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@philorch & @EnsembleArtsPhilly (Facebook/Instagram) announce @leo.restaurantphl — new
full-service restaurant and bar — coming Spring 2025. For more info, visit
www.ensembleartsphilly.org or www.leorestaurant.info.

Photography: (by Neal Santos)

Press Contacts:

Leo: Abbie Phillips
267-884-1773
Abbie@bondfiremediaco.com

Ensemble Arts: Lauren A. Woodard Hall
484-832-1963
Ihall@ensembleartsphilly.org

THE PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA AND ENSEMBLE ARTS PHILLY
ANNOUNCES LEO, A NEWLY IMAGINED RESTAURANT AND BAR
FROM ACCLAIMED RHUBARB HOSPITALITY COLLECTION AND
RENOWNED CHEF CHRIS CRYER, OPENING SPRING 2025 INSIDE
THE KIMMEL CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS.

Named in honor of legendary Philadelphia Orchestra Music Director Leopold Stokowski, the
space will offer exemplary dinner and beverage service from renowned hospitality group and
talented chef team five nights a week.

Leo’s European coastal-inspired menu, centered by a Mediterranean influence, celebrates
fresh, seasonal ingredients and bold global flavors.

FOR RELEASE (Philadelphia, PA, April 17, 2025) — The Philadelphia Orchestra and Ensemble
Arts Philly, in partnership with Rhubarb Hospitality Collection, announces the upcoming opening
of Leo, a world-class restaurant and bar located inside the Kimmel Center for the Performing
Arts. Opening in spring 2025, Leo will join the ranks of Philadelphia’s most beloved restaurants
as a go-to spot to unwind, connect, and savor an exceptional meal anytime the mood strikes.
Experience the artistry of Leo where Executive Chef Chris Cryer’s culinary creativity harmonizes
with the inspiring music and performances on our stages. Named after the legendary


https://www.instagram.com/leo.restaurantphl
http://www.ensembleartsphilly.org/
https://www.leorestaurant.info/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/jzrm74khqqjj65xb5novu/AHS7F_Q2eY3DV2vU8qf3d_4?rlkey=ltcu2qbafipx03o8c7zxy21ky&st=sqyghnk7&dl=0
mailto:Abbie@bondfiremediaco.com
mailto:lhall@ensembleartsphilly.org

Philadelphia Orchestra Music Director Leopold Stokowski, Leo embodies his bold, innovative
spirit—bringing flavors as dynamic and expressive as the art that fills our concert halls. Set to
capture the Philadelphia spirit of bold innovation and refined simplicity, the restaurant is centrally
located along a blossoming corridor of Spruce Street, just steps from the iconic Avenue of the
Arts, and right around the corner from the historic Academy of Music and Miller Theater. In a city
celebrated for its incredible dining scene built on restaurants that are at once world-class and
neighborhood staples, Leo will be a welcome addition for locals and visitors alike!

The restaurant will be helmed by Executive Chef Chris Cryer, a humble and driven talent who
has led acclaimed kitchens in New York City and throughout the mid-Atlantic region. His menu
will seamlessly blend the radiant, fresh flavors of global coastal cuisines while highlighting
seasonal, locally sourced ingredients. Dishes may include a Squid Ink Campanelle tossed in a
rich lobster and aged ham ragu and finished with a caper crumb; delicate Lamb Merguez
Dumplings served with cardamom yogurt and bell pepper hot sauce; and Fennel Cured
Hiramasa accompanied by smoked olive and bright calamansi. For dessert, guests may enjoy a
Blood Orange Custard paired with coconut rice and finger lime—ending the meal on a sweet,
vibrant note. Chef Cryer’'s menu is personal, inspired, and will be perfectly at home among
Philadelphia’s award-winning, widely regarded establishments.

"At Leo, | want to create an honest, simple, and beautiful dining experience—one that feels
warm, familiar, and exciting with every bite,” said Executive Chef, Chris Cryer. “The Philadelphia
food scene is so vibrant, and we're really looking forward to contributing to it and connecting
with our guests.”

“We are thrilled to work with our partners at Rhubarb Hospitality Collection to open the next
great neighborhood dining spot,” said Ryan Fleur, interim president and CEO of The
Philadelphia Orchestra and Ensemble Arts. “Every element of Leo—from the buzz of its open
kitchen and inviting, intimate dining room to its comfortable bar and lounge area—is composed
with the same meticulous attention to detail and creative flair that defined Stokowski’s approach
to music. Much like the “Philadelphia Sound’—a style that embraced freedom and
individuality—the experience at Leo will be expressive, intriguing, and wholly unique.”

Leopold Stokowski was the visionary music director of The Philadelphia Orchestra from 1912 to
1941. A revolutionary talent, he embraced new techniques in conducting and encouraged a
personalized style among his players, laying the groundwork for the famous “Philadelphia
Sound.” He experimented with seating arrangements and hall acoustics; was a lifelong
champion of contemporary composers, giving numerous premieres throughout his long career;
and introduced generations to classical music through the Disney film Fantasia and hundreds of
recordings. His innate talent, relentless work ethic, and charisma brought him much praise and
popularity. Similarly, Leo will appeal to all, drawing guests in with genuine warmth and
hospitality, paired with an easy and familiar, yet elegantly nuanced, service style.

In the heart of the city, backed by humble and true talents, at Leo, there’s no need for a special
occasion—it’s a destination where every night feels like the right night to indulge. Whether
stopping in for a thoughtfully crafted cocktail, a celebratory dinner, or a casual evening among
friends, Leo offers an experience that is both elevated and inviting. On performance nights, Leo
will also be open for a pre-show dinner, allowing guests to savor an artfully prepared meal
before immersing themselves in an unforgettable evening of music and performance. Like
Stokowski himself, the restaurant's nonconformity to tradition instead offers a dining experience
as vibrant and versatile as the city it calls home.
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ADDITIONAL DETAILS AS NEEDED

In January 2025, Ensemble Arts Philly announced the opening of Curtain Call, a vibrant all-day
café and cocktail lounge located in the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts Plaza. Since its
opening in mid-January, Curtain Call has enhanced the cultural experience for visitors by
offering a dynamic space to relax and socialize while enjoying a morning coffee or happy hour
on Broad Street. The space is open to all—no performance ticket required.

During the day, Curtain Call serves as a welcoming café where patrons can enjoy their favorite
hot beverages, fresh salads, and elevated sandwiches in a relaxed atmosphere. As night falls,
the venue transforms into a lively cocktail lounge, offering an array of small sharing plates
complemented by specialty cocktails. Guests may find themselves in the company of
distinguished artists, including Philadelphia Orchestra Music and Artistic Director Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, musicians of The Philadelphia Orchestra, stars from touring Broadway shows, and
performers from Ensemble Arts’s jazz, dance, and family events. Curtain Call is poised to
become a cornerstone of the Avenue of the Arts, offering both locals and visitors a unique
destination to enhance their cultural outings.
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About Rhubarb Hospitality Collection and Curtain Call

About Ensemble Arts Philly

About The Philadelphia Orchestra

Our Commitment to Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access Strategies (IDEAS)

Plan Your Visit/Accessibility
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