing and frequent livestock deaths during droughts.

Exam Question: How did colonial rule affect the Maasai pastoralists?

Answer: Colonial rule reduced Maasai grazing lands, confined them to reserves, restricted
their movement with permits, and converted pasturelands into farms and game reserves.
This caused pasture shortages, livestock deaths, and social changes within Maasai
society.



Traditional Maasai society was divided into elders and warriors. Colonial authorities
appointed chiefs, restricted raiding and warfare, and altered social structures. Wealth
disparities increased, with some pastoralists becoming wealthy landowners and others
becoming laborers.

Exam Question: What social changes occurred in Maasai society during colonial times?

Answer: Colonial rule disrupted traditional authority by appointing chiefs, restricting
warfare, and creating wealth disparities. Some pastoralists became wealthy and involved
in trade, while poorer ones lost livestock and became laborers.

Conclusion

Pastoral communities worldwide have faced challenges due to changing political
boundaries, land use policies, and environmental conditions. Despite these pressures,
many have adapted by altering migration routes, reducing herd sizes, combining
pastoralism with other livelihoods, and advocating for their rights. Pastoralism remains an
ecologically viable and culturally significant way of life in many regions.

Solved Examples

1. Example: Explain why pastoral nomads move seasonally in mountainous regions.

2. Solution: Pastoral nomads move seasonally to access pastures that vary with altitude
and climate. In winter, high-altitude pastures are covered with snow, so they move to
lower hills with available forage. In summer, they return to high meadows where snow
has melted and grass is abundant.

Practice Set

Easy



e What is pastoralism?

Name two pastoral communities in India.

Moderate

Describe the impact of colonial forest laws on pastoralists.
Explain how the Raikas adapt to desert conditions.

Challenging

Discuss the social changes in Maasai society during colonial rule.

e Analyze how pastoralists have adapted to the loss of grazing lands in modern times.

Answer Key

1. Pastoralism is a livelihood based on raising and herding livestock.

. Examples: Guijjars, Gaddis, Dhangars, Raikas.
. Colonial forest laws restricted access to grazing lands, limiting pastoralists’

movement and reducing pasture availability.

. Raikas herd camels adapted to arid desert conditions, able to survive with little water

and feed on thorny vegetation.

. Colonial rule introduced chiefs, restricted warfare, and created wealth disparities,

changing traditional Maasai social structures.

. Pastoralists adapted by changing migration routes, reducing herd sizes, settling

down, and combining pastoralism with other activities.

Quick Reference

Pastoral Nomads: Communities moving with herds to find pasture.
Bugyals: Alpine meadows in the Himalayas.

Guijjar Bakarwals: Mountain pastoralists in Jammu and Kashmir.
Dhangars: Pastoral community in Maharashtra.



Raikas: Camel and sheep herders in Rajasthan desert.

Criminal Tribes Act: Colonial law restricting nomadic communities.
Maasai: Pastoral community in Kenya and Tanzania.

Overgrazing: Excessive grazing leading to pasture degradation.

Glossary

Pastoralism
A livelihood based on raising and herding livestock.
Nomads
People who move from place to place rather than settling permanently.
Bugyal
High-altitude alpine meadow used for grazing.
Grazing
Feeding on grass or other vegetation by animails.
Criminal Tribes Act
A colonial law that labeled certain nomadic communities as criminal.
Overgrazing
Excessive grazing that damages vegetation and soil.
Transhumance
Seasonal movement of people with their livestock between fixed summer and winter
pastures.
Shearing
The process of cutting wool from sheep or goats.

Chronology of Pastoralism in India and Africa

Time Period

Event / Change Importance
[ Year 9 P

Migration of Guijjar Bakarwals and . . .
19th . ) Seasonal pastoralism in mountains

establishment in Jammu and .
Century . established

Kashmir

. ) Reduction of grazing lands and
Mid-19th Colonial Waste Land Rules and )
restricted forest access for

Century Forest Acts enacted

pastoralists



1871

1920s

1885

1933-34

Post-1947

Criminal Tribes Act passed

Royal Commission on Agriculture
reports decline in pastoral
livelihoods

Partition of Maasailand between
British Kenya and German
Tanganyika

Severe drought in Maasai Reserve

New political boundaries restrict
pastoral movements

Nomadic pastoralists labeled
criminal, movement restricted

Recognition of adverse effects of
colonial policies on pastoralists

Loss of Maasai grazing lands and
restricted movement

Massive livestock deaths due to
inability to migrate

Pastoralists adapt by finding new
pastures and changing migration
routes



