
Introduction to Governance

People have always lived together in communities, and when many people live close to
each other, disagreements and confusion can arise. To keep society running smoothly
and ensure harmony, rules are necessary. These rules help maintain order and guide
behaviour within families, schools, workplaces, and the wider society.

What is Governance?

Governance is the process of making decisions, organising society with different rules, and
ensuring everyone follows them. The group or system that makes these rules and ensures
their enforcement is called the government. Important rules are called laws. These rules
and laws can change over time through discussion and consensus among the people.
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Q: What is governance and why is it important in society?

A: Governance is the process of making decisions and organising society with rules to
ensure order and cooperation. It is important because it helps maintain peace, fairness,
and smooth functioning of society.

Three Organs of Government

Governments have three main parts called organs that work together to run a country
effectively and fairly. These are the Legislature, the Executive, and the Judiciary. Each
organ has a specific role but they must cooperate to maintain order and justice.

Roles of the Three Organs

Legislature: Makes and updates laws through elected representatives.
Executive: Enforces laws and manages administration.
Judiciary: Interprets laws and ensures they are fair.

Exam Question

Q: Name the three organs of government and briefly describe their functions.

A: The three organs are Legislature (makes laws), Executive (enforces laws), and Judiciary
(interprets laws and ensures justice).

Separation of Powers



The three branches of government are separate but work together. This separation
ensures checks and balances, so no branch becomes too powerful. Each branch monitors
and can correct the others if needed.

Importance of Separation of Powers

This system prevents misuse of power and protects citizens’ rights by ensuring fairness
and accountability in governance.

Exam Question

Q: Why is the separation of powers important in a government?

A: It prevents any one branch from becoming too powerful and ensures checks and
balances, promoting fairness and accountability.

Three Levels of Government

Government functions at three levels: local, state, and central (national). Each level
handles specific issues appropriate to its scope.

Functions at Different Levels

Local Government: Manages local issues like street lighting and minor repairs.
State Government: Handles larger problems within the state such as flood relief and
education.
Central Government: Deals with national issues affecting the entire country.

Exam Question



Q: What are the three levels of government and what kind of issues does each handle?

A: Local government handles local issues, state government manages state-wide
problems, and central government addresses national matters.

Democracy

Democracy is a system of government where power lies with the people. The word comes
from Greek words meaning 'people' and 'rule'. In a democracy, citizens elect leaders to
make decisions on their behalf because direct participation by everyone is not practical in
large countries.

Types of Democracy

Direct Democracy: Citizens vote directly on laws and decisions.
Representative Democracy: Citizens elect representatives who make decisions for
them.

Example of Democracy

In a classroom, students may elect a class representative to speak to the principal instead
of everyone going individually. Similarly, in India, citizens elect Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) and Members of Parliament (MPs) to represent them.

Exam Question

Q: What is democracy and how does representative democracy work?



A: Democracy is a system where people have the power to choose their leaders. In
representative democracy, citizens elect leaders who make decisions on their behalf.

Glossary

Governance: Managing and organising society with rules.
Government: The system that makes and enforces laws.
Laws: Rules set to maintain order and justice.
Legislature: Makes and amends laws.
Executive: Enforces laws and manages resources.
Judiciary: Interprets laws and ensures fairness.
Separation of Powers: Distinct branches of government with checks and balances.
Democracy: Power lies with the people, who elect leaders.
Representatives: Elected officials who make decisions on behalf of people.
Representative Democracy: Citizens elect leaders to make decisions.
Direct Democracy: Citizens vote directly on laws.
Grassroots Democracy: Citizens participate in decision-making at local level.

Quick Reference

Governance ensures society functions smoothly through rules and laws.
Government has three organs: Legislature, Executive, Judiciary.
Separation of powers maintains balance and prevents misuse of power.
Government operates at local, state, and central levels.
Democracy means rule by the people, mainly through elected representatives.

Solved Examples

Example 1



Question: Why do we need rules in society?

Answer: Rules help maintain order, prevent conflicts, and ensure fairness so that society
functions smoothly.

Example 2

Question: What are the three organs of government and their roles?

Answer: Legislature makes laws, Executive enforces laws, and Judiciary interprets laws and
ensures justice.

Practice Set

Easy

Define governance.
Name the three organs of government.
What is democracy?

Moderate

Explain the importance of separation of powers.
Describe the functions of local, state, and central governments.
What is the difference between direct and representative democracy?

Challenging



How do the three organs of government work together to maintain order?
Why is grassroots democracy important in a large country like India?
Discuss how digital technology has influenced governance and law enforcement.

Answer Key

Governance: The process of making decisions and organising society with rules.
Three organs of government: Legislature, Executive, Judiciary.
Democracy: A system where power lies with the people who elect leaders.
Separation of powers: Prevents concentration of power and ensures checks and
balances.
Functions of government levels: Local handles local issues, state manages state
problems, central deals with national matters.
Direct vs Representative democracy: Direct involves citizens voting on laws directly;
representative involves electing leaders to decide.
Three organs working together: Legislature makes laws, Executive enforces them,
Judiciary interprets and ensures fairness.
Grassroots democracy importance: Allows citizens to participate in decisions
affecting their local community.
Digital technology impact: Enables faster services but also creates new challenges
like cybercrime, requiring updated laws and enforcement.

Chronology of Governance Concepts

Time Period /

Year
Event / Change Importance

Ancient times
Communities develop rules for
living together

Foundation of governance and
social order

Modern era
Formation of governments with
three organs

Structured governance with checks
and balances



20th century
Development of democracy as a
system

People’s participation in governance

Recent
decades

Introduction of digital technology
in governance

Improved services and new
challenges like cybercrime


