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For immediate release. 
CENTER THEATRE GROUP ANNOUNCES  

2019-2020 L.A. WRITERS’ WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 

Seven Local Playwrights Have Been Chosen For Annual Residency  

 
Center Theatre Group has selected participants for the 2019-2020 L.A. Writers’ 

Workshop, where local playwrights are invited to spend eight months in residence at the 
company researching and writing new works with the feedback from artistic staff and their 
fellow writers. The workshop, administrated by Center Theatre Group’s Artistic Department, is 
designed to foster new voices, inspire playwrights to create their best work, encourage bold 
writing and build relationships among local playwrights, Center Theatre Group and the Los 
Angeles theatre community.  

“Being a large theatre in Los Angeles gives us the opportunity and the responsibility to 
open our doors and give writers a place to write exciting new plays,” says Center Theatre Group 
Associate Artistic Director/Literary Director Neel Keller. “Center Theatre Group was one of the 
first theatres to make wholesale commitments to the development of new work. The L.A. 
Writers’ Workshop grew out of that desire to have writers even more present and involved in the 
life of the theatre. It’s important for all of our spirits to have playwrights here—in the midst of 
all our activity. Their presence brings creative energy to our buildings and makes a clear 
statement that supporting the genesis of new, exploratory work is a central part of what Center 
Theatre Group is.”  

Those participating in the 2019-2020 L.A. Writers’ Workshop include Adelina Anthony, 
Ngozi Anyanwu, Jonathan Caren, Dionna Michelle Daniel, Boo Killebrew, Kenneth Lin and 

Kemp Powers. Playwrights were selected by Center Theatre Group’s artistic staff. Each year, the 
goal is to bring together Los Angeles playwrights, all of varying backgrounds and writing styles, 
with the intent on creating work that challenges audiences and the surrounding theatre 
community. To be eligible, the writers must currently reside in Los Angeles and must be either 
starting work on a new play or interested in starting work on a new play. 

The workshop begins in November with a weekend-long salon where local experts of the 
playwrights’ choosing are invited for a Q&A session. Through the session, the playwrights are 
able to use each expert’s knowledge and experience to garner additional insight on their 
respective play topics.  

The workshop continues with monthly meetings wherein the seven playwrights will come 
together to fuel the creative process and further the evolution of their work. During these 
meetings, the playwrights have the opportunity to lead cold readings, conduct improvisational 
exercises for scene development, discuss and deliberate relevant topics and invite additional 
experts as needed. 
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In June of 2020, a three-day retreat will serve as the residency year’s conclusion. Play 
readings of all seven plays will be conducted throughout the weekend with the help of 
professional actors hired by Center Theatre Group.  

In June 2018, Center Theatre Group launched the annual L.A. Writers’ Workshop 
Festival at the Kirk Douglas Theatre. It featured three new plays by L.A. Writers’ Workshop 
participants from throughout the program’s history. Details for the 2020 L.A. Writer’s Workshop 
Festival will be announced at a later date. 

Center Theatre Group has produced plays developed in the Writers’ Workshop, including 
the world premieres of Eliza Clark’s “Quack,” (Kirk Douglas Theatre in 2018) and Lisa Loomer’s 
“Distracted” (Mark Taper Forum in 2007). 

Several of the plays written and developed in the Writers’ Workshop have been produced 
around the country, including Julie Marie Myatt’s “My Wandering Boy” (South Coast Repertory), 
Adriana Sevahn Nichols’ “Night Over Erzinga” (Golden Thread/Silk Road Rising co-production) 
and Brett Neveu’s “The Opponent” (A Red Orchid Theatre). Additionally, Julie Hébert’s dance-
theatre piece “Night Falls” was performed in San Francisco in 2011 and Lila Rose Kaplan’s 
“Entangled” premiered at UC Santa Barbara’s Launch Pad in 2012. Dominique Morisseau’s 
“Confederates” (which had a staged reading as part of the 2019 L.A. Writers’ Workshop 
Festival) will have its world premiere at Oregon Shakespeare Festival in April 2020 followed by 
a New York premiere at Signature Theatre Company in May 2020. 

In the 14 years since its founding, the Writers’ Workshop community has grown to 103 
playwrights, including Jennifer Haley (“The Nether”), Dominque Morisseau (“Shameless,” 
“Ain’t Too Proud: The Life and Times of the Temptations” and “Pipeline”), Qui Nguyen 
(“Vietgone”) and Marco Ramirez (“The Defenders,” “The Royale”).  

Center Theatre Group, one of the nation’s preeminent arts and cultural organizations, is 
Los Angeles’ leading nonprofit theatre company, which, under the leadership of Artistic Director 
Michael Ritchie, Managing Director Meghan Pressman and Producing Director Douglas C. 
Baker, programs seasons at the 736-seat Mark Taper Forum and 1600 to 2100-seat Ahmanson 
Theatre at The Music Center in Downtown Los Angeles, and the 317-seat Kirk Douglas Theatre 
in Culver City. In addition to presenting and producing the broadest range of theatrical 
entertainment in the country, Center Theatre Group is one of the nation’s leading producers of 
ambitious new works through commissions and world premiere productions and a leader in 
interactive community engagement and education programs that reach across generations, 
demographics and circumstance to serve Los Angeles. 
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