Slave or Free?  A six week study on Galatians
Week 1

1:1-2:10 – What is the Gospel?

Talk about the gospel.  It was NOT a human fabrication.  Anything invented by humans will fall short of the true gospel and fail to transform you the way God’s good news can (13-16).  The gospel transforms us by making us into a whole new person, redeems us (verse 4), and gives purpose to our lives (verse 1).  It shows us who God really is (verse 5).  Expound on that.  But even before the Apostles died, people were mutilating the gospel.  Now that we don’t have them to write us letters to correct us, we need to make sure we aren’t led astray.  How can we combat false gospels and false teachers?  Know the real deal.

Thesis: Know the one true gospel so that you can combat false teachers
Supporting Verses: John 14:6; Romans 16:17-18; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Acts 20:29-30; Galatians 5:10; Jeremiah 23:26
Antithesis: Being fooled by liars and human inventions 
Things to ponder: Why does it matter where the gospel comes from?  What would happen if we devoted our lives to a manmade religion?  What does it matter if we “put our own spin” on the gospel by adding works?  Doesn’t God want us to do good things anyway?  Why is that such a bad idea?
Week 2

3:1-14 – Slavery to the Law  
Everyone is born under the law.  As long as we remain under law, we are enslaved to it.  We will always be struggling to keep up but always losing ground.  We can be set free by the gospel, so it is foolish to try to add law to it.  That just destroys the gospel and replaces it with law (verse 4).   So, how do we get right with God?  Through faith in Christ, not through good deeds, prayers, or trying really hard. 
Thesis:  Get out from under the law!
Supporting Verses: Romans 3:23, 6:23; Romans 5 (particularly verses like 20); Galatians 2:19-21; Titus 3:5-6
Antithesis: Earning our way to God (and failing)
Things to ponder: Why did God give us the law (c.f. 3:19)?  Did He want us enslaved?  Were people before Jesus under law?  Did God change His plan?  How does the law enslave us?  
Week 3
3:23-4:7 – Children of God
God has made us His children and heirs, instead of the slaves and enemies we should be.  God views us the same way He views Christ!  This changes everything: it means all of us are identical in God’s eyes; He has a purpose for each of us; He will lavish good things on us; He will give us Heaven as our inheritance.  With the Creator of the universe as our dad, we have nothing to fear!
Thesis: We have been adopted as children of God and made into new people

Supporting Verses: Ephesians 1:5, 2:19; 1 John 3:1-2; John 1:12-13; Romans 8:14-15; Colossians 1:13-14
Antithesis: Distance from or fear of God, our father

Things to ponder: How does being God’s child change our lives?  How does it change who we are?  How does it change how we relate to God?  How does it change the way we relate to each other, or to people that don’t know God?  How does it change our priorities in life?  If we don’t live our lives as children of God, how will we live our lives? 
Week 4
4:21-31 – Our Power or God’s?   
Now that we have been set free from the law, we should not live as though we are still under it.  This causes insecurity, pride, self-righteousness, and a general lack of love.  If we came to God through faith, we should follow God through faith, too!  Abraham was personally promised children by God and tried to make that happen on his own – it didn’t work and it caused a lot of suffering for everyone involved.  God will do the work, we just need to let Him.  If we don’t, we are actually working against God!  

Thesis: Letting God work through you instead of ignoring His power
Supporting Verses: Romans 15:13; 2 Corinthians 3:6; 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; Galatians 5:1, 22-23

Antithesis: Making ourselves slaves to the law by doing the work ourselves
Things to ponder: What is the difference between a person acting under their power versus God’s power (especially if they are doing the same thing)?  Why does trying to do everything ourselves push us away from God?  What is the difference between working ourselves and allowing the Spirit to work in us?  Does success or failure always indicate if we are living under God’s power?  What are signs that we aren’t living under God’s power (or are)? 
Week 5  
5:13-26 – War of the Spirit
Our flesh is in a constant war with the Holy Spirit who lives inside of every believer.  Our flesh is always leading us away from God as the Spirit is leading us toward Him.  We are no longer enslaved to our flesh when we put our faith in Christ, so it comes down to our choice.  Will we choose to follow God by following His Spirit’s leading, or will we continue to rebel by following our flesh? 
Thesis: Follow the leading of the Holy Spirit
Supporting Verses: Romans 6 (whole chapter is full of good ones), 8:9, 26, 7:14-25; Ephesians 5:15-20, 6:10-18; Colossians 1:9-10; 2 Peter 2:19; Philippians 4:13; Galatians 5:1
Antithesis: Choosing to be mastered by our flesh
Things to ponder: What is the difference between being a sinner and being enslaved to sin?  Why can’t we follow God if we are enslaved to sin?  How do we know if we are enslaved to sin?  What can we do to get out of sinful habits?  What tools do we have to fight in this war?  What do we do if a friend doesn’t want to change or doesn’t see a need? 
Week 6

6:1-10 – Life in the Body of Christ
We exist as a body to help others, whether they believe or not.  The way to do that is to understand grace well enough to help other people understand it better.  We should be willing to take steps of faith, no matter how scary, to help the people in our lives.

Thesis: Be willing and able to help people in need

Supporting Verses: John 13:34-35, 15:12; Hebrews 13:16; Philippians 2:4; Matthew 5:16; Romans 15:2; Mark 10:45; Matthew 5:46
Antithesis: Living to please ourselves
Things to ponder: What would it say to people about God if we, His people, were not loving?  Would we grow in our faith if other Christians didn’t help us?  Why is it better for a Christian to work with others than alone?  What does it say about me if I’m afraid or unwilling to help people or love them?  What might indicate you are dealing with someone who doesn’t want help?  What might indicate that a brother/sister isn’t interested in helping others?  What is the most frightful part about speaking the truth in love to a Christian who is caught up in sin? 
