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Where Science Meets Adventure

Dr. Eleanor Stone & Leo the Explorer (as told to the reader) « 2025

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

When young Maya discovers a strange, glowing fossil in her local natural history museum, she and Dr.
Helena Reeves, a brilliant but skeptical paleontologist, are pulled into a thrilling adventure that blurs the
line between the modern world and the Cretaceous period. To solve the mystery of the "Time-Traveling
Fossil,' they must team up with a wise old Triceratops, a speedy Velociraptor, and a gentle
Brachiosaurus. Together, they race against time to prevent a catastrophic asteroid from striking Earth,

learning real dinosaur facts along the way. This book blends a heart-pounding quest with accurate
science, teaching young readers about dinosaur anatomy, behavior, and extinction while celebrating
teamwork, curiosity, and the power of imagination.




For every child who has ever looked at a fossil and wondered what it would be like to see it move.
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“The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.” - L.P. Hartley, *The Go-Between*
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The glow flickered once, twice, and then went dark, leaving Maya standing in the shadow of the giants, her heart pounding
with the promise of an adventure she could not yet imagine.
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"What's happening?" Maya shouted over a sound like thunder, like the roar of a thousand dinosaurs waking from their long
sleep.

Dr. Reeves didn't have an answer. She was a scientist, trained to observe and explain, but there was no explanation for what
was happening. The fossil's glow had become a vortex, a whirlpool of light that spun around them, pulling them toward the
Triceratops's chest. She felt herself being lifted off her feet, felt Maya's hand still gripping her arm, felt the world dissolve
into a chaos of color and sound. And then, as suddenly as it had begun, everything stopped.

They were standing in a forest. The air was thick and warm, heavy with the smell of damp earth and flowering plants.
Dragonflies the size of seagulls buzzed past their heads, their wings catching the light like stained glass. In the distance, a
herd of enormous creatures moved through the trees, their long necks rising above the canopy like living towers. Maya
opened her mouth to speak, but no words came out. Dr. Reeves fell to her knees, her hands pressing into the soil, which was
warm and alive with the movement of insects and worms.

"This is impossible,' she whispered, but for the first time in her life, she didn't believe it.
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"We have to find the others,’ Maya said, her voice steady despite the fear that was building in her chest. "The Triceratops is
showing us a map. There are other dinosaurs—other fossils—that are part of this. We have to find them before the asteroid
hits."

Dr. Reeves looked at the Triceratops, at its ancient eyes and its glowing frill, and she made a decision that would change
everything she believed about science, about time, and about the nature of reality itself. "Lead the way,' she said.
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"We have to go there,' Maya said. "The Triceratops showed us the warning. The Velociraptor is showing us the path. The
Brachiosaurus will show us what to do next."

Dr. Reeves looked at the map, at the distant river, at the sky where the sun was beginning to set in a blaze of orange and
purple. She thought about the asteroid, about the extinction event that was coming, about the impossible journey they had
been pulled into. And she thought about the fossil in the museum, the glowing bone that had brought them here. It was not
just a message. It was a mission.

"Then we'd better get moving,' she said. "We don't have much time."
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be lost.
"We have a choice,' Maya said, her voice trembling. "We can go back now, or we can try to save them."

Dr. Reeves looked at the Brachiosaurus, at its gentle eyes and its ancient song, and she felt the weight of the decision
pressing down on her. She was a scientist. She believed in the preservation of the fossil record, in the importance of letting
the past be the past. But she was also a human being, and the Brachiosaurus was looking at her with an expression that she
could only describe as hope.

"Let's find the others first,' she said. "Then we'll decide."
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"It's scared,’ Maya said, her voice barely a whisper. "It knows something is wrong. It can feel the asteroid coming."

The T. rex stepped back, its tail swishing nervously. It looked at the sky, where the first stars were beginning to appear, and
it made a sound that was almost like a question. The Triceratops responded, its frill glowing with the same blue light as the
fossil, and the T. rex seemed to understand. It turned and began to walk away, but before it disappeared into the forest, it
looked back at them one last time. Its eyes were not the eyes of a monster. They were the eyes of a creature that was trying
to survive, just like them.

"We have an ally,' Dr. Reeves said, her voice filled with wonder. "The most fearsome predator in the history of the Earth, and
it's on our side."
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VIEW
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"Thank you,' Maya said to the Pteranodon, and the creature seemed to understand. It took off, its wings beating slowly as it
rose into the sky, and then it was gone, disappearing into the clouds that were gathering on the horizon.
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They rode through the forest, the Ankylosaurus's steady gait carrying them toward the mountains. The sky was growing
darker, the clouds thickening, and in the distance, Maya could see flashes of lightning that were not lightning at all. They
were the first signs of the asteroid's approach, the beginning of the end.
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11 THE ASTEROID'S SHADOW: A RACE AGAINST THE
SKY




12 THE FOSSIL'S HEART: A CHOICE BETWEEN WORLDS




13 RETURN TO THE MUSEUM: A NEW UNDERSTANDING




14 EPILOGUE: THE FOSSIL'S SECRET (AND A NEW
FRIEND)
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