
A Short Monsoon Diary Summary

Author: Ruskin Bond

This diary is a collection of personal observations and reflections by Ruskin Bond during
the monsoon season in a hill station. The entries describe the changes in nature, the
arrival of monsoon rains, the behavior of animals and birds, and the beauty and
challenges of the season. The diary captures the silent miracles of nature and the simple
joys and regrets of life during the monsoon.

Key Elements

Setting: A hill station during the monsoon season.
Theme: The beauty and melancholy of monsoon, nature's changes, and the cycle of
life.
Style: Personal diary entries with vivid descriptions and reflections.

Textual Evidence

"The first day of monsoon mist. And it’s strange how all the birds fall silent as the mist
comes climbing up the hill."
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"The rains have heralded the arrival of some seasonal visitors—a leopard, and several
thousand leeches."

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is a diary according to the author?
When does the monsoon season begin in the diary?

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe the changes in nature observed by the author during the monsoon.
What animals and birds are mentioned in the diary? How do they behave?

Level 3 – Challenging

Explain the mood created by the monsoon mist as described in the diary.
Analyze how Ruskin Bond uses sensory details to bring the monsoon season to life.

Answer Key

A diary is a record of personal experiences written day after day over a long period of
time.
The monsoon season begins with the first day of monsoon mist, as described on
June 24.
The author observes silence among birds, arrival of rain, lush greenery, and seasonal
visitors like leopards and leeches.
Animals mentioned include leopard, leeches, scarlet minivets, drongos, tree creepers,
snakes, rodents, and shrews. Their behaviors range from hunting to hiding and
adapting to the rains.



The mist creates a melancholy mood by silencing the birds and concealing the hills,
making the forest deathly still.
Ruskin Bond uses sounds (birdsong, rain drumming), sights (mist, lush plants), and
feelings (melancholy, privacy) to vividly depict the monsoon.

Quick Reference

Diary: Personal record of daily experiences.
Monsoon: Season of heavy rains.
Mist: Thin fog that creates silence and concealment.
Seasonal Visitors: Animals and birds arriving during monsoon.

Glossary

Melancholy: Very sad or gloomy.
Blankets: Covers completely.
Heralded: Announced or brought news of.
Imprecations: Curses.
Bloodletting: Losing blood.
Scarlet minivet: Bright red bird.
Drongo: Aggressive songbird.
Devoid: Lacking.

Analysis of the Poem The Poetry of Earth

Author: John Keats

This nature poem contrasts the grasshopper and the cricket as symbols of the continuous
poetry of the earth through the seasons. The grasshopper represents summer's lively
song, while the cricket symbolizes the warmth and persistence of winter's music. The
poem celebrates nature's eternal cycle and the beauty found in its sounds.

Key Elements



Theme: The eternal and unending poetry of nature through seasons.
Symbols: Grasshopper (summer), Cricket (winter).
Literary Devices: Personification, imagery, symbolism.

Textual Evidence

"The poetry of earth is never dead:"

"The cricket’s song, in warmth increasing ever,"

Explanation of Key Lines

"The poetry of earth is never dead" means that nature's beauty and music continue
throughout the year, never ceasing.

"The cricket’s song, in warmth increasing ever," suggests that even in the cold winter, the
cricket's song brings warmth and life.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who are the two main symbols in the poem?
What does the grasshopper represent?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the meaning of "The poetry of earth is never dead."
Find examples of personification in the poem.



Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss how the poem reflects the cycle of seasons through sound.
Analyze the use of imagery to convey the mood of summer and winter.

Answer Key

The two main symbols are the grasshopper and the cricket.
The grasshopper represents the lively and joyful sounds of summer.
The line means that nature's music and beauty continue all year round.
Personification examples: "The poetry of earth," "a voice will run from hedge to hedge."
These give human qualities to nature.
The poem shows summer through the grasshopper's song and winter through the
cricket's song, symbolizing the continuous cycle of life.
Imagery such as "hot sun," "cooling trees," and "lone winter evening" create vivid
pictures of the seasons and their moods.

Quick Reference

Personification: Giving human traits to non-human things.
Symbolism: Using symbols to represent ideas.
Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses.

Glossary

Wrought: Brought about or created.
Shrills: Loud and clear sounds.

Grammar Focus: Same is Different



This section explores words that are spelled the same but have different meanings and
pronunciations depending on context. These are examples of homographs.

Key Elements

Definition: Words spelled the same but with different meanings and sometimes
pronunciations.
Examples: wound (injury) vs wound (to wrap), desert (abandon) vs desert (arid land).

Examples from Text

The bandage was wound around the wound.
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Identify the two meanings of the word "wound" in the sentence.
What is the difference between "desert" as a noun and as a verb?

Level 2 – Moderate

Use the word "present" in two different sentences with different meanings.
Explain the difference in pronunciation of "close" in the sentence: "They were too close
to the door to close it."

Level 3 – Challenging

Create sentences using the word "refuse" as a noun and as a verb.



Explain how context helps determine the meaning of homographs.

Answer Key

"Wound" as a noun means an injury; as a verb means to wrap around.
"Desert" as a noun is a dry, arid land; as a verb means to abandon.
"Present" can mean a gift or to show something. Example: "I gave her a present." / "I
will present my project tomorrow."
"Close" as an adjective means near (pronounced /kloʊs/); as a verb means to shut
(pronounced /kloʊz/).
"Refuse" as a noun means garbage; as a verb means to decline. Example: "The refuse
was collected." / "I refuse to go."
Context provides clues such as sentence structure and meaning to identify the
correct meaning and pronunciation.

Quick Reference

Homographs: Words spelled the same with different meanings.
Context: Surrounding words that help determine meaning.

Glossary

Homograph: A word with the same spelling but different meanings.
Pronunciation: The way a word is spoken.


