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The Best Christmas Present in the World Summary

Author: Michael Morpurgo

This story is set during World War | and revolves around a roll-top desk found in a junk
shop by the narrator. Upon restoring the desk, he discovers a secret drawer containing a
letter dated December 26, 1914, written by Captain Jim Macpherson to his wife, Connie. The
letter describes the famous Christmas Truce of 1914, when British and German soldiers
ceased fighting to celebrate Christmas together in no man’s land. They shared food, sang
carols, and even played a football match, symbolizing a moment of peace amid war. The
story concludes with the narrator visiting Mrs. Macpherson, now an elderly woman in a
nursing home, and presenting her with the letter and the desk, which becomes the best
Christmas present in the world.

Key Elements

e Setting: World War |, Christmas 1914

e Main Characters: Captain Jim Macpherson, Hans Wolf (German officer), Connie
Macpherson

e Themes: Peace and goodwill, humanity during war, hope, and the power of kindness

e Literary Devices: Letter format, imagery, symbolism (football match as peace),
dialogue



Textual Evidence

“There never was a Christmas party like it, Connie.”

“I think this is how we should resolve this war. A football match. No one dies in a football
match.”

Solved Example

Q: What does the Christmas Truce symbolize in the story?

A: The Christmas Truce symbolizes a moment of peace and shared humanity between
enemies during the horrors of war. It shows that even in conflict, people long for friendship
and goodwill.

Practice Set

e Who wrote the letter found in the desk?
e What did the soldiers do on Christmas Day 1914?

e Describe the relationship between Jim Macpherson and Hans Wolf during the truce.
e What is the significance of the football match in the story?

e Analyze how the story conveys the theme of peace amidst war using examples from
the letter.



e Discuss the emotional impact of the narrator’s visit to Mrs. Macpherson at the end of
the story.

Answer Key

e Level I: Jim Macpherson wrote the letter. The soldiers stopped fighting and celebrated
Christmas together.

e Level 2: They shared food, talked about their lives, and showed friendship despite
being enemies. The football match symbolizes peaceful competition and hope for
resolving conflicts without violence.

e lLevel 3: The letter describes the truce as a time of goodwill, showing soldiers’ desire
for peace. The narrator’s visit brings closure and joy to Mrs. Macpherson, highlighting
the lasting emotional effects of war and peace.

Quick Reference

Author: Michael Morpurgo

Setting: World War |, Christmas 1914

Main Theme: Peace and humanity during war

Important Quote: “I think this is how we should resolve this war. A football match.”

Glossary

e Truce: A temporary stop to fighting

e Parapet: A protective wall on the edge of a trench

e Schnapps: A German alcoholic drink

e Marzipan: A sweet almond paste used to cover cakes

e Scruples: Feelings of doubt about doing something wrong

Christmas Truce Letter Analysis

The letter from Captain Jim Macpherson to his wife Connie is a vivid first-person account
of the Christmas Truce of 1914. It captures the surprise, joy, and humanity experienced by



soldiers on both sides during a brief pause in the war.

Key Elements

Format: Personal letter dated December 26, 1914
Tone: Hopeful, warm, reflective

Imagery: Descriptions of the cold, the trenches, and the peaceful interactions
Dialogue: Exchanges between soldiers, including greetings and shared stories

Textual Evidence

“It was crisp and quiet all about, as beautiful a morning as I've ever seen.”

“Happy Christmas, Tommy! Happy Christmas!”

“I think this is how we should resolve this war. A football match.”

Solved Example

Q: How does the letter show the change in attitude between the soldiers during the truce?
A: The letter shows soldiers moving from suspicion to friendship, sharing food and stories,
and playing football, which reflects a temporary end to hostility.

Practice Set

e What greeting did the German soldiers use?
e What did the soldiers share during the truce?



e Explain the significance of the football match mentioned in the letter.
e Describe the relationship between Jim Macpherson and Hans Wolf.

¢ Analyze the use of imagery in the letter to convey the atmosphere of the Christmas
morning.
e Discuss how the letter reflects the theme of shared humanity despite war.

Answer Key

e Level I: They said “Happy Christmas, Tommy!” and shared schnapps, sausage, and
Christmas cake.

e Level 2: The football match symbolizes peaceful competition and hope for resolving
conflicts without violence. Jim and Hans formed a friendship despite being enemies.

e Level 3: The imagery of a crisp, quiet morning creates a peaceful mood contrasting
with war. The letter shows soldiers as human beings longing for peace and
connection.

Quick Reference

o Letter Date: December 26, 1914
e Key Quote: “Happy Christmas, Tommmy!”
e Theme: Peace and friendship during war

Glossary

e Trenches: Deep ditches used in warfare
e Parapet: Protective wall on a trench
e Ration: A fixed amount of food



e Khaki: Brownish-green military uniform color

The Fable of the Ant and the Cricket Poem Analysis

This poem is an adaptation of Aesop’s fable that teaches a moral lesson about hard work
and planning for the future. It contrasts the carefree cricket who sings all summer with the
hardworking ant who prepares for winter.

Key Elements

e Theme: Importance of hard work and foresight
e Characters: The cricket (carefree), the ant (prudent and hardworking)
e Literary Devices: Personification, rhyme, moral lesson

Textual Evidence

“A silly young cricket, accustomed to sing / Through the warm, sunny months of gay
summer and spring.”

“We ants never borrow; we ants never lend.”

“Go then, and dance the winter away.”

Solved Example

Q: What lesson does the ant teach the cricket?
A: The ant teaches that one should work hard and save resources during good times to
survive difficult times like winter.



Practice Set

e What does the cricket do during summer?
e Why is the cricket worried when winter comes?

e What is the ant’s advice to the cricket?
e Explain the meaning of the line “We ants never borrow; we ants never lend.”

¢ Discuss the moral of the poem and how it applies to real life.
¢ Analyze the use of personification in the poem.

Answer Key

¢ Level I: The cricket sings all summer. He is worried because he has no food stored for
winter.

e Level 2: The ant advises the cricket to prepare for winter by saving food. The line
means ants do not rely on others but work hard themselves.

e Level 3: The moral is to be responsible and plan ahead. Personification gives human
qualities to the cricket and ant, making the lesson relatable.

Quick Reference

e Theme: Hard work and planning
e Characters: Cricket and ant
e Important Quote: “We ants never borrow; we ants never lend.”



Glossary

Fable: A short story with a moral, often with animals as characters

Famine: Extreme scarcity of food
Quoth: Old English for “said”
Accustomed: Used to



