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DSAT Retake: When And How To 
Improve Your Scores?  

 

DSAT is a standardized test conducted by the College Board for admissions into undergraduate courses in 
the US, UK, Canada, and other universities abroad. DSAT plays a pivotal role in college admissions, 
serving as a critical milestone in a student’s journey toward higher education. The DSAT scores are a 
doorway to students’ higher education prospects. In such a scenario, deciding to retake the DSAT requires 
careful deliberation.  

Here are a few instances of when and how to do a DSAT retake and improve your chances of gaining 
admission to the college of your dreams: 

Understanding the DSAT: Before diving into the nuances of any test, in this case, retaking the DSAT, it’s 
essential to understand and reevaluate the structure of the test. The DSAT evaluation of candidates depends 
on various aspects such as Math, Science, Writing & language, perceptual ability, reading comprehension 
skills, and quantitative reasoning. Each section plays an equally crucial role in determining your overall 
DSAT score, which is why understanding the DSAT structure is a key factor in determining better 
performance for your undergraduate admissions. 

Evaluate Your Initial Performance: The decision to retake the DSAT begins with a primary objective, that 
is, an honest assessment of your initial performance. Examine and evaluate your scores in each section of 
the test to identify your strengths and weaknesses. Check if there exist specific areas where you performed 
exceptionally well. Conversely, pinpoint the sections where you assess that improvement is needed. This 
reflective analysis becomes the foundation for a targeted and effective study plan for your DSAT retake. 

Determine Your Target Scores: Research the DSAT score requirements of the college or university you 
aspire to attend. Different colleges and universities have varying admission criteria, and understanding the 
target scores can guide your retake strategy. Set realistic but ambitious goals based on the average scores 
accepted by your preferred institutions. This provides a clear benchmark to work towards during your 
preparation for the DSAT retake. 

When to do a DSAT Retake? 
Here are a few circumstances and criteria under which you can decide to retake the DSAT: 

Insufficient Scores for Target Colleges: 

If your initial DSAT scores fall below the threshold for admission requirements of the colleges or universities 
you aspire to attend, a DSAT retake may be necessary. Evaluate the score expectations of your target college 
and university and aim for overall improvement that aligns with their admissions criteria. 

Unmet Personal Benchmark: 

Assess your performance against your personal goals, that is, the benchmark threshold you set for yourself. If 
your initial scores do not correctly reflect your capabilities or if you believe you can achieve higher and better 
results, retaking the DSAT becomes a strategic choice to enhance your application outlook.  

Specific Section Weakness: 

If you assert from your initial DSAT score one or more specific sections of the test where your performance was 
subpar, retaking the DSAT allows you to focus on a strategic move for targeted improvement in those areas. 
Strengthening your weaknesses can also contribute to an overall score boost. 



 

 
            WWW.LITERACENTRE.COM              +91 98711 60718               INFO@LITERACENTRE.COM    

 BOOK A FREE DEMO 

 

Change of Strategies: 

If you deem from your initial DSAT performance that your preparation lacked efficiency or if you’ve identified 
more effective study methods that could give you an extra edge on your application, a DSAT retake is an 
opportunity to implement improved strategies. Reflect on your study plans and habits, evaluate yourself, and 
make adjustments for a more structured and impactful preparation to achieve the desired score. 

Scholarship Opportunities: 

Some colleges and universities offer merit-based scholarships based on DSAT scores. If you aspire to secure 
additional financial aid and benefits through scholarships to steer through your educational journey more 
efficiently, retaking the DSAT for a higher score can improve your eligibility for many scholarship 
opportunities. 

Changes in Test-Taking Conditions: 

While your initial DSAT experience was affected by some unavoidable external factors such as illness, stress, or 
technical issues, you can consider a DSAT retake under more favorable conditions that can provide a chance to 
showcase your true academic abilities. This can help you score better while in full physical, mental, and 
psychological well-being for the most authentic performance.  

 

How to Improve Your Scores? 
Here are a few crucial and helpful steps to improve your DSAT retake scores effectively: 

Study Plan: 

A comprehensive study plan is the foundation of your preparation and performance. Create a comprehensive 
plan that covers all sections of the DSAT. Allocate dedicated time slots for each subject for a balanced and 
focused approach. Break down your study sessions into manageable segments using scientific techniques such 
as Pomodoro, addressing both strengths and weaknesses for better preparation.  

Strategic Weakness Targeting: 

Identify topics or specific question types that seemed challenging to you in your initial attempt. Devote extra 
time, focus, and resources to these areas using targeted study materials and practice questions. Utilize DSAT 
prep resources, such as official study guides and online tests for DSAT retakes. 

Simulation Tests: 

Practice solving tests under simulated DSAT conditions to familiarize yourself with the test format, focus levels, 
and timing. Mimicking the actual test environment helps build confidence, reduces anxiety, and enhances your 
ability to manage time effectively during the exam. 

Analyze Your Mistakes: 

Review your previous DSAT performance thoroughly, analyzing mistakes and understanding the cause of your 
errors. This analytical approach enables you to learn from your mistakes, identify patterns, and implement 
corrective measures in your preparation for the retake. 

Seek Additional Resources: 
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Explore additional supplementary study materials, including review books, online courses, tests, and tutoring 
services. Enroll in a DSAT preparation course if you deem it necessary, or seek guidance from experienced 
tutors for valuable insights and strategies to boost your scores. 

Time Management: 

Time management is at the top of every standardized test. Develop and work on effective strategies to pace 
yourself appropriately during each section to ensure you allocate sufficient time to answer all questions. Practice 
effective time management techniques during your preparation to enhance efficiency on D-day. 

Official DSAT Practice Tests: 

Access official DSAT practice tests from official websites or portals to familiarize yourself with the test format 
and question types. Official practice materials provide a realistic preview of the DSAT, allowing you to refine 
your skills and build confidence for a DSAT retake. 

Seek Professional Guidance: 

If you struggled with specific concepts or sections during your initial test, consider seeking professional 
guidance. Litera Centre offers personalized strategies to address your weaknesses and provide targeted support 
to enhance your overall performance in DSAT retake. 

Conclusion: 

DSAT Retake is a strategic decision that requires thoughtful consideration and equally meticulous preparation. 
Understanding the areas of improvement, setting realistic goals, and implementing a focused study plan are key 
elements of a successful retake strategy. 

By approaching the retake process strategically, you can enhance your DSAT scores, demonstrating resilience, 
dedication, and commitment to continuous improvement. These are the qualities that are highly valued in the 
competitive domain of college and university admissions. 

It is important to remember that the journey to your aspired college or university is as much about perseverance 
as it is about proficiency, and a well-executed DSAT retake can open doors to a promising future.  
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