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For immediate release.

THE WEST END MUSICAL HIT
“EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE”
OPENS JANUARY 21

The North American Premiere Engagement Begins at
Center Theatre Group/Ahmanson Theatre on January 16 and
Continues Through February 20, 2022

Performances of the North American premiere of the West End hit musical “Everybody is
Talking About Jamie” opens on January 21, 2022, at Center Theatre Group/Ahmanson Theatre.
Previews begin, January 16, 2022, and performances continue through February 20, 2022.

Tickets for “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” are currently on sale for production at
Center Theatre Group/Ahmanson Theatre and start at $40. They are available through
CenterTheatreGroup.org, Audience Services at (213) 972-4400 or in person at the Center Theatre
Group Box Office (at the Ahmanson Theatre at The Music Center, 135 N. Grand Avenue in
Downtown L.A. 90012).

Layton Williams and Roy Haylock (also known as Bianca Del Rio, winner of “RuPaul’s Drag
Race”) will be reprising their roles from the West End production as Jamie and Hugo/Loco
Chanelle, respectively. They are joined by Melissa Jacques as Margaret, Shobna Gulati as Ray
(also stars as Ray in the New Regency film), Gillian Ford as Miss Hedge, Hiba Elchikhe as Pritti
Pasha, James Gillan as Tray Sophisticay, David O’Reilly as Laika Virgin, Leon Craig as Sandra
Bollock, Richard Appiah-Sarpong as Cy, Zion Battles as Levi, Ryan Hughes as Mickey, Jodie
Knight as Fatimah, Harriet Payne as Bex, Adam Taylor as Sayid and Rachel Seirian as Swing all of
whom were involved in the West End production. The Los Angeles cast also features George
Sampson as Dean, Cameron Johnson as Jamie's Dad, Kazmin Borrer as Vicki, Talia Palamathanan
as Becca, Simeon Beckett as Swing/Dance Captain and Emma Robotham-Hunt as
Swing/Assistant Dance Captain who were in the UK touring production.

Inspired by a true story, winner of three WhatsOnStage Awards including Best New Musical
and nominated for five Olivier Awards, this funny, fabulous musical sensation has thrilled
audiences and critics alike since opening in 2017. Fresh and contemporary with an extraordinary
mother and son relationship at its center, “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” celebrates
acceptance, belonging, the power of unconditional love of a mother for her child and how good life
is when everybody is the best they can be.

Jamie New (played by Williams) is sixteen and lives in public housing in Sheffield, England.
Jamie doesn’t quite fit in, he's terrified about the future and he’s going to be a sensation.

-more-



Performances of “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” Begin at the Ahmanson — 2

Supported by his loving mum (played Jacques); inspired by local legend Hugo and his alter ego
Loco Chanelle (played by Haylock); and surrounded by his friends, Jamie overcomes prejudice,
beats the bullies and steps out of the darkness, into the spotlight. “Everybody’s Talking About
Jamie” features catchy songs with music by Dan Gillespie Sells, lead singer-songwriter of the UK
rock band The Feeling, and lyrics by Tom MacRae, who also wrote the book.

Director Jonathan Butterell saw the Firecracker documentary film “Jamie: Drag Queen at
16" the true story of Jamie Campbell and his mother, Margaret. This inspired him to create this
musical which is a dramatized portrayal of a period in Jamie’s life but is not a faithful account.
Certain events and characters have been fictionalized.

“Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” features design by Anna Fleischle, choreography by
Kate Prince, lighting design by Lucy Carter, sound design by Paul Groothuis, casting by Will
Burton and video design by Luke Hall. The musical supervisor is Theo Jamieson.

The Sheffield Theatres production of “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” is produced in the
West End by Nica Burns, lan Osborne, Paula Marie Black, Teresa and Craig Beech. “Everybody’s
Talking About Jamie” opened at the Sheffield Crucible in 2017 before moving to the Apollo
Theatre in London’s West End. In addition to receiving five-star reviews, “Everybody’s Talking
About Jamie” has won eight major theatre awards including the UK Theatre and WhatsOnStage
Awards for Best New Musical and the Attitude Culture Award 2017 and was nominated for five
Olivier Awards. Most recently the show won Best Original Cast Recording at the 2019
WhatsOnStage Awards.

“Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” was screened live from the Apollo Theatre into over
500 cinemas across the UK, Ireland and select European territories on July 5, 2018, it was
screened in cinemas across the US, Canada and Australia in November of 2018 and there was an
encore cinema screening across the UK on January 29, 2019. “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie”
won the Event Cinema Campaign of the Year at the Screen Awards 2018. The official West End
cast recording was released digitally worldwide and on CD in the UK on April 27, 2018.
“Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” has been made into a major film by New Regency, Film4 and
Sheffield based production company Warp Films starring Max Harwood, Sarah Lancashire, Lauren
Patel, Shobna Gulati, Ralph Ineson, Adeel Akhtar, Samuel Bottomley, with Sharon Horgan and
Richard E. Grant. The stage production’s director, Jonathan Butterell, makes his feature-film
debut as director. “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” was released globally on Amazon Prime on
September 17, 2021.
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter: @JamieMusical

Center Theatre Group, one of the nation’s preeminent arts and cultural organizations, is
Los Angeles’ leading nonprofit theatre company, which, under the leadership of Managing
Director / CEO Meghan Pressman and Producing Director Douglas C. Baker, programs seasons at
the 736-seat Mark Taper Forum and 1,600 to 2,100-seat Ahmanson Theatre at The Music Center
in Downtown Los Angeles, and the 317-seat Kirk Douglas Theatre in Culver City. In addition to
presenting and producing the broadest range of theatrical entertainment in the country, Center
Theatre Group is one of the nation’s leading producers of ambitious new works through
commissions and world premiere productions and a leader in interactive community engagement
and education programs that reach across generations, demographics and circumstance to serve
Los Angeles.

Bank of America is Center Theatre Group’s 2021 — 2022 Season Sponsor. Bank of
America believes in the power of the arts to help economies thrive, to educate and enrich
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societies, and to create greater cultural understanding. For more than 20 years, the company has
supported Center Theatre Group’s innovative Education and Community Partnerships programs
as well as world-class productions. Bank of America is also an instrumental supporter in
accelerating Center Theatre Group's commitment to becoming an anti-racist, equitable, diverse,
and inclusive organization.

American Express is the official credit card for Center Theatre Group and the presenting
sponsor of the Digital Stage.

Center Theatre Group requires all guests to wear a mask and provide proof of full
vaccination, along with a government or education issued photo ID upon arrival. Per the
guidelines set by the CDC, “full vaccination” means that at least 14 days have passed since
receiving the second dose of an FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccine. Booster shots are highly
recommended and will be required in February for anyone who is eligible. Unvaccinated guests,
including children or those with a medical or religious reason, must provide proof of a negative
PCR COVID-19 test taken no more than 48 hours prior to attending an indoor performance, or a
negative rapid antigen test taken no more than 24 hours prior to attending an indoor performance.

Center Theatre Group will continue working closely with The Music Center and L.A. County
officials to ensure they are following all applicable health and safety protocols. More information
regarding safety updates as well as audience vaccination, testing and mask requirements is
available at CenterTheatreGroup.org/Safety.
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