Welcoming New Students- Hospitality
This is a Bible study outline about welcoming visitors.  It’s especially apropos for junior high groups that are preparing to welcome in a new group of students.  This same outline, with minor adjustments, could be used for high school groups and/or for a general lesson on welcoming potential visitors.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Main Point- Initiate serving new students.
· Antithesis- Keeping to yourself; doing what feels comfortable; feeling like it would be nice to be welcoming but then not actually taking action.
· Introduction- [Tell a personal story contrasting 2 situations, one where you felt welcomed and one where you did not.  The more dramatic the better.]
· Read Hebrews 13:1-2
· Keep on loving each other- we should be like brothers and sisters.
· [Share an example of brotherly/sisterly love within your group you’ve seen.]
· But we shouldn’t just love each other; we need to love strangers too.
· “Entertained angels”- so angels laugh from heaven at the dumb things we do?
· A couple times in the Bible, God sent angels in disguise to people and they treated the visitors kindly.
· The point is this: it’s a big deal when you meet someone new because God might have big plans for your interaction.  It might not be an angel, but who knows what cool things God has in mind?
· DQ- What difference could you make in the life of a new person you meet?
· [Helping someone come to Christ, being a friend to someone that needs one, being there for someone who is suffering, or befriending someone who later serves you in a big way.]
· [Give an example of a chance encounter you had with someone that ended up becoming a best friend, especially if you didn’t think much of the first interaction.  OR give an example of a time when you were a stranger to someone and they said or did something that had a big impact on your life.]
· This letter was originally written in a different language, and the word translated “hospitality” is the combination of the words “love” and “stranger”.  So we’re called to be “stranger-lovers” here.  What does it look like to love strangers?  We get a clue from God’s commands to ancient Israel.
· Read Exodus 22:21
· This is part of God’s law to Israel, and he is reminding them that they used to be foreigners living in Egypt… when the Egyptians made them slaves.  Not very welcoming!
· Do not oppress them.  People can be very cruel to outsiders.
· Coming to a new group can make you feel like a foreigner—everyone else knows what is happening, what is expected, and who everyone is.  But then you’re left there feeling lost.  Would you agree that sometimes people your age will be extra mean to a new face?  It definitely happened to me when I was your age…
· DQ- What are some ways that groups of students can be cruel to new people?
· Read Leviticus 19:33-34
· When God repeats himself that means it’s important!
· Here repeats the idea don’t take advantage of them, but then he raises the bar: love them as you love yourself.
· Jesus later says the same thing: treat others as you want to be treated.
· This gets into a way of thinking that is difficult, but very important: putting yourself in someone else’s shoes.
· How would I want to be treated if I were them?  Good question!  It makes me think about what it’s like to be them.  Let’s try it!
· DQ- What’s it like to be in a group of people where they all know each other but you don’t know them?
· After thinking about how they would want to be treated, it’s time to take action.  This goes WAY beyond just avoiding being mean to the point of actually doing good for them.
· DOING GOOD.  What’s the opposite of doing good?  One opposite is doing harm.  But another opposite of doing good is doing… NOTHING!
· There is a word for that, when someone new comes and I don’t do anything good or bad to them.  It’s called ignoring them.  And guess what?  It is a hurtful thing to do!  Just think back to a time when you were ignored!  It hurts!
· “But I don’t MEAN for it to be hurtful!”  Well congratulations for not being completely evil.  But the reality is that ignoring people hurts, no matter what we mean by it.
· So if we’re NOT IGNORING someone then we are TAKING ACTION to welcome them.  It’s one or the other!  This requires us to make the first move.
· Read Matt. 5:46-47
· Being kind to those who are kind to you is so easy that everyone does it.
· The question then is who will make the first move?
· DQ- Why is it difficult to be the first one to say or do something kind?
· It is a sacrifice!  The new person will feel awkward if I don’t smile, say hi, ask what their name is, and include them in an activity.  But I will feel awkward if I do those things!  So God is asking us to FEEL AWKWARD SO THEY DON’T HAVE TO.  (This phrase comes from the excellent book Sustainable Youth Ministry by Mark DeVries.)
· This gets at the heart of Christianity.  Suffering through something so others don’t have to… that’s exactly what Jesus did for us!  We should have been punished for our own sins, but Jesus took the punishment and suffered death for those sins so we wouldn’t have to.  Feeling awkward so someone else doesn’t have to is a very Christ-like thing to do.  
· Conclusion:  Are we convinced that this is important?  [Have audience respond]  Are we confident that we can do it?  [Have audience respond]  This time next week, are the new students going to feel welcomed?  [Have audience respond]  We will see, won’t we!  
· DQ- Let’s make a list of SPECIFIC ACTIONS that you are willing to do next week when new students come.
· This is not a list of things that our group can do.  It’s a list of things that individual students can do.  Decide with us now, are you in?  Will you feel awkward so they don’t have to?  If they have a great experience being welcomed into this group, will it be because you stepped up to the challenge?


Brad DuFault, Xenos Junior High Ministry		2
