
BIG IDEAS FOR
BETTER PLACES

YOUTH PLACEMAKING
GRANT WEBINAR



What we’ll cover today:

What is Placemaking 

Youth Placemaking Grant

Placemaking Ideas

Q&A



Adel
Albany
Bainbridge
Blairsville
Canton
Chatt Hills
Clarkston

Powder Springs
Rome
Sylvester
Thomasville
Union City
Warner Robins
West Point
Young Harris

georgiacitiesfoundation.org/placemaking

Covington
Fitzgerald
Gainesville
Greensboro
Jackson
Millen
Perry

https://www.georgiacitiesfoundation.org/placemaking


What is
PLACEMAKING?

Placemaking is when
people work together
to improve the places

where they live,
gather, and spend

time.



Facilitates creative patterns of use,
paying particular attention to the

identities that define a place.

Goal:  Create quality public spaces
that contribute to people’s health,

happiness, and well-being.

PLACEMAKING...



YOURS
A COMMUNITY HAS TO BE 

BEFORE YOU CARE
ABOUT IT

5



Places where people spend time

between home (‘first’ place) and

school (‘second’ place). 

THIRD
PLACES



Fun & Vital
Flexible
Has something for everyone
Indigenous
Affordable
Challenging

Welcoming
Attractive
Safe & Clean
Protected
Friendly
“Green” 
Historic

Visible
Near other places

Convenient
Walkable
Bikeable

Flow & Layout
Parking

What Makes a Great Place?
Welcoming

Cooperative
Interactive
Neighborly

Diverse
Fosters pride

Inspires Stewardship



It’s a process (not
just a project)
It’s creating a vision
with the community
Ultimate goal is to
change people’s
relationship with a
public space



THE PLACEMAKING PROCESS





YOUTH PLACEMAKING GRANT
DUE BY NOVEMBER 13

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeorgiaMunicipalAssociation/YouthPlacemakingGrantApplication2026


$500 + YOUR BIG IDEA=
A BETTER PLACE

Up to $500 per project

Open to student-led organizations participating with

GeorgiaForward’s Youth Program

Projects must focus on placemaking in your community

Must have a local city/community partner

Matching funds required of at least 20%

Projects should be youth-led, achievable, and

community-focused



Start with a clear, doable idea

Choose a project that responds to a real

community need

Show how youth will lead and participate

Build support from your city and community

partners

Explain how your project will make the place

better for others

Tips for a Strong Application



BIG IDEAS



DOUGLAS



PEMBROKE



ATHENS-CLARKE



MONROE



COVINGTON



COVINGTON



FITZGERALD



THOMASVILLE





















Love Where You Live
Douglasville

Pine Street Art Studio
Fitzgerald

Crosswalk Mural
Clarkston



Bradford Street Streetscape
Gainesville



Chason Park and Riverwalk Trail
Bainbridge



WHAT MAKES A STRONG PROJECT

Projects should:
 • Improve a place where people gather
 • Be creative and visible in the community
 • Involve youth leadership
 • Be realistic to complete with the grant funds
 • Help create a place people want to spend time



1.   Visit the space
2.  Define your goal
3.  Imagine the experience and ask

others to weigh in
4.  Learn from other successful places
5.  Make an action plan

NEXT STEPS



LIGHTER, QUICKER, CHEAPER IDEAS
PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES

PLACEMAKING RESOURCES

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING EXAMPLES
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY PROGRESS

https://www.pps.org/gps/lqc
https://www.pps.org/gps/lqc
https://communityprogress.org/resources/creative-placemaking/projects/
https://communityprogress.org/resources/creative-placemaking/projects/


YOUTH PLACEMAKING GRANT
DUE BY NOVEMBER 13

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GeorgiaMunicipalAssociation/YouthPlacemakingGrantApplication2026


Tara Bradshaw
Manager, Economic
Development and Placemaking
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