
Summary of A Homage to Our Brave Soldiers

This lesson is a heartfelt tribute to the brave soldiers of India who have sacrificed their lives
to protect the country's freedom and sovereignty. It is presented through letters
exchanged between two friends, Soumya and Ananda, who share their experiences and
feelings about the National War Memorial in New Delhi and the stories of gallantry
associated with Indian soldiers.

Soumya describes her visit to the National War Memorial, explaining its significance as a
symbol of patriotism and remembrance for soldiers who fought in various wars post-
independence, including the Indo-China conflict of 1962, the Indo-Pak wars of 1965 and
1971, and the Kargil War of 1999. The memorial houses tablets engraved with the names of
fallen soldiers and includes the Amar Jawan Jyoti, an eternal flame honoring their
sacrifice.

The lesson highlights the highest gallantry awards such as the Param Vir Chakra (PVC),
Maha Vir Chakra (MVC), Kirti Chakra (KC), Vir Chakra (VrC), and Shaurya Chakra (SC), and
shares inspiring stories and citations of brave soldiers like Lance Naik Albert Ekka and
Major Padmapani Acharya, who displayed exceptional courage and made the supreme
sacrifice.

Through vivid descriptions, images, and personal reflections, the lesson instills a deep
sense of gratitude, pride, and motivation to honor and remember the sacrifices of the
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armed forces. It also includes a patriotic poem "Pushp Ki Abhilasha" by Makhanlal
Chaturvedi, which expresses the desire to serve the motherland selflessly.

Key Elements

National War Memorial: A tribute to Indian soldiers who sacrificed their lives post-
independence, featuring four concentric circles symbolizing immortality, bravery,
sacrifice, and protection.
Gallantry Awards: Explanation of the Param Vir Chakra and other medals awarded for
bravery.
Stories of Valor: Detailed citations of soldiers like Lance Naik Albert Ekka and Major
Padmapani Acharya.
Amar Jawan Jyoti: The eternal flame symbolizing eternal remembrance of fallen
heroes.
Patriotic Poetry: "Pushp Ki Abhilasha" emphasizing selfless sacrifice for the nation.

Textual Evidence

Quotes from the citations of gallantry awardees and excerpts from the poem are
integrated to highlight bravery and patriotism. For example, the citation of Lance Naik
Albert Ekka describes his fearless actions in battle, and the poem "Pushp Ki Abhilasha"
metaphorically expresses the desire to be part of the path where brave warriors walk.

Solved Examples

Example: Explain the significance of the four chakras in the National War Memorial.

Answer: The four chakras represent different aspects of a soldier's journey and sacrifice.
The Amar Chakra symbolizes immortality and eternal remembrance; the Veerta Chakra
honors bravery; the Tyag Chakra represents sacrifice with tablets bearing soldiers' names;
and the Raksha Chakra symbolizes protection, reassuring citizens of their safety.

Practice Set



Level 1 – Easy

Where is the National War Memorial located?
What is the highest gallantry award in India?
Who was Lance Naik Albert Ekka?

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe the significance of the Amar Jawan Jyoti.
Explain the symbolism of the four concentric circles in the National War Memorial.
Write a short note on Major Padmapani Acharya’s bravery.

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze the poem "Pushp Ki Abhilasha" and explain how it reflects patriotism.
Discuss the importance of remembering soldiers’ sacrifices through memorials and
awards.
Compare the stories of Lance Naik Albert Ekka and Major Padmapani Acharya in
terms of their courage and sacrifice.

Answer Key

Level 1

It is located in New Delhi near India Gate.
The Param Vir Chakra is the highest gallantry award.
Lance Naik Albert Ekka was a soldier awarded the Param Vir Chakra
posthumously for his bravery in battle.

Level 2

The Amar Jawan Jyoti is an eternal flame symbolizing the immortal spirit of
fallen soldiers and the nation’s remembrance of their sacrifice.
The four circles represent immortality (Amar Chakra), bravery (Veerta Chakra),
sacrifice (Tyag Chakra), and protection (Raksha Chakra), each symbolizing
different facets of soldiers’ service.



Major Padmapani Acharya showed exceptional courage during the Kargil War,
leading his company under heavy fire and making the supreme sacrifice.

Level 3

The poem uses the metaphor of a flower desiring to be part of the path where
brave warriors walk, symbolizing selfless patriotism and sacrifice for the
motherland.
Memorials and awards honor soldiers’ sacrifices, keep their memories alive, and
inspire citizens to appreciate freedom and courage.
Both soldiers displayed extraordinary bravery and self-sacrifice, fighting under
intense enemy fire and ensuring mission success despite fatal injuries.

Quick Reference

National War Memorial: Tribute to post-independence soldiers, located near India
Gate.
Param Vir Chakra: India’s highest wartime gallantry award.
Amar Jawan Jyoti: Eternal flame symbolizing eternal remembrance.
Four Chakras: Amar (Immortality), Veerta (Bravery), Tyag (Sacrifice), Raksha
(Protection).
Pushp Ki Abhilasha: Poem symbolizing selfless patriotism.

Glossary

Gallantry: Courage or bravery, especially in battle.
Param Vir Chakra (PVC): India’s highest military decoration for valor.
Amar Jawan Jyoti: The eternal flame at the National War Memorial.
Obelisk: A tall, four-sided, narrow monument that tapers at the top.
Chakra: Circle or wheel; here symbolizing different aspects of soldiers’ spirit.
Posthumous: Awarded after the recipient’s death.
Martyr: A person who dies for a cause, especially for their country.
Philately: The hobby of collecting stamps.

National War Memorial and Its Significance



The National War Memorial in New Delhi is a monumental tribute to the brave soldiers of
India who have sacrificed their lives in various wars since independence in 1947. Spread
over 40 acres near India Gate, it was inaugurated in February 2019 by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The memorial serves as a reminder of the cost of freedom and the sacrifices made by the
Indian Armed Forces to protect the nation’s sovereignty and security. It includes 29,000
granite tablets engraved with the names of over 26,000 fallen soldiers from conflicts such
as the Indo-China War (1962), Indo-Pak Wars (1965, 1971), and the Kargil War (1999).

Key Elements

Four Concentric Circles (Chakras): The memorial is designed with four symbolic
circles:

Amar Chakra (Circle of Immortality): The central obelisk with the eternal flame
(Amar Jawan Jyoti) symbolizing the immortal spirit of soldiers.
Veerta Chakra (Circle of Bravery): A covered gallery with bronze murals
depicting valiant battle actions.
Tyag Chakra (Circle of Sacrifice): Circular walls with granite tablets bearing
names of fallen heroes, arranged in the ancient war formation called
Chakravyuh.
Raksha Chakra (Circle of Protection): A row of trees symbolizing protection and
reassurance to citizens.

Amar Jawan Jyoti: The eternal flame that burns day and night, representing eternal
respect and remembrance.
Design and Lighting: The memorial’s lighting changes with the time of day, creating a
majestic and solemn atmosphere.

Textual Evidence

The memorial’s design and symbolism are described as follows: “The Amar Jawan Jyoti
flame symbolises the immortality of the spirit of fallen soldiers with the assurance that the
nation will never forget their sacrifice.”

Solved Examples



Example: What does the Tyag Chakra represent in the National War Memorial?

Answer: The Tyag Chakra, or Circle of Sacrifice, represents the sacrifice made by soldiers. It
consists of circular concentric walls covered with granite tablets, each dedicated to a
fallen hero of post-independent India, with their names etched in golden letters.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is the location of the National War Memorial?
What does the Amar Jawan Jyoti symbolize?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the significance of the four chakras in the memorial.
Describe the design elements that make the memorial solemn and majestic.

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how the memorial’s design reflects the journey and spirit of soldiers.
Discuss the importance of having such memorials for a nation.

Answer Key

Level 1

It is located near India Gate in New Delhi.
The Amar Jawan Jyoti symbolizes the immortality of the spirit of fallen soldiers
and eternal remembrance.

Level 2



The four chakras represent immortality (Amar Chakra), bravery (Veerta
Chakra), sacrifice (Tyag Chakra), and protection (Raksha Chakra), each
symbolizing different aspects of soldiers’ service and spirit.
The memorial’s circular design, bronze murals, granite tablets, eternal flame,
and dynamic lighting create a solemn and majestic atmosphere that honors
the soldiers.

Level 3

The design’s concentric circles symbolize the soldier’s journey from birth to
sacrifice, with each chakra representing a stage or quality such as bravery or
protection, reflecting the holistic spirit of the armed forces.
Memorials serve to honor sacrifices, educate citizens, inspire patriotism, and
ensure that the cost of freedom is never forgotten.

Quick Reference

National War Memorial: Tribute to soldiers post-1947, near India Gate.
Four Chakras: Amar (Immortality), Veerta (Bravery), Tyag (Sacrifice), Raksha
(Protection).
Amar Jawan Jyoti: Eternal flame symbolizing eternal respect.
Design: Circular layout, bronze murals, granite tablets, dynamic lighting.

Glossary

Obelisk: Tall, narrow monument tapering at the top.
Chakravyuh: Ancient circular military formation.
Murals: Large paintings or reliefs on walls.
Granite: Hard, durable stone used for tablets.
Eternal Flame: A flame that burns continuously as a symbol of remembrance.

Gallantry Awards and Brave Soldiers

This section focuses on the highest military honors awarded to Indian soldiers for
exceptional bravery and sacrifice. The Param Vir Chakra (PVC) is India’s highest wartime
gallantry award, followed by the Maha Vir Chakra (MVC), Kirti Chakra (KC), Vir Chakra
(VrC), and Shaurya Chakra (SC).



The lesson highlights stories of soldiers awarded the PVC, such as Major Somnath Sharma,
the first recipient, and Lance Naik Albert Ekka, whose citation describes his fearless actions
during battle. It also mentions Navy personnel like Captain Mahendra Nath Mulla who
received the MVC.

Major Padmapani Acharya, awarded the MVC posthumously for his valor in the 1999 Kargil
War, is another key figure. His citation details his leadership and courage under heavy
enemy fire, ultimately sacrificing his life for the mission’s success.

Key Elements

Param Vir Chakra (PVC): Highest gallantry award for wartime bravery.
Maha Vir Chakra (MVC): Second highest award for conspicuous gallantry.
Notable Soldiers: Lance Naik Albert Ekka, Major Padmapani Acharya, Captain Anuj
Nayyar.
Citations: Official descriptions of acts of valor that earned awards.

Textual Evidence

The citation of Lance Naik Albert Ekka describes his courageous assault on enemy
machine gun positions despite serious injuries, ultimately sacrificing his life to save his
company. Major Padmapani Acharya’s citation narrates his leadership in capturing a
heavily fortified enemy position under intense fire.

Solved Examples

Example: What qualities did Lance Naik Albert Ekka display according to his citation?

Answer: He showed conspicuous valor, determination, disregard for personal safety, and
made the supreme sacrifice in the best traditions of the Army.



Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

What is the highest gallantry award in India?
Name one soldier who was awarded the Param Vir Chakra.

Level 2 – Moderate

Describe the bravery shown by Major Padmapani Acharya during the Kargil War.
What is the significance of gallantry awards?

Level 3 – Challenging

Compare the citations of Lance Naik Albert Ekka and Major Padmapani Acharya in
terms of their acts of valor.
Discuss how gallantry awards inspire soldiers and citizens alike.

Answer Key

Level 1

The Param Vir Chakra is the highest gallantry award.
Lance Naik Albert Ekka was awarded the Param Vir Chakra.

Level 2

Major Acharya led his company under heavy artillery and machine gun fire,
encouraged his men, charged the enemy position, and despite severe injuries,
ensured the mission’s success before succumbing to his wounds.
Gallantry awards recognize exceptional bravery, honor soldiers’ sacrifices, and
motivate others to serve courageously.

Level 3

Both soldiers showed extraordinary courage under fire, disregarded personal
safety, and made supreme sacrifices. Ekka silenced enemy machine guns
despite injuries; Acharya led a critical assault despite heavy casualties.



These awards serve as symbols of valor, inspiring soldiers to uphold high
standards and citizens to respect and support the armed forces.

Quick Reference

Param Vir Chakra: Highest wartime gallantry award.
Maha Vir Chakra: Second highest gallantry award.
Lance Naik Albert Ekka: PVC awardee for bravery in battle.
Major Padmapani Acharya: MVC awardee for leadership in Kargil War.

Glossary

Gallantry: Courage in battle.
Citation: Official statement describing bravery.
Posthumous: Awarded after death.
Supreme Sacrifice: Giving one’s life for the nation.

Pushp Ki Abhilasha Poem Analysis

"Pushp Ki Abhilasha" is a patriotic poem by Makhanlal Chaturvedi that expresses the
desire of a flower to be part of the path where brave warriors walk, rather than being used
for decoration or vanity. The flower symbolizes selfless sacrifice and love for the
motherland.

Key Elements

Symbolism: The flower represents a person who wishes to serve the nation.
Patriotism: The poem emphasizes sacrifice and devotion to the motherland.
Selflessness: Rejecting superficial beauty to be part of a noble cause.

Textual Evidence



Lines like "Mujhe Tod Lena, Banmali! Us Path Mein Tum Dena Phaink, Matra Bhoomi Per
Sheesh Chadhane Jis Path Jaayen Veer Anek!" show the flower’s wish to be thrown on the
path where many brave warriors bow their heads to the motherland.

Solved Examples

Example: What does the flower in the poem desire?

Answer: The flower desires to be part of the path where brave warriors walk and sacrifice
themselves for the motherland, symbolizing selfless patriotism.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Who is the poet of "Pushp Ki Abhilasha"?
What does the flower not want to be used for?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the symbolism of the flower in the poem.
What message does the poem convey about patriotism?

Level 3 – Challenging

Analyze how the poem uses imagery to express selfless sacrifice.
Discuss the relevance of this poem in today’s context.

Answer Key



Level 1

Makhanlal Chaturvedi is the poet.
The flower does not want to be used as decoration or in garlands.

Level 2

The flower symbolizes a person who wishes to sacrifice for the nation rather
than seek personal glory.
The poem conveys that true patriotism involves selfless sacrifice and devotion
to the motherland.

Level 3

The poem uses vivid imagery of the flower’s desire to be part of the path of
brave warriors, rejecting vanity, to highlight selflessness.
It remains relevant as it inspires citizens to prioritize national service and
sacrifice over personal gain.

Quick Reference

Poet: Makhanlal Chaturvedi
Theme: Selfless patriotism and sacrifice
Symbol: Flower representing a selfless soul

Glossary

Abhilasha: Desire or wish.
Patriotism: Love and devotion to one’s country.
Symbolism: Use of symbols to represent ideas.

Meadow Surprises Poem Summary and Analysis

"Meadow Surprises" by Lois Brandt Phillips is a poem that invites readers to observe and
appreciate the small wonders of nature found in meadows, such as butterflies, rabbits,
dandelions, and ants. It encourages a keen eye and sharp ear to discover these surprises.

Key Elements



Theme: Appreciation of nature’s small wonders.
Imagery: Vivid descriptions of meadow life like butterflies sipping nectar and rabbits
hopping.
Message: Encourages observation and respect for nature.

Textual Evidence

Lines like "You may see a butterfly rest upon a buttercup and unfold its drinking straws to
sip the nectar up" create vivid images of nature’s beauty.

Solved Examples

Example: What does the poem suggest about exploring a meadow?

Answer: The poem suggests that by walking softly and observing carefully, one can
discover many wonderful and surprising things in a meadow.

Practice Set

Level 1 – Easy

Name two animals mentioned in the poem.
What does the butterfly do in the poem?

Level 2 – Moderate

Explain the meaning of "velvet grass" and "amazing mound" as used in the poem.
Why does the poem say you need a keen eye and sharp ear?

Level 3 – Challenging



Write a short paragraph describing your own experience observing nature, inspired
by the poem.
Analyze how the poem uses sensory details to engage the reader.

Answer Key

Level 1

Butterfly and rabbit.
The butterfly rests on a buttercup and sips nectar.

Level 2

"Velvet grass" refers to soft, smooth grass; "amazing mound" refers to the ant’s
mound, which is a remarkable structure.
Because many meadow surprises are small and subtle, careful observation and
listening are needed to notice them.

Level 3

Answers will vary; should include personal observations and reflections.
The poem uses visual and auditory imagery like "velvet grass," "drinking straws,"
and "listen by the brook" to create vivid sensory experiences.

Quick Reference

Poet: Lois Brandt Phillips
Theme: Nature’s small wonders
Imagery: Visual and auditory details

Glossary

Velvet: Soft and smooth texture.
Burrow: A hole or tunnel dug by animals.
Nectar: Sweet liquid produced by flowers.


