Y Three Questions
[Prepzy .
English : Honeycomb

¢ Introduction to Short Stories

¢ Three Questions Summary

* The Squirrel Poem Analysis

* A Gift of Chappals Summary

* The Rebel Poem Analysis

¢ Gopal and the Hilsa Fish Summary
¢ The Shed Poem Analysis



Introduction to Short Stories

Short stories are brief fictional narratives that focus on a single event or a few characters.
They often convey a moral or a lesson through engaging plots and vivid descriptions. In
the CBSE syllabus, short stories help students develop comprehension skills, critical
thinking, and an appreciation for literature.

Key elements of short stories include a clear setting, well-defined characters, a conflict or
problem, and a resolution. Literary devices such as symbolism, imagery, and dialogue
enhance the storytelling.

Examples from the syllabus include stories like "Three Questions” by Leo Tolstoy, which
explore philosophical themes through simple narratives.

Practice Set

e Level I: Define a short story and list its key elements.

e Level 2: Explain the importance of setting in a short story.

¢ Level 3: Analyze how a short story conveys a moral lesson using an example from the
syllabus.

Answer Key

e A short story is a brief fictional narrative focusing on a single event or character.

¢ Key elements include setting, characters, conflict, and resolution.

e Setting provides context and mood, influencing the story's events.

e Short stories convey morals by illustrating consequences of actions through
characters and plot.

Quick Reference



e Short story: brief fictional narrative
e Key elements: setting, characters, conflict, resolution
e Purpose: entertain, teach moral lessons

Glossary

e Setting: The time and place where a story occurs.
e Conflict: The main problem or struggle in a story.
e Resolution: The solution to the conflict.

Three Questions Summary

‘Three Questions” is a short story by Leo Tolstoy that explores three fundamental questions
a king seeks to answer: the right time to begin something, the most important people to
listen to, and the most important thing to do. The king consults many wise men but
receives varied answers. He then visits a hermit, who teaches him through experience that
the most important time is "now," the most important person is the one you are with, and
the most important task is to do good to that person.

Key Elements

e Themes: The importance of living in the present, compassion, and prioritizing human
relationships.

e Characters: The king, the hermit, the wounded man (the king's enemy).

e Literary Devices: Symbolism (the digging of beds symbolizes preparation and care),
dialogue, and allegory.

Textual Evidence

‘Remember then, there is only one time that is important and that time is ‘Now'. It is the
most important time because it is the only time we have any power to act.”



This line emphasizes the story's central message about the significance of the present
moment.

Solved Example

Question: Why did the king decide to visit the hermit?

Answer: The king was unsatisfied with the varied answers from wise men and sought the
hermit's advice, known for his wisdom and simple living.

Practice Set

e Level I: List the three questions the king wanted answers to.
¢ Level 2: Explain the hermit's answer to the king's questions.
¢ Level 3: Discuss how the king's actions demonstrate the story's moral.

Answer Key

e The three questions were: the right time to begin something, the most important
people to listen to, and the most important thing to do.

e The hermit taught that the present moment is most important, the person you are
with is most important, and doing good to that person is the most important task.

e The king's care for the wounded man shows compassion and living in the present,
embodying the story's moral.

Quick Reference

¢ Right time: Now
e Important person: The one you are with
e Important task: Do good to that person



Glossary

e Hermit: A person living in solitude for spiritual reasons.
e Allegory: A story with a hidden meaning.
e Compassion: Sympathy and concern for others.

The Squirrel Poem Analysis

"The Squirrel” is a short poem by Mildred Bowers Armstrong that describes a squirrel's
playful and curious nature. The poem uses simple language and imagery to depict the
squirrel's appearance and behavior, engaging young readers with its lively tone.

Key Elements

e Theme: Playfulness and curiosity in nature.

e Literary Devices: Personification (the squirrel "wears" a question mark for a tail),
rhyme scheme, and imagery.
e Poet: Mildred Bowers Armstrong.

Textual Evidence

"He wore a question mark for tail, An overcoat of gray,’

This personification compares the squirrel's tail to a question mark, suggesting curiosity.

Solved Example

Question: What does the phrase "He wore a question mark for tail* mean?



Answer: It means the squirrel's tail is shaped like a question mark, symbolizing its
inquisitive nature.

Practice Set

e Level I: Describe the squirrel's tail as mentioned in the poem.

¢ Level 2: Identify the literary device used in the phrase "He wore a question mark for
tail.”

¢ Level 3: Explain how the poem uses imagery to depict the squirrel's behavior.

Answer Key

e The squirrel's tail is shaped like a question mark.

e The literary device is personification.

e The poem uses vivid descriptions to show the squirrel's playful and cautious
movements.

Quick Reference

e Personification: Giving human traits to animals or objects.
e Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses.
e Rhyme: Repetition of similar sounds at the end of lines.

Glossary

e Personification: Attributing human qualities to non-human things.
¢ Imagery: Language that creates mental pictures.
e Rhyme: Similar sounding words at line ends.

A Gift of Chappals Summary



"A Gift of Chappals” is a story that highlights children’s innocence, imagination, and
kindness. It narrates how children show care and compassion through simple acts, such
as feeding a kitten and giving gifts. The story emphasizes values like sincerity and charity.

Key Elements

e Themes: Compassion, generosity, and childhood innocence.
e Characters: Ravi, Mridu, Meena, and the kitten.
e Language Focus: Use of if-clauses to express conditions.

Textual Evidence

"If it doesn't rain, I'll come to your house." This sentence shows the use of an if-clause
expressing a condition.

Solved Example

Question: Explain the use of if-clauses in the story.

Answer: If-clauses express conditions; for example, “If it doesn't rain, I'll come to your
house"” means the visit depends on the weather.

Practice Set

e Level I: Identify an example of an if-clause from the story.
e lLevel 2: Write two sentences using if-clauses.
¢ Level 3: Explain how the story shows the value of compassion.

Answer Key



e Example: “If it doesn’t rain, I'll come to your house.’

e Sample sentences: ‘If | finish my homework, | will play.” “If she calls, tell her | am busy.”

e The story shows compassion through children caring for the kitten and giving gifts
sincerely.

Quick Reference

¢ If-clause: expresses condition
e Structure: If + present tense, will + verb
e Example: If it rains, | will stay home.

Glossary

e If-clause: A conditional clause expressing a condition.
e Compassion: Sympathy and concern for others.
e Generosity: Willingness to give or share.

The Rebel Poem Analysis

"The Rebel" is a poem that explores the theme of questioning authority and societal norms.
It consists of 15 couplets, each expressing a thought-provoking idea. The poem
encourages readers to think independently and challenge injustice.

Key Elements

e Theme: Rebellion against unfairness and blind obedience.
e Structure: 15 couplets, each a standalone unit.
e Lliterary Devices: Rhyme, metaphor, and repetition.

Textual Evidence



Students are encouraged to read the poem and identify lines that express the poet's
opinion on rebellion.

Solved Example

Question: What is the significance of the poem’s title?

Answer: The title "The Rebel" signifies a person who challenges authority and questions
accepted norms.

Practice Set

e Level I: How many couplets are in the poem?
¢ Level 2: Identify a couplet that expresses the poet's opinion.
e Level 3: Discuss the poem'’s message about rebellion.

Answer Key

e The poem has 15 couplets.
¢ Students should refer to specific couplets expressing the poet's views.
e The poem encourages questioning injustice and thinking independently.

Quick Reference

e Couplet: Two lines of verse.
¢ Rebellion: Resistance to authority.
e Theme: Questioning norms.

Glossary



e Couplet: Two consecutive lines of poetry.
e Metaphor: A figure of speech comparing two things.
¢ Rebellion: Opposition to control or authority.

Gopal and the Hilsa Fish Summary

"Gopal and the Hilsa Fish" is a comic story that uses pictures and text strips to narrate
events humorously. It encourages students to engage with visual storytelling and develop
language skills by creating their own texts based on images.

Key Elements

e Theme: Humor and creativity in storytelling.
e Activity: Group work to describe pictures and construct narratives.
e Vocabulary: Use of synonyms and word ladders to build language skills.

Textual Evidence

Synonyms for words like "cross” (angry, annoyed) and "tiny" (small, little) help expand
vocabulary.

Solved Example

Question: How can pictures help in learning English?

Answer: Pictures provide visual context, making it easier to understand and describe
events, enhancing vocabulary and storytelling skills.

Practice Set



e Level I: Describe a picture from the story in your own words.
¢ Level 2: Create a short story based on a set of pictures.
¢ Level 3: Use synonyms to replace words in your story.

Answer Key

e Descriptions will vary; focus on clarity and relevance.
e Stories should be coherent and related to pictures.
e Synonyms should fit the context appropriately.

Quick Reference

e Use pictures to enhance understanding.
e Synonyms enrich vocabulary.
e Group activities improve communication skills.

Glossary

e Synonym: A word with the same or similar meaning.
e Vocabulary: The set of words known and used.
¢ Narrative: A story or account of events.

The Shed Poem Analysis

"The Shed" is a poem that describes a neglected shed, using imagery to evoke a sense of
abandonment and mystery. The poem uses rhyming pairs and descriptive phrases to
create a vivid picture.

Key Elements



e Theme: Neglect and the passage of time.
e Lliterary Devices: Imagery, rhyme, and personification.
e Structure: Two stanzas with rhyming words at line ends.

Textual Evidence

Words like "spider’'s web hanging” and "rusty” suggest neglect.

Solved Example

Question: Identify rhyming pairs from the poem.

Answer: Examples include "hanging” and "dangling,” “rusty” and "dusty.”

Practice Set

e Level 1: Find words that describe the shed's condition.
e Level 2: List rhyming words from the poem.
e Level 3: Write a short spooky story inspired by the poem.

Answer Key

¢ Descriptive words: rusty, spider’'s web, broken.
e Rhyming pairs: hanging/dangling, rusty/dusty.
e Stories should be imaginative and related to the poem'’s mood.

Quick Reference

e Imagery: Descriptive language creating mental pictures.
e Rhyme: Similar sounds at line ends.



e Personification: Giving human traits to objects.

Glossary

e Imagery: Language that appeals to the senses.
e Rhyme: Repetition of sounds at the end of lines.
¢ Personification: Attributing human qualities to non-human things.



