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Introduction to Government

Every country needs a government to maintain law and order, provide services, and
protect its people. Governments can be run by kings, religious leaders, or the people
themselves. Democracy is the most popular form of government today, where citizens
elect their representatives.

What is a Government?

A government is a system that governs a country, state, or community. It is responsible for
making laws, executing them, and ensuring justice. Governments answer to the people by
providing economic opportunities, social welfare, and infrastructure.

Role of Government

The government has several important roles including:

e Maintaining law and order

e Ensuring peace, security, and stability

¢ Looking after foreign relations and defence

e Providing essential services such as education, healthcare, and roads
¢ Managing the economy

e Working for public welfare

Mnemonic to Remember Roles — S-L-E-E-P-W: Security, Law and order, Essential services,
Economy, Peace, Welfare.

Three Broad Functions of Government

The government is divided into three branches, each with distinct functions:



e Legislative: Makes laws and rules.
e Executive: Enforces or carries out the laws.
¢ Judiciary: Interprets the laws and ensures they are fair.

Think of a Cricket Team!

e Legislature = Players who plan the game
e Executive = Players who play
¢ Judiciary = Umpires who ensure fair play

Types of Government

Governments differ based on several criteria:

e Source of authority: Who holds the power (people, religion, monarchy)

e Formation: How power is gained (elections, inheritance, force)

e Structure and functioning: How the government operates (branches like legislative,
executive, judiciary)

e Goals: What the government aims to achieve (equality, control, prosperity)

Democracy

Definition: A government where power lies with the people of the country.

Examples: India, USA, France.

The word "democracy”’ comes from Greek: "demos” (people) + "kratos” (rule) = "Rule by the
people”.



Key Principles of Democracy

¢ Equality: Everyone has equal rights.

e Freedom: Freedom to speak and choose.

¢ Representative Participation: People vote to elect representatives.
¢ Universal Adult Franchise: All adults have the right to vote.

e Fundamental Rights: Protected by law (e.g. right to speech).

¢ Independent Judiciary: Laws are applied fairly.

Types of Democracy

Direct Democracy: Citizens make decisions themselves (e.g., Switzerland).

Representative Democracy: Citizens elect representatives to make decisions (e.g., Indiq,
USA).

Forms of Representative Democracy

e Parliamentary: Executive is part of the legislature (India).
e Presidential: Executive is separate from the legislature (USA).

Important Terms

e Legislature: Makes laws (e.g. Indian Parliament).

e Executive: Implements laws (e.g., Prime Minister, President).

e Judiciary: Protects and interprets laws (e.g., Supreme Court).

e Upper House: Members chosen indirectly (e.g., Rajya Sabha).

e Lower House: Members chosen by direct elections (e.g., Lok Sabha).

e Separation of Power: Branches work independently to prevent misuse of power.

Historical Examples of Democracy



e Ancient India (Vaijji Mahajanapada): Elected leaders.

e Chola Period (Uttaramerur): Village elections with strict rules.

e Greek and Roman Repubilics: Voting limited to free men, excluding women and
slaves.

Other Forms of Government

Governments can also be classified based on who holds power:

e Monarchy: Rule by a king or queen (monarch).

e Theocracy: Rule by religious leaders based on religious laws.

¢ Dictatorship: One person or small group holds absolute power without elections or
rights.

e Oligarchy: A small, powerful group controls the government.

e Anarchy: No governing authority.

Monarchy

e Absolute Monarchy: Monarch has complete power (e.g., Saudi Arabia).
e Constitutional Monarchy: Monarch has limited power; elected representatives hold
real power (e.g., United Kingdom).

Theocracy

Ruled by religious leaders based on religious laws. Examples include Iran and Vatican City.

Dictatorship

One person or a small group holds absolute power without elections or rights.



Examples: Adolf Hitler in Germany, Idi Amin in Uganda.

Oligarchy

A small, powerful group, often wealthy or influential, controls the government.

Example: Ancient Greek aristocracies.

Difference between Monarchy and Democracy

Aspect Monarchy Democracy
Ruler King or queen who inherits position Leaders chosen by voting
People’s Role No role in government decisions Active participation
Law Making Monarch makes laws Elected representatives make laws
Rights Often limited Guaranteed for all citizens
Accountability =~ Not responsible to people Leaders answerable to public

Why Democracy Matters

People can choose their representatives.
Government is accountable to the people.

Citizens can change leaders through elections.

Prioritises freedom, equality, and welfare.

Fundamental Fact: India is the largest democracy in the world, with over 90 crore voters.

Solved Examples




Example 1:

Question: What are the three branches of government and their functions?

Answer: The three branches are Legislative (makes laws), Executive (enforces laws), and
Judiciary (interprets laws).

Example 2:

Question: Name two types of democracy and give an example of each.

Answer: Direct democracy (e.g. Switzerland) where citizens decide directly, and
Representative democracy (e.g. India) where citizens elect representatives.

Practice Set

Easy

1. Define democracy.
2. List the three branches of government.

Moderate

3. Explain the difference between absolute monarchy and constitutional monarchy.
4. What is universal adult franchise?

Challenging



5. Discuss the importance of separation of powers in a democracy.
6. Compare and contrast dictatorship and oligarchy.

Answer Key

1. Democracy is a government where power lies with the people.

2. The three branches of government are Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary.

3. Absolute monarchy means the monarch has complete power; constitutional
monarchy means the monarch's power is limited and real power lies with elected
representatives.

4. Universal adult franchise is the right of all adult citizens to vote regardless of gender,
caste, or education.

5. Separation of powers ensures that the legislative, executive, and judiciary branches
work independently to prevent misuse of power and protect citizens' rights.

6. Dictatorship is rule by one person with absolute power and no rights for citizens;
oligarchy is rule by a small group of powerful people.

Quick Reference

e Government: System that governs a country.

e Democracy: Rule by the people.

e lLegislature: Makes laws.

e Executive: Enforces laws.

e Judiciary: Interprets laws.

e Monarchy: Rule by king or queen.

e Theocracy: Rule by religious leaders.

¢ Dictatorship: Rule by one person with absolute power.
e Oligarchy: Rule by a few powerful people.

Glossary

e Representative: A person chosen to act or make decisions on behalf of others.
e Accountability: The government being answerable to the people who elected them.
¢ Monarchs: Kings or queens who inherit their position.



¢ Universal Adult Franchise: The right of all adult citizens to vote regardless of gender,
caste, or education.

¢ Separation of Power: Division of government into branches that operate
independently.



