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Introduction to Drama

Drama is a literary form that presents a story through dialogue, either in prose or verse,
and is intended to be performed on stage. It involves the element of make-believe, where
actors impersonate characters, creating an illusion of reality for the audience. Drama is
broadly classified into tragedy and comedy, with subtypes such as tragicomedy and
problem-plays that explore middle-class life and social issues. Modern media like film,
radio, and television have expanded the reach of drama, producing a wide range of works
from soap operas to serious productions.

In the Kaleidoscope course, two plays are included: "Chandalika" by Rabindranath Tagore,
which explores the struggles of an untouchable woman, and an excerpt from "Broken
Images" by Girish Karnad, a monologue revealing a celebrity writer's inner life.

Key Elements

Definition: Drama is a story told through dialogue and intended for performance.
Types: Tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy, problem-play.

Modern relevance: Drama is widely adapted in mass media.
Focus in Tagore's plays: Character development and emotional expression
through music.



Examples

Tagore’s plays often use music to enhance emotional depth and focus on the unfolding of
characters’ inner lives.

Practice Set

1. Define drama and explain its main types.
2. How does modern media influence the form and reach of drama?
3. Discuss the role of music in Tagore’s plays.

Answer Key

1. Drama is a literary form presenting a story through dialogue, mainly performed on
stage. Its main types are tragedy and comedy, with subtypes like tragicomedy and
problem-play.

2. Modern media such as film, radio, and television have expanded drama’s reach,
allowing diverse forms like soap operas and serious productions.

3. Music in Tagore’s plays helps express delicate emotions and enhances the portrayal
of characters’ inner conflicts.

Quick Reference

e Drama = story + dialogue + performance
e Types = tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy, problem-play
e Music = emotional expression in Tagore’s drama

Glossary

* Tragedy: A serious drama with a sorrowful or disastrous ending.
e Comedy: A drama with humorous or happy endings.
* Tragicomedy: A play mixing elements of tragedy and comedy.



* Problem-play: Drama focusing on social issues rather than traditional tragedy or
comedy.

Rabindranath Tagore and His Dramatic Works

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) was a renowned Indian poet, novelist, short story
writer, and dramatist. He was the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1913. Tagore’s family background fostered his interest in drama from a young age, as
they enjoyed writing and staging plays. His plays are known for their musical elements,
which help convey subtle emotions and highlight the development of characters. The
central theme in his dramas is the spiritual and psychological growth of characters, often
revealing their inner enlightenment.

Key Elements

e Biography: Tagore was a multifaceted artist and thinker who contributed
significantly to Indian literature and culture.
e Literary focus: His plays emphasize character development and spiritual

awakening.
e Musical influence: Music plays a vital role in expressing emotions in his dramas.

Examples

Tagore’s play "Chandalika" is a psychological drama based on a Buddhist legend,
exploring themes of caste, love, and redemption.

Practice Set

1. Who was Rabindranath Tagore and what are his contributions to literature?

2. Explain the role of music in Tagore’s plays.
3. Describe the central interest of Tagore’s dramatic works.



Answer Key

1. Rabindranath Tagore was an Indian poet, novelist, and dramatist who won the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1913. He contributed poems, songs, novels, essays, and plays
focusing on humanism and spirituality.

2. Music in his plays helps bring out delicate emotions and supports the unfolding of
characters’ inner conflicts.

3. The central interest is the unfolding of character and the soul’s enlightenment.

Quick Reference

e Tagore = poet, novelist, dramatist, Nobel laureate
e Focus = character development and spiritual growth
e Music = emotional expression

Glossary

e Psychological drama: A play focusing on the inner emotional and mental conflicts
of characters.
¢ Enlightenment: Spiritual awakening or understanding.

Summary of Chandalika

“Chandalika" is a short drama by Rabindranath Tagore based on a Buddhist legend. It
tells the story of Prakriti, a girl from the lowest untouchable caste (chandalika), who
offers water to Ananda, a disciple of Buddha. This simple act awakens in her a new
consciousness of self-worth and humanity. Prakriti’s mother, skilled in magic, uses spells
to compel Ananda to visit them, but when Ananda arrives under the spell, he is overcome
with shame and prays to Buddha to free him. The spell is broken, and Ananda leaves pure
as before.

The play explores themes of caste discrimination, self-realization, love, and redemption.
Prakriti’s journey is one of inner emancipation, where she rises above societal prejudices



to claim her dignity and right to love and serve. The tragedy lies in the conflict between
self-consciousness and desire, leading to suffering and sacrifice, including the death of
Prakriti’'s mother.

Key Elements

e Plot: Prakriti’'s encounter with Ananda and the resulting spiritual and emotional
conflict.

e Themes: Caste discrimination, self-realization, love, redemption, spiritual
awakening.

e Characters: Prakriti (the chandalika girl), Ananda (Buddhist monk), Prakriti’s
mother.

e Conflict: Between societal norms and individual consciousness.

Important Quotes and Explanation

e "Give me water" - The simple request that triggers Prakriti’s awakening to her own
humanity and dignity.

e "Areligion that insults is a false religion" - Prakriti’s rejection of oppressive social
and religious norms.

e "I will enthrone you on the summit of all my dishonour" - Expresses the complex
interplay of shame, love, and acceptance.

Practice Set

. Why does giving water to a wayfarer become significant to Prakriti?
. Explain the meaning of Prakriti’'s new birth.

1

2

3. Discuss the role of Prakriti’s mother in the play.

4. How does the spell affect Ananda and what is its significance?
5

. What themes are explored through Prakriti’s character?

Answer Key



1. Giving water symbolizes recognition and acceptance, awakening Prakriti’s self-worth
beyond caste barriers.

2. Her new birth signifies spiritual awakening and freedom from social stigma.

3. Prakriti’s mother represents traditional beliefs and the use of magic to influence
events; she also sacrifices herself for her daughter’s redemption.

4. The spell forces Ananda to confront human desires and shame, highlighting the
conflict between spiritual detachment and earthly emotions.

5. Themes include caste discrimination, love, redemption, and self-realization.

Quick Reference

e Chandalika = untouchable girl’s spiritual awakening
» Key themes = caste, love, redemption
e Characters = Prakriti, Ananda, mother

Glossary

e Chandalika: A girl from the untouchable caste in Indian society.
e Untouchable: A member of the lowest caste, traditionally ostracized.
e Redemption: The act of being saved from sin or error.



