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Universal Adult Franchise

Universal adult franchise is a fundamental feature of Indian democracy, established by
the Constitution makers from the outset. It means that every adult citizen aged 18 and
above has the right to vote, with each vote having equal value. This right is granted
irrespective of caste, creed, race, religion, gender, education, or income. The term
‘universal’ signifies this inclusiveness.

What is universal adult franchise?

Universal adult franchise is the right of every adult citizen to vote in elections without
discrimination.

Why is universal franchise important in India?



It ensures equality, civic engagement, and the ability to choose representatives,
promoting active participation and responsibility among citizens.

Exam Question

Q: Why did the Constitution makers decide on universal adult franchise from the
beginning?

A: They believed in equality and democratic values, ensuring every adult citizen could
participate in the electoral process regardless of literacy or social status.

India’s Electoral System

India’s electoral system is a vast and complex mechanism designed to manage elections
in the world’s largest democracy. It is organized by the Election Commission of India
(ECI), an independent constitutional body responsible for conducting free and fair
elections at various levels including the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State Legislative
Assemblies, and offices of the President and Vice President.

How does India’s electoral system work?

India uses the ‘First-Past-the-Post’ system for Lok Sabha and state assembly elections,
where the candidate with the most votes in a constituency wins. The country is divided
into constituencies, each electing one representative. The Rajya Sabha members are
elected indirectly by the elected members of state legislative assemblies using a single
transferable vote system.

What is the role of the Election Commission of India?

The ECI organizes elections, registers political parties, enforces the Model Code of
Conduct, and oversees the entire electoral process to ensure free and fair elections. It



also implements accessibility measures to include elderly and disabled voters.

Exam Question

Q: What are the main responsibilities of the Election Commission of India?

A: The ECI sets election dates, registers political parties, enforces election rules, and
manages the electoral process to ensure free and fair elections.

Types of Elections in India

India conducts elections at multiple levels: national (Lok Sabha), state (Legislative
Assemblies), and local bodies (urban and rural). The Lok Sabha has 543 constituencies,
and elected members are called Members of Parliament (MPs). State assemblies have
Members of Legislative Assembly (MLAs). The Rajya Sabha is the upper house of
Parliament, with members elected indirectly.

What are the differences between Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
elections?

Lok Sabha members are directly elected by the people using the First-Past-the-Post
system. Rajya Sabha members are elected indirectly by MLAs using the single
transferable vote system, with some members nominated by the President.

Exam Question

Q: How are members of the Rajya Sabha elected?

A: They are elected by the elected members of state legislative assemblies through a
single transferable vote system, and some are nominated by the President.



Election Process and Voting

The election process involves voter registration, campaigning, voting, and counting.
Voting is done using Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) with Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT) for transparency. Special provisions exist for elderly and disabled voters,
including home voting and assistive technologies.

What is the secret ballot?

The secret ballot ensures that voters’ choices are private, preventing coercion and
ensuring fairness.

Exam Question

Q: Why is the secret ballot important in elections?

A: It protects voter privacy, prevents undue influence, and ensures free and fair
elections.

Model Code of Conduct

The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is a set of guidelines for political parties and
candidates to ensure elections are conducted fairly and peacefully. It prohibits misuse of
government resources, vote-buying, and offensive campaigning.

What are some key elements of the Model Code of Conduct?

Government must not announce new schemes during elections, candidates must exercise
restraint, and offering gifts for votes is punishable.



Exam Question

Q: What is the purpose of the Model Code of Conduct?

A: To ensure free, fair, and peaceful elections by regulating the behavior of political
parties and candidates.

Challenges and Future of Indian Democracy

Despite being the world’s largest democracy, India faces challenges such as the influence
of money in elections, candidates with criminal records, and voter apathy. Empowering
voters through education and awareness is essential for the health of democracy.

What are the main challenges facing Indian elections?

Growing money power, criminalization of politics, and voter apathy, especially in urban
areas.

Exam Question

Q: How can voter awareness improve Indian democracy?

A: Educated and aware voters make responsible choices, which strengthens democratic
processes and reduces malpractices.

Solved Examples

Example 1: Explain why universal adult franchise is important in India.



Answer: It ensures equality and inclusiveness, allowing every adult citizen to participate
in democracy regardless of social or economic status.

Example 2: Describe the role of the Election Commission of India.

Answer: The ECI organizes and supervises elections, enforces election laws, registers
political parties, and ensures elections are free and fair.

Practice Set

Easy

e What is the minimum age for voting in India?
e Who conducts elections in India?

Moderate

e Explain the First-Past-the-Post electoral system.
e What is the significance of the secret ballot?

Challenging

e Discuss the challenges faced by the Indian electoral system and suggest measures
to overcome them.
e Explain the election process for the Rajya Sabha.

Answer Key



e Minimum age for voting in India is 18 years.

e Elections in India are conducted by the Election Commission of India.

e First-Past-the-Post system means the candidate with the most votes wins.

e The secret ballot protects voter privacy and ensures free and fair elections.

e Challenges include money influence, criminal candidates, and voter apathy;
solutions include voter education and strict enforcement of laws.

e Rajya Sabha members are elected indirectly by MLAs using a single transferable
vote system.

Quick Reference

e Universal Adult Franchise: Every adult citizen’s right to vote equally.

e Election Commission of India: Constitutional body managing elections.
e First-Past-the-Post: Electoral system where the highest vote-getter wins.
* Model Code of Conduct: Guidelines for fair election conduct.

* Rajya Sabha: Upper house of Parliament, elected indirectly.

Glossary

* Franchise: The right to vote in elections.

e Constituency: A geographic area represented by an elected official.
e Coalition: An alliance of political parties working together.

e Dissolution: The formal end of a legislative body’s term.

e Secret Ballot: A voting method that ensures voter privacy.

e Voter Apathy: Lack of interest or participation in voting.

Chronology of Key Events in Indian Electoral History

Year Event Significance

Foundation for democratic

1947 India gains Independence governance and universal
franchise



1950

1951-
52

1988

2024

Establishment of Election Commission of
India

First General Elections held

Voting age lowered from 21 to 18

Record voter turnout and introduction of
home voting for elderly and disabled

Ensured free and fair elections

First exercise of universal adult
franchise in India

Expanded voter base and youth
participation

Increased inclusivity and
accessibility in elections



