
 

   
 

 

The Philadelphia Orchestra and  

Music and Artistic Director Yannick Nézet-Séguin  

Welcome Four New Musicians 

 

Tobias Vigneau, Assistant Principal Bass; John Bian, Violin; Eliot Heaton, 

Violin; MuChen Hsieh, Violin 

 
(Philadelphia, August 1, 2024)—The Philadelphia Orchestra and Music and Artistic Director 

Yannick Nézet-Séguin are pleased to announce the addition of Assistant Principal Bass Tobias 

Vigneau and violinists John Bian, Eliot Heaton, and MuChen Hsieh to The Philadelphia 

Orchestra. Bian, Heaton, and Hsieh began performing in the Orchestra’s second violin section 

in July, and Vigneau will join the ensemble in September.  

 

“We are thrilled to welcome these four exceptional musicians to The Philadelphia Orchestra 

family,” said Music and Artistic Director Yannick Nézet-Séguin. “Each brings a unique 

perspective and rich experience to their craft, and I look forward to collaborating with them and 

witnessing their contributions to the Orchestra and our community for many years to come. 

 

As a chamber and orchestral musician, soloist, and collaborator, Tobias Vigneau strives to 

bring positive change to the hearts of audiences and highlight the importance of community in 

music. Born and raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico, he began his music studies at age five on 

the violin and at 10 started the double bass; he fell in love with the instrument from hearing it in 

jazz trio settings from an early age, having two jazz piano-playing grandfathers. He has 

performed with the Montreal Symphony, the Santa Fe Pro Musica Chamber Orchestra, the 

Santa Fe Symphony, Symphony in C, and the New Mexico Philharmonic. In 2024, he earned his 

Bachelor of Music degree from the Curtis Institute of Music, where he studied with former 

Philadelphia Orchestra Principal Bass Harold Robinson and renowned double bass soloist 

Edgar Meyer. That same year he was the double bass fellow for the Marlboro Music Festival. 

His previous festival experiences include the Tanglewood and Aspen Music Festivals. Vigneau 

has appeared several times as concerto soloist with the New Mexico Philharmonic, including as 

first-prize winner in the 2018 Jackie McGehee Young Artist’s Competition. He was named 

Senior Division Winner of the inaugural Santa Fe Symphony Concerto Competition in 2023, 

granting him the opportunity to perform Bottesini’s B-minor Concerto with the orchestra. He is 

passionate about raising awareness of the unique musical voice of the double bass. 

 
Violinist John Bian, born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, is an active orchestral musician who has 

studied with many notable concertmasters across the country. He was a member of the 



   
 

   
 

Milwaukee Symphony beginning in 2018 and in 2022 began serving as assistant principal 

second violin. He also served as a substitute violin in many major orchestras around the country 

such as the Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Minnesota, St. Louis, and Detroit symphonies. In 

addition to his large ensemble career, he is also a passionate chamber musician having studied 

with members of the Cleveland, Cavani, Calidore, and Muir string quartets. He earned his 

bachelor’s degree from Boston University, where he studied with Yuri Mazurkevich. At BU he 

was the grand prize winner of both the Solo Bach Competition in 2012 and the Concerto 

Competition in 2014. He went on to complete his master’s degree at the Cleveland Institute of 

Music and was also a member of the Intensive String Quartet program. He finished his 

schooling at the University of Michigan, studying with David Halen, concertmaster of the St. 

Louis Symphony, and Yoonshin Song, concertmaster of the Houston Symphony, receiving his 

Specialist Degree in 2018. 
 

Violinist Eliot Heaton previously served as concertmaster of the Detroit Opera, Des Moines 

Metro Opera, and the Saginaw Bay Symphony. He was guest concertmaster with the 

Chautauqua, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Fort Wayne, and Terre Haute symphonies and has played in 

the sections of the Detroit and Pittsburgh symphonies. He has appeared as a soloist with a 

number of orchestras throughout the Midwest, performing concertos by Tchaikovsky, Korngold, 

Bruch, Khachaturian, Bach, Stravinsky, Vivaldi, and Mozart. Eliot is an enthusiastic proponent of 

new music, an interest that began with his participation in Oberlin’s Contemporary Music 

Ensemble and continued with the Indiana New Music Ensemble and New Music Detroit. He was 

a double major at Oberlin College and Conservatory, earning degrees in history and violin 

performance while also competing on the tennis team. He later received his Master of Music 

degree from the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music with a minor in jazz studies. His 

primary violin teachers included  Marilyn McDonald, Kevork Mardirossian, Linda Case, and Jan 

Butler. Outside of music, he enjoys reading, tennis, cooking, and spending time with his wife 

and their two cats. He plays a 2019 Joseph Curtin violin. 

 

MuChen Hsieh, from Taiwan, served as principal second violin of the Houston Symphony from 

2017 to 2024. She regularly performs recitals, chamber music concerts, and in orchestras in the 

United States and Taiwan. She has appeared several times as a soloist with the Houston 

Symphony, most recently performing Bruch’s Double Concerto with Principal Viola Joan 

DerHovsepian and then-Music Director Andrés Orozco-Estrada in March 2022. In 2020, she 

shared the stage with guest conductor Nicholas McGegan as soloist in “Winter” from Vivaldi’s 

The Four Seasons, and in 2019 she performed Saint-Saëns’s Third Violin Concerto at the Miller 

Outdoor Theater with conductor Ruth Reinhardt. An avid chamber musician, she has 

collaborated with James Dunham, Eric Halen, Jon Kimura Parker, Cho-Liang Lin, Mark Nuccio, 

Gil Shaham, and Kathleen Winkler. Her festival performances include the Grand Teton Music 

Festival, Sarasota Music Festival, and the Music Academy of the West. She studied with 

Kathleen Winkler at the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University and with Malcolm Lowe 

and Masuko Ushioda at the New England Conservatory of Music. 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Yannick Nézet-Séguin holds the Walter and Leonore Annenberg Chair. 
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About The Philadelphia Orchestra   

 

About Yannick Nézet-Séguin   

 

About the 2024–25 Season   

 

Our Commitment to Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access Strategies (IDEAS)   
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CONTACTS: 

Ashley Berke 

267.250.5148 

aberke@philorch.org 

 

Stephanie Williams 

610.952.6836 

swilliams@philorch.org   

 

Jake Rogan  

215.790.5870 

jrogan@philorch.org  
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