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Gopal And The Hilsa-Fish Summary

Author: A. J. Cronin

Summary: ‘Gopal And The Hilsa-Fish" is a humorous and engaging story that revolves
around the character Gopal and the cultural importance of the Hilsa fish. The story is
presented in a comic-strip format, showing various scenes from the fishermen catching
Hilsa fish, the market selling it, to the palace where the king and courtiers discuss it. Gopal,
a simple man, is challenged by the king to buy a huge Hilsa fish and bring it to the palace
without anyone talking about it. The story humorously explores themes of social behavior,
cultural significance, and human nature through Gopal's adventures and the reactions of
the people around him.

Key Elements

e Characters: Gopal, the king, courtiers, fishermen, fishmongers, householders.

e Themes: Cultural importance of Hilsa fish, social conversations, challenges, human
nature, humor.

e Setting: Fishing village, market, royal palace.

e Plot: Gopal accepts the king's challenge to bring a huge Hilsa fish to the palace
without anyone talking about it, leading to amusing situations.

Textual Evidence



Key dialogues include the king's challenge: "Then let me see you buy a huge Hilsa and
bring it to the palace without anyone asking you a word about it!" and Gopal's confident
acceptance: 'l accept the challenge, Your Majesty.”

Solved Example

Extract-based question: What does the king's challenge to Gopal signify in the story?

Answer: The king's challenge signifies the difficulty of controlling social conversations and
the popularity of the Hilsa fish. It sets the central conflict of the story, highlighting human
nature's tendency to talk about popular topics.

Practice Set

e Who is Gopal in the story?
e What is special about the Hilsa fish?

e Describe the reaction of the villagers when Gopal carries the Hilsa fish.
e Why is the Hilsa fish important to the people in the story?

e Analyze how the story uses humor to convey its message.
e Explain the significance of the king's apology to the courtiers.

Answer Key



Who is Gopal in the story? Gopal is a simple man who accepts the king's challenge to
bring a huge Hilsa fish to the palace without anyone talking about it.

What is special about the Hilsa fish? Hilsa fish is a prized and culturally significant fish,
especially in South Asia, known for its taste and value.

Describe the reaction of the villagers when Gopal carries the Hilsa fish. The villagers
find Gopal's behavior comical and are curious, with some thinking he is mad or a
mystic.

Why is the Hilsa fish important to the people in the story? It is a popular delicacy and
a common topic of conversation, affecting social and economic life.

Analyze how the story uses humor to convey its message. The story uses comic
situations, exaggerated reactions, and Gopal's antics to humorously highlight social
behavior and cultural obsession.

Explain the significance of the king's apology to the courtiers. The king's apology
shows his human side, acknowledging his temper and the influence of the Hilsa
season on emotions.

Quick Reference

Gopal: Main character who accepts the king's challenge.
Hilsa Fish: Culturally important fish, central to the story.
King: Authority figure who sets the challenge.

Theme: Social behavior, cultural significance, humor.

Glossary

Hilsa Fish: A popular fish in South Asia, known for its taste.
Courtiers: People who attend a royal court.

Fishmonger: A person who sells fish.

Challenge: A difficult task or problem to be solved.

The Shed Poem Summary

Poet: Frank Flynn



Summary: “The Shed" is a poem that describes a small, old shed at the bottom of a
garden. The speaker expresses curiosity and a mix of fear and fascination about the shed,
imagining ghosts and strange noises. Despite warnings from a brother about a ghost
hiding under the floorboards, the speaker plans to explore the shed one day. The poem
captures childhood curiosity, imagination, and the mystery surrounding old, neglected
places.

Key Elements

Speaker: A curious child.
Themes: Curiosity, fear, imagination, mystery.

Setting: An old shed in a garden.
Imagery: Spider’s web, rusty hinges, cracked window panes, ghost stories.

Textual Evidence

Lines such as "There’s a shed at the bottom of our garden with a spider's web hanging
across the door” and "My brother says there’s a ghost in the shed who hides under the
rotten floorboards” illustrate the setting and the speaker's feelings.

Solved Example

Question: What feelings does the speaker have about the shed?

Answer: The speaker feels both curiosity and fear. They are intrigued by the shed and want
to explore it but are also hesitant because of the ghost stories and the eerie atmosphere.

Practice Set



What is a shed?
Who tells the speaker about the ghost?

Describe the imagery used to depict the shed.
Why does the speaker hesitate to enter the shed?

Analyze how the poem uses imagination to create a sense of mystery.
Discuss the role of the brother’s story in shaping the speaker’s feelings.

Answer Key

What is a shed? A small room or building used for storage or shelter.

Who tells the speaker about the ghost? The speaker’s brother.

Describe the imagery used to depict the shed. The poem mentions a spider’s web,
rusty hinges, creaking sounds, and cracked window panes to create a vivid picture.
Why does the speaker hesitate to enter the shed? Because of fear inspired by ghost
stories and the eerie condition of the shed.

Analyze how the poem uses imagination to create a sense of mystery. The speaker
imagines ghosts and strange noises, which adds suspense and intrigue to the shed.
Discuss the role of the brother’s story in shaping the speaker’s feelings. The brother’s
ghost story increases the speaker’s fear and hesitation, making the shed seem more
mysterious.

Quick Reference

Shed: Small storage building.

Imagery: Descriptions that create mental pictures.
Curiosity: Desire to learn or know.

Fear: An unpleasant emotion caused by danger or threat.



Glossary

Hinges: Metal parts that allow a door to open and close.
Spider’'s web: A net made by a spider to catch insects.
Ghost: The spirit of a dead person believed to appear to the living.

Creek: A sharp, high-pitched sound.



