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News Story Template (English)
An impactful news story shall ideally be of 500 words, unless there are details that are vital to the story and need to added to complete the story. Overall, the sentences shall be crisp and words be easily understandable for the readers. It is important to remain to the point, avoid long paragraphs, acronyms and too many figures. The story angle shall be of public interest, not of the interest of any organisation or department. Following are the key sections of an ideal news story on human rights, democracy or any other social issue;

	1: 
	Headline
	· The headline should grab the reader’s attention 
· It should be short and crisp and should not read like a sentence
· Avoid making headlines in past tense
· It is best to write the headline after completing the story and extract the most important keywords from the story
	Example: Rights Groups Raise Alarm Over Child Labor in Pakistan’s Brick Kilns


	2: 
	Introduction (Opening Paragraph)
	· Introduction is the first paragraph of the story. It shall be one to two sentences summarizing the most important fact or development, ideally not exceeding 35 words 
· Focus on what happened, where, when, why and how
	Example: A new study by the National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR) has revealed alarming levels of exploitation in Punjab’s brick kilns, exposing children and women to hazardous conditions.

	3: 
	Context / Background
	· Add recent trends, statistics, or history
· Link to broader human rights, democracy, or social justice concerns
· In next two paragraphs, explain why this issue is important or address “so what” factor
	Example: The study documents extreme abuses ranging from verbal and physical harassment to cases of abduction and even murder. Women workers remain especially vulnerable, subjected to rampant sexual harassment, coercion, and forced marriages. Workers continue to labour in unsafe, unhygienic, and exploitative conditions under extreme weather, often receiving wages well below the legal minimum and without access to social security.
The study shows that 97 per cent of workers enter kilns because of urgent loans, 90 per cent have no written contracts leaving them invisible to labour protections and over 70 per cent of families live in a single cramped room. It further reveals that 92 per cent of the workers report verbal abuse, many describe beatings, abductions, even torture.

	4:
	Voices & Perspectives

	Include quotes from:
· Affected people (victims, communities)
· Human rights activists / experts
· Government or institutional representatives (for balance)

	Example: Chairperson NCHR said that, “The report follows months of fieldwork, interviews, and surveys identifying violence, exploitation, and abuse in Punjab’s brick kilns. It documents laws ignored, promises broken, and dignity denied.”
CEO PPI said that the study reveals the extreme conditions faced by brick kiln workers in Pakistan. “These families endure generations of bonded labor, abuse, and deprivation of their fundamental rights. Our mission is to end this cycle of suffering through a business-approach model that empowers families with sustainable livelihoods.”

	5: 
	Key Findings / Challenges

	· Highlight the main problems identified (e.g., lack of legal protection, weak enforcement, social inequality)

	Example: The study highlights the weak enforcement of workplace standards, particularly in smaller kilns. It also reveals the absence of gender-sensitive monitoring, harassment protections in bonded labour laws, structured rehabilitation programs, and social protection systems. Fragmented complaint mechanisms and limited outreach by District Vigilance Committees further aggravate the vulnerability of workers.

	6: 
	Way Forward /Closing
	· Mention recommendations/way forward suggested by rights groups, policymakers, or commissions.
· If available, quote officials’ responses or future commitments.
· End with a line that connects the issue to larger democratic values, human rights frameworks, or social development goals.
	Example: The study calls for urgent reforms. These include ratification of outstanding labour conventions, strict enforcement of minimum wage laws, stronger protections against harassment, effective monitoring mechanisms, and greater social security coverage. The report also emphasizes the need for structured rehabilitation support for rescued workers, appointment of women labor inspectors, creation of rehabilitation fund and adoption of successful reform models such as EBLIK on a broader scale.
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