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Subtle and nuanced, the art of Michael Fliri exists 
on the thresholds between performance, sculpture, 
photography and video. In his practice, which cannot 
be subsumed under any single heading, he investigates 
concepts such as metamorphosis, mutation and dis-
guise: the protagonists in his work – often Fliri himself 
– time and again undergo a process of transformation. 
Body, landscape, a thought-out theme and imaginative 
metaphors together form a compelling whole. “For me 
transformation means new possibilities, new opportu-
nities. Everything is in motion, not definite. The idea of 
the not-defined is what interests me most”, states the 
artist. Central to his work seems to be question of what 
determines who and what we are. What is our identity? 
How do we form our image of ourselves? Are we really 
who we think we are? 

Fliri presents himself to the viewer and leaves them 
on their own, faced by changes. Masks and disguises 
have always been tied to concepts of changing and 
multiplicity; they unfold new possibilities, veil and unveil 
hidden aspects. Fliri’s actions allow for the construction 
of suspended reality, images so dense and poetic, so 
enigmatic and dreamy, account for the continuous and 
mutable flux to which everything is inevitably drawn, 
but first of all, they reach each one of us in our personal 
wish of metamorphosis. 
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