Twin Melodies

English : Kaveri
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Introduction to Twin Melodies

Twin Melodies is a play from the English course "Kaveri" that explores the journey of
young musicians learning to balance tradition and modernity in music. The story revolves
around Shruti Sharma, a young violinist, and her friends who form a fusion music group.
The play highlights themes of family values, cultural heritage, and the courage to pursue
one’s passion despite challenges.

The play is set in a musical environment where different instruments like the flute, tabla,
violin, and keyboard come together to create Indo-Western fusion music. It emphasizes
teamwork, creativity, and the importance of communication within families.

Summary of Acts




Act |

The play opens with four children—Shruti, Igbal, Avinash, and Peter—practicing Indo-
Western fusion music. Shruti is troubled because she has not told her strict father, Nabin
Sharma, about the group’s concert. Her friends encourage her to be honest with her
father despite his traditional views on music.

Act 1l

Shruti tries to inform her parents about the concert but faces resistance from her father,
who disapproves of fusion music and insists on classical Hindustani music only. Her
mother, Leela, also expresses concern about Shruti not seeking permission earlier. The
act highlights the conflict between traditional and contemporary musical preferences
within the family.

Act Il

During a practice session at Igbal’s house, Shruti’s parents unexpectedly attend and are
impressed by the performance. Nabin acknowledges the skill and dedication of the group
and supports Shruti’s decision to participate in fusion music. The act ends with a warm
family reconciliation and mutual understanding.

Characters

e Shruti Sharma: A young aspiring violinist who wishes to explore fusion music.

* Guru Nabin Sharma: Shruti’'s father, a strict classical violinist and principal of a
music school.

e Leela Devi: Shruti’s mother, supportive but concerned about family harmony.

e Avinash: Tabla player in the fusion group.

e Igbal: Flutist in the fusion group.

e Peter: Keyboard player in the fusion group.



Themes

e Tradition versus Modernity: The play explores the tension between classical
music traditions and contemporary fusion styles.

e Family and Communication: It highlights the importance of honest
communication and understanding within families.

e Passion and Perseverance: Shruti’s determination to pursue her passion despite

obstacles is a key theme.
e Teamwork and Friendship: The group’s collaboration in music-making shows the

value of working together.

Literary Devices

* Dialogue: The play uses realistic conversations to reveal character traits and

conflicts.
e Symbolism: Musical instruments symbolize cultural identity and personal

expression.
* Ildioms and Phrases: Phrases like "bite the bullet" are used to convey courage and

resolve.
e Imagery: Descriptions of music and instruments create vivid sensory experiences.

Important Quotes and Explanation

e "Melody runs in the veins of Miss Shruti Sharma, daughter of the master violinist
Nabin Sharma!" - Highlights Shruti’s musical heritage and talent.

e "“Familiarity breeds contempt." - Nabin’s belief emphasizing the value of focused
practice over frequent performances.

e "Bite the bullet.”" - An idiom used by Shruti to express her decision to face her
father’s strictness bravely.

e "“Each bay, its own wind." - Nabin’s acceptance that everyone has their own path
and style in music.

Solved Examples



Extract-Based Question

Q: Why is Shruti hesitant to tell her father about the fusion concert?

A: Shruti is hesitant because her father, Nabin Sharma, is a strict classical musician who
disapproves of fusion music. She fears his reaction as he believes classical Hindustani
music is the only true form of art. This creates a conflict between her passion and her
father’s traditional views.

Writing Sample

Q: Write a short paragraph on the importance of teamwork as shown in “Twin Melodies."

A: In "Twin Melodies," teamwork is essential as the young musicians combine their
talents on different instruments to create harmonious fusion music. Their cooperation
and mutual support help them improve and enjoy their practice sessions. This shows that
working together can lead to success and strengthen friendships.

Practice Set

Level 1 - Easy

e |dentify the instruments played by Shruti and her friends.
e What is the main conflict Shruti faces in the play?
e Define the idiom "bite the bullet" used in the play.

Level 2 - Moderate

e Explain the theme of tradition versus modernity in "Twin Melodies."
e Describe the character of Nabin Sharma and his views on music.



e How does the play show the importance of communication in families?

Level 3 - Challenging

e Analyze how Shruti’'s father’s attitude changes by the end of the play and what
causes this change.

e Discuss the significance of fusion music in the play and how it represents cultural
integration.

e Write an essay on the role of passion and perseverance in achieving one’s goals,
using examples from the play.

Answer Key

Level 1 - Easy

e Shruti plays the violin; Igbal plays the flute; Avinash plays the tabla; Peter plays the
keyboard.

e The main conflict is Shruti’s struggle to tell her father about her participation in a
fusion music concert, which he disapproves of.

e "Bite the bullet" means to face a difficult or unpleasant situation bravely.

Level 2 - Moderate

e The theme of tradition versus modernity is shown through the clash between
classical music values held by Nabin and the contemporary fusion music pursued by
Shruti and her friends.

e Nabin Sharma is a strict classical musician who values traditional Hindustani music
and is initially against fusion music, believing it dilutes true art.

e The play shows communication is important as Shruti’s hesitation causes tension,
but honest discussion leads to understanding and support.

Level 3 - Challenging



e Nabin’s attitude changes after witnessing the group’s performance, realizing fusion
music can be soulful and skillful. His change is caused by seeing Shruti’'s dedication
and the quality of the music.

e Fusion music symbolizes blending of cultures and acceptance of new ideas while
respecting tradition, reflecting the play’s message of harmony.

e Passion and perseverance are shown by Shruti’s determination to pursue fusion
music despite her father’s disapproval, ultimately leading to success and family
acceptance.

Quick Reference

e Title: Twin Melodies

e Author: Mitra Phukan

e Genre: Play

* Main Characters: Shruti Sharma, Nabin Sharma, Leela Devi, Avinash, Igbal, Peter
e Themes: Tradition vs Modernity, Family Communication, Passion, Teamwork

e Setting: Indo-Western fusion music practice sessions and family home

Glossary

e Crescendo: A gradual increase in loudness in a piece of music.

* Desecration: Disrespect or violation of something sacred.

e Ragas and Aalaaps: Elements of Hindustani classical music involving melodic
frameworks and improvisation.

» Bite the bullet: To face a difficult situation bravely.

e Contempt: Strong dislike or disrespect.

e Hubbub: Loud noise or commotion.

* Iterated: Repeated or stated again.

e Painstakingly: Done with great care and effort.

 Worked his fingers to the bone: Worked very hard.

e Root: To support or cheer for someone.

Musical Instruments in the Play



The play features a variety of musical instruments that contribute to the Indo-Western
fusion music style. These include:

e Flute: A wind instrument played by Igbal, producing melodious tunes.

e Tabla: A pair of hand drums played by Avinash, providing rhythmic beats.

e Violin: Played by Shruti, a string instrument central to both classical and fusion
music.

 Keyboard: Played by Peter, adding harmonic and electronic sounds.

Understanding these instruments helps appreciate the blend of traditional and modern
music styles portrayed in the play.

Idioms and Phrases Used in Twin Melodies

The play uses several idioms and phrases to enrich the dialogue and convey emotions
effectively. Some important idioms include:

e Bite the bullet: To face a difficult situation bravely, as Shruti decides to do when
talking to her father.

 Worked his fingers to the bone: To work very hard, describing Nabin’s dedication
to his music.

* Root for someone: To support or cheer for someone, as Nabin eventually does for
Shruti’s group.

Learning these idioms helps students understand the language and cultural context of
the play better.



