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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
*Population: The Complete Story* is a genre-defying hybrid work that treats the concept of population
itself as its central character. It weaves together rigorous demographic data, historical analysis,
philosophical inquiry, and a fictional narrative following three characters—a demographer in a shrinking
Japanese village, a migrant in a megacity, and a hermit in the American desert—whose lives are shaped by
the forces of birth, death, migration, and density. The book moves from the first census in ancient Babylon
to the algorithmic predictions of future depopulation, asking what it means to be one among many, or one
among none. It is a texthook that reads like a novel, a philosophical treatise grounded in case studies, and
a collection of intimate stories that reveal the human face behind every statistic. Its arc answers the
single most important question: What is the full, multi-dimensional story of human population?



To the seven billion strangers | have never met, and to the one who taught me to count them.

&



“The population of the world is a series of tiny, unrecorded tragedies—and a single, staggering

miracle.” — Adapted from E.M. Forster
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