	NEW TESTAMENT LETTER- Big Picture
	Student Version



1. THE SITUATION OF THE LETTER: Information About the People Involved- Read through the letter and write down anything you find out about a specific person  or a specific group of people (like Paul, Timothy, the Church in Corinth, etc.) and what chapter and verse it’s in.
	Person/Group


	What you found out and where you found it (chapter and verse)



2. THE FLOW OF THOUGHT: Paragraph Titles- Read the whole letter again, and break it up into paragraphs (make up your own or use the sections that are already marked out in your Bible—it’s up to you how to do this, as long as you try to use sections that fit under one main point).  Make sure your section title is short (less than a sentence) and that it covers the important stuff in the paragraph.
	Chapter/Verses


	Paragraph Title




3. THE HEART OF THE LETTER: Major Themes- A theme is a big idea about real life (such as prayer, what God is like, money, or church leaders).  It has to be important, it has to be a specific topic, and it has to be repeated. Read the whole letter again!  If a specific theme comes up more than three times in the letter, list it below with the chapter and verses that mention it.

	Theme


	Chapter/verses




4. THE BIG PICTURE: Summary of What You Found- Look back over what you wrote before to make a big-picture summary of the letter.  Notice who wrote the letter and who got the letter.  Pay attention to what you learned about the author, the audience, and the people that are mentioned.  Then look over your paragraph titles and see how one paragraph leads to the next (first he talked about this, then about this, then he brought up this...).  Finally, look at your major themes and make a mental note of what the author chose to really focus on.

Now that you have read the book three times and reflected on your observations, fill in the blanks below to create a summary statement for the letter.








____________________  wrote this letter to   ___________________      so that


		(author)					           (audience)





they would __________________________________________________________________.


(what you think the author wanted the audience to do)








____________________ focused on ___________________________________________________.


	(author)						(major themes)
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