
A Gift of Chappals Part I Summary

Summary: "A Gift of Chappals" is a story by Vasantha Surya about a young girl named
Mridu who visits her aunt Rukku Manni’s house in Madras. There, she meets her cousins
Ravi, Meena, and Lalli. Ravi introduces Mridu to a small kitten named Mahendran, whom
they secretly care for because their grandmother, Paati, disapproves of having a cat in the
house. Ravi tells imaginative stories about the kitten’s royal ancestry, linking it to the
ancient Pallava kings and Egyptian cat goddesses. The story also shows the children’s
kindness as they try to help a beggar with blistered feet by giving him an old pair of
chappals (slippers).

Key Elements

Characters: Mridu, Ravi, Meena, Lalli, Rukku Manni (aunt), Paati (grandmother), the
beggar, Mahendran (the kitten), music-master.
Themes: Kindness and generosity, imagination and storytelling, family relationships,
social awareness.
Setting: Madras (now Chennai), mainly at Rukku Manni’s house and backyard.

Textual Evidence

Ravi’s imaginative description of the kitten: "Actually his full name is Mahendravarma
Pallava Poonai. M.P. Poonai for short... He’s a fine breed of cat... a descendant of the
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Mahabalipuram Rishi-Cat!"

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is Mahendran?
Why do the children keep the kitten a secret?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain why Ravi gives the kitten a royal name.
Describe the relationship between Mridu and her cousins.

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the theme of kindness as shown in the story so far.
Analyze Ravi’s storytelling and its effect on the narrative.

Answer Key

Mahendran is the small kitten the children found and are secretly caring for.
The children keep the kitten a secret because Paati would not allow a cat in the
house.
Ravi gives the kitten a royal name to make it special and to show his imagination and
pride in the kitten.
Mridu and her cousins share a friendly and playful relationship, exploring and sharing
stories together.
The theme of kindness is shown through the children’s care for the kitten and their
concern for the beggar’s feet.
Ravi’s storytelling adds humor and imagination, making the story engaging and
showing his creative mind.



Quick Reference

Mahendran – the kitten
Paati – grandmother who disapproves of the cat
Ravi – imaginative cousin
Kindness and imagination – main themes

Glossary

Chappals: Slippers or sandals worn on the feet.
Pallava: An ancient South Indian dynasty.
Mahabalipuram: A historic town known for its ancient temples.
Bastet: An Egyptian cat goddess.

A Gift of Chappals Part II Summary

Summary: The story continues with Mridu observing Lalli’s violin lesson, where the music-
master plays skillfully while Lalli struggles. Meanwhile, a beggar who has been coming to
the house for alms is asked to leave by Rukku Manni. The children notice the beggar’s
blistered feet and decide to help him by giving him an old pair of chappals. However,
these chappals belong to the music-master, which causes tension. Eventually, the music-
master is given a new pair of chappals, and the story ends with a mix of humor and
reflection on kindness and respect.

Key Elements

Characters: Lalli, music-master, beggar, Rukku Manni, Paati, Mridu, Ravi, Meena.
Themes: Compassion, respect for elders, generosity, social class differences.
Setting: Rukku Manni’s house, garden, and verandah.

Textual Evidence



Rukku Manni’s reaction: "Rukku Manni was angry... ‘Children these days...!’ groaned Paati."

Beggar’s condition: "My feet are already blistered... He needs something on his feet!"

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Why is the beggar asked to leave?
What do the children decide to do for the beggar?

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe the music-master’s character based on the story.
Explain the conflict caused by giving away the chappals.

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the theme of respect and how it is portrayed in the story.
Analyze the children’s actions and their impact on the adults around them.

Answer Key

The beggar is asked to leave because Rukku Manni and Paati want him to find
another place to beg.
The children decide to give the beggar a pair of old chappals to protect his blistered
feet.
The music-master is strict and somewhat proud, but also shows appreciation when
given new chappals.
The conflict arises because the chappals given to the beggar belong to the music-
master, causing upset among the adults.



The theme of respect is shown through the adults’ concern for property and social
order, contrasting with the children’s kindness.
The children’s generosity causes tension but also highlights their innocence and
compassion.

Quick Reference

Beggar – poor man with blistered feet
Music-master – strict violin teacher
Chappals – slippers given to beggar
Conflict – between kindness and respect for property

Glossary

Verandah: A roofed platform along the outside of a house.
Blister: A small bubble on the skin caused by friction or heat.
Veshti: Traditional Indian men's garment, similar to a dhoti.

The Rebel Poem Analysis

Summary: "The Rebel" by D. J. Enright is a poem describing a person who always does the
opposite of what others do. The rebel cuts hair short when others have long hair, stays
silent when others talk, and creates disturbance when others are quiet. The poem
highlights the rebel’s contradictory nature and suggests that having rebels is good for
society, though being one may not be easy.

Key Elements

Theme: Individuality, non-conformity, the role of rebels in society.
Literary Devices: Repetition, contrast, irony.
Tone: Light-hearted, humorous, reflective.



Textual Evidence

Lines showing contrast: "When everybody has short hair, The rebel lets his hair grow long."

Conclusion: "It is very good that we have rebels. You may not find it very good to be one."

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What does the rebel do when everyone wears a uniform?
Why is it good to have rebels?

Level 2 – Moderate

Find examples of opposites in the poem.
Explain the tone of the poem.

Level 3 – Challenging

Discuss the importance of non-conformity as presented in the poem.
Analyze how the poet uses irony to convey his message.

Answer Key

The rebel dresses in fantastic clothes when everyone wears a uniform.
Rebels are important because they challenge norms and encourage new ideas.
Examples of opposites include hair length, talking during lessons, clothing style.
The tone is humorous and light, making the message accessible.



Non-conformity is shown as a way to maintain individuality and prevent blind
following.
Irony is used by showing the rebel always doing the opposite, sometimes causing
trouble but also bringing balance.

Quick Reference

Rebel – a person who opposes norms
Non-conformity – refusal to follow the crowd
Irony – saying the opposite of what is meant

Glossary

Conformity: Following accepted standards or rules.
Antonym: A word opposite in meaning to another.
Disturbance: An interruption or disruption.

Tutor Tooted Tongue Twister

Summary: "Tutor Tooted" is a fun tongue twister about a tutor who tries to teach two
students to toot a flute. The students ask whether it is harder to toot or to tutor two tooters
to toot. This tongue twister helps improve pronunciation and fluency in English.

Key Elements

Purpose: To practice clear pronunciation and speech rhythm.
Structure: Repetition of similar sounds and words.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy



Read the tongue twister aloud slowly.

Level 2 – Moderate

Try saying the tongue twister three times fast without mistakes.

Level 3 – Challenging

Create your own tongue twister using similar sounds.

Answer Key

Practice improves pronunciation and helps in speaking clearly.
Repeating the tongue twister quickly without errors shows good control over speech.

Quick Reference

Tongue twister – a phrase difficult to say quickly
Toot – to blow a horn or flute
Tutor – a teacher

Glossary

Tongue twister: A sentence or phrase designed to be difficult to articulate properly.
Pronunciation: The way in which a word is spoken.


