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AS vs A Levels: Which Path Should You 
Take? 

In India, the terms "AS Level" and "A Level" are typically associated with qualifications 
offered by the Cambridge International Examinations (CIE), which is a part of the University 
of Cambridge. These qualifications are recognized and offered by various schools and 
institutions in India, particularly in international schools and some prestigious private 
schools. 

AS Level (Advanced Subsidiary Level): 

AS Level is a one-year qualification offered by Cambridge International Examinations. 

Students in India can choose to take AS Level subjects in various disciplines, such as 
mathematics, sciences, humanities, and languages. 

AS Level courses are usually taken in the penultimate year of high school (Class 11 or 
equivalent). 

AS Level is often considered a bridge between the Indian education system (Class 10 or 
equivalent) and A Level. 

A Level (Advanced Level): 
A Level is a two-year qualification offered by Cambridge International Examinations. 

Students who have completed AS Level in their penultimate year can continue with A Level 
course in their final year of high school (Class 12 or equivalent). 

A Level is recognized by universities and colleges both in India and internationally and is 
considered equivalent to the 12th-grade qualifications of various Indian boards. 

The primary purpose of AS and A Levels in India is to provide students with an 
internationally recognized qualification that can facilitate admission to universities around 
the world. Many students who aspire to study abroad or seek international educational 
opportunities opt for AS and A Levels to meet admission requirements. 

It's important to note that AS and A Levels are not as common as the Indian education 
board systems like CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) or ICSE (Indian Certificate 
of Secondary Education) but are available in select schools and institutions that offer 
international curricula. Students considering these qualifications should check with their 
schools or educational institutions for specific details regarding course offerings and 
eligibility. 
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Understanding the Difference Between AS Levels and A 
Levels in the UK 

In the United Kingdom, students in their final two years of high school have the option to 
pursue either AS Levels or A Levels, two distinct qualifications with varying durations and 
purposes.  

AS Levels 

Duration: AS Levels are one-year qualifications. 

Subject Choices: In your penultimate year of high school, you can opt for 4-5 AS Level 
subjects.  

Progression: You have the choice to continue with 3-4 of these AS Level subjects into A2 
Level in your final year of high school. 

AS Level to A2 Level is a common pathway for students in the UK who are preparing for 
university. In the first year of AS Level, students typically take 4-5 subjects. In the second 
year, they can then choose to continue with 3-4 of those subjects at the A2 Level. 

There are a few reasons why students might choose to progress to A2 Level. First, it allows 
them to specialize in the subjects that they are most interested in and that they are most 
likely to succeed in. Second, it gives them the opportunity to take more advanced courses 
that will prepare them for university. Third, it can help them to boost their A Level grades, 
which are important for university admissions. 

The decision of whether or not to progress to A2 Level is a personal one. There is no right or 
wrong answer, and the best option for you will depend on your individual circumstances 
and goals. Here are some factors to consider when making your decision: 

1. Your academic ability: If you are confident that you can achieve good grades in A2 
Level subjects, then this is the best option for you. However, if you are not sure, then 
you may want to reconsider. 

2. Your career goals: If you know what you want to study at university, then you can 
choose the A2 Level subjects that are relevant to your chosen course. However, if 
you are not sure, then it is a good idea to take a variety of subjects so that you keep 
your options open. 

3. Your time commitment: A2 Levels are more demanding than AS Levels, so you need 
to be prepared to put in more work. If you are not sure if you have the time or the 
dedication, then you may want to reconsider. 

Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to progress to A2 Level is up to you. There is no 
right or wrong answer, and the best option for you will depend on your individual 
circumstances and goals.  
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Here are some additional tips for deciding whether or not to progress to A2 Level:  

Talk to your teachers and career advisor. They can help you to assess your academic ability 
and to choose the subjects that are right for you. 

Research the universities that you are interested in. Find out which subjects they require for 
your chosen course. 

Think about your future career goals. What subjects will help you to achieve your goals? 

Consider your time commitment. Are you willing to put in the extra work required for A2 
Level? 

I hope this helps! 

Here is an example of how the progression from AS Level to A2 Level might work: 

A student takes 4 AS Level subjects in their first year: Maths, Physics, Chemistry, and English. 

In their second year, they choose to continue with 3 of those subjects at A2 Level: Maths, 
Physics, and Chemistry. 

They then take the A2 Level exams in those subjects in the summer. 

If they achieve the required grades, they can then apply to university to study a degree in a 
related subject, such as engineering or medicine. 

Of course, this is just one example. There are many other possible pathways that students 
can take. The most important thing is to choose the pathway that is right for you and that 
will help you to achieve your goals. 

AS Levels offer flexibility: AS Levels provide flexibility, making them suitable if you're 
undecided about your university field of study or want to keep your options open. 

You can take a wider range of subjects. AS Levels offer a wider range of subjects than A 
Levels, so you can explore your interests and find out what you are good at. This can be 
helpful if you are not sure what you want to study at university. 

You can drop subjects. If you find that you are not enjoying a subject or that it is too 
challenging, you can drop it at the end of the first year. This can help you to focus on the 
subjects that you are most interested in and that you are most likely to succeed in. 

You can resist exams. If you do not get the grades you need in an AS Level subject, you can 
resist the exam in the summer. This can give you a second chance to prove your ability in 
the subject. 
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You can transfer to A Levels. If you decide that you want to study a particular subject at 
university, you can transfer to A Levels in the second year. This will give you the opportunity 
to take the more advanced A Level courses that are required for your chosen course. 

Overall, AS Levels offer a lot of flexibility, which can be helpful if you are undecided about 
your university field of study or want to keep your options open. 

 Here are some additional thoughts on the flexibility of AS Levels: 

AS Levels can be a good way to test out different subjects and see what you are interested 
in. 

They can also be a good way to get a feel for the demands of A Levels before you commit to 
taking them for two years. 

If you are not sure what you want to study at university, AS Levels can give you some time 
to figure it out. 

And if you do decide that you want to study a particular subject at university, you can 
always transfer to A Levels in the second year. 

So, if you are looking for a flexible option that will allow you to keep your options open, AS 
Levels are a good choice. 

Academic Confidence: AS Levels can be a suitable option if you're uncertain about achieving 
the required grades in A Level subject. 

AS Levels are a less demanding qualification than A Levels. This means that they require less 
time commitment and less work. If you are not confident that you can handle the demands 
of A Levels, then AS Levels can be a good way to build your academic confidence. 

AS Levels can give you a taste of A Level study. This can help you to decide if A Levels are the 
right choice for you. If you find that you are struggling with AS Level study, then you may 
want to reconsider taking A Levels. 

Provide a preview of A Level studies, and develop essential skills. If struggling with a subject, 
seeking help from teachers or tutors, joining study groups, and believing in your potential 
can overcome setbacks. Consulting with teachers and career advisors is advised when 
considering AS Levels. Success relies on dedication and self-belief, allowing for a smoother 
transition to A Levels if performance is strong, potentially saving time and money. 

A Levels 

Duration: A Levels span over two years. 

Subject Choices: In your last two years of high school, you typically select 3-4 A Level 
subjects. 
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Purpose: A Levels are ideal if you already know your desired university major and are 
confident in your ability to meet the grade requirements. 

Challenge: They are also a great choice if you seek more rigorous and challenging subjects. 

The decision between AS Levels and A Levels is a personal one, and there's no one-size-fits-
all answer. Consider these factors when making your choice: 

1. Academic Ability: If you're confident about achieving high grades, A Levels may be 
the better choice. AS Levels could be a safer option if you're unsure. 

2. Career Goals: If you're certain about your university major, pick A Level subjects 
related to your course. For undecided students, a variety of subjects can keep 
options open. 

3. Time Commitment: A Levels demand more effort and time than AS Levels. Assess 
whether you're willing to put in the extra work. 

It's crucial to remember that the choice is ultimately yours, dependent on your unique 
circumstances and aspirations. Here are some additional tips: 

Consult with your teachers and career advisor to assess your academic abilities and select 
suitable subjects. 

Research the universities you're interested in to determine their subject requirements for 
your chosen course. 

Align your subject choices with your future career goals. 

Consider your willingness and ability to commit the extra effort required for A Levels. 

Making an informed decision between AS Levels and A Levels is essential to your 
educational journey, and these guidelines can help you navigate this choice effectively. 

Conclusion: 

To conclude, the decision of whether to take AS Levels or A Levels is a personal one. There is 
no right or wrong answer, and the best option for you will depend on your individual 
circumstances and goals. 

Here is a summary of the key points: 

AS Levels are a one-year qualification, while A Levels are a two-year qualification. 

AS Levels can be a good option if you are not sure what you want to study at university or if 
you want to keep your options open. 

A Levels can be a good option if you know what you want to study at university and you are 
confident that you can achieve the grades you need. 
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The decision of which path to take should be made after considering your academic ability, 
career goals, and time commitment. 


