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wish I could take credit for the vision and execution, but I can’t,” says the
homeowner of this open, light-filled Shingle style getaway. “What we can
take credit for is being smart enough to jump on something very special
immediately. I don’t know if I could have designed the house this perfectly.

Everything in it is of unbelievable quality.”
So when this family bought the beach
house from the original owner, they
embraced the structure’s thoughtful,
well-executed design whole, changing
only some of the furnishings to suit
their own relaxed and easy lifestyle.
Located on a pretty island that runs
parallel to Washington’s Puget Sound

LIVING ROOM: SOLID-COLOR PILLOWS (CRATE & BARREL). ENCLOSED PORCH: PAIL (A GARDEN OF DISTINCTION)
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COUNTER (OPPOSITE): GLASSWARE ON ISLAND (ROSANNA), VASE (CRATE & BARREL). WINDOW SEAT (BOTTOM): SOLID-COLOR PILLOWS (CRATE & BARREL);

THROW (VERITABLES), VASE WITH TULIPS, TEACUP AND SAUCER (ROSANNA); MARKET BASKET (DAVID SMITH & COMPANY)

coast, this extraordinarily welcoming,
efficient residence is grounded in
natural light, symmetry, and quality
craftsmanship—a triumvirate of prin-
ciples that underpinned the early-
1990s design of its creator, noted
Seattle architect Thomas L. Bosworth.
“A house should be more than a
storage container; it should have char-
acter and warmth,” he says. “Using
natural light is very important. I don’t
mean more light, I mean higher qual-
ity natural light.” Light infuses the
home through two banks of light
wells, a wall of windows facing a pic-
turesque bay, and a window-filled
gable that juts through the roof above
the great room. The gable “gave us
some nice vertical space,” explains
Bosworth. “We were able to add height
above the rooms—I think we achieved
almost 10 feet in ceiling height.”

osworth credits the 16th-

century Italian architect

Andrea  Palladio  for
inspiring his fascination with vertical
distance in an interior space. “T like to
have tall spaces in my buildings,
because you feel better if you're in a
tall space, particularly if you're in a
small footprint,” he remarks. The
tootprint of this 2,200-square-foot
home and the exterior height were
limited by building restrictions.
“Those buildings are perched like
birds on the edge of the beach,” he
explains. “We had a maximum ex-
terior height of 17 feet, and houses
were on each side cheek-by-jowl. So
we needed to maintain privacy while
drawing in more sunlight.”

The solution: For both sides of the
house, Bosworth settled on 18- to 24-
inch-deep square bay windows, which
allow extra light to spill in through
long, narrow side windows, while
minimizing views into and out of the
house on the compact site. Some of
the bays are fitted with window seats
and drawers—among the many low-
maintenance built-ins in the house.

On the minimalist street side,
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1. Rather than merely increasing the amount of
light in the home, the vertical light wells, which punctuate the
length of two parallel halls, bring in soft, high-quality natural light.

2. The home’s windows were all custom designed
and custom built. “I have one of the best window makers in
the world,” says the architect. “You can actually feel the quality in
a building when things are beautifully crafted.”

3.The open floor plan of the main rooms brings a feel-
ing of freshness to the interior, especially when open windows and
doors catch the breezes that waft in from the water. “This house is
very light, very airy, and it feels good to be in it,” remarks the wife.

QSHOL[ QIJ,J "SHI[J Jnoqge

91



Site it right: “This house feels like it
was designed for this [compact] site,” says
the wife. “It just fits here so naturally”

Bosworth designed a private court-
yard on either side of a garage that fits
flush with the facade of the house. A
shingled wall protects the yard from
the wind that often billows in from

the bay, and a secure, gated entry
locks when the garage door closes.
The garage was a challenge to work
into the design thanks to site restric-
tions. “I gave the garage a low ceiling,
sank it a few feet below street level,
and tucked it into the middle of the
street side of the building,” says
Bosworth. “Then I designed a [childs]
bunk room [with five bunks] that sits
under the gable on top of the garage.”

The stairwell to this room rises
behind the living room’s fireplace
wall. High above either side of the
limestone Rumford fireplace, sloping
stairwell walls create angular open-
ings that link the stairwell and the
vertical space above the living room.

Left In the combined living room—dining
room, the gable boosts vertical space—
an important comfort factor for a smaller
home. Bottom The open design of the
first floor easily accommaodates large
parties so that guests can relax and soak
up gorgeous views of the Pacific Ocean.
See Resource Guide for details.

While these cutouts add architectural
interest, they’re also cozy triangles
where kids can curl up and spy on
grownups. “When we bought the
house, our son was nine,” says the
wife. “He used to crawl up in that
space and sit and look down. Now
that he’s a teenager, he and his friends
stick their heads out to see what’s
going on with the adults!”

uring  the summer

months, when there is

plenty of time for such
reconnaissance, the erstwhile main
room becomes the perfect evening
gathering place for all sorts of visiting
friends and family. “Once you come
through the main hallway, it's one
large, luminous great room that opens
to the beach,” remarks the wife.
“We do a lot of informal entertaining
here—cocktails on the beach, dinner
at the house.” Cooking in the well-
appointed kitchen is a breeze, and
with good reason—the first home-
owner was a chef. “Even though the
kitchen's not huge,” explains the wife,
“it’s very efficient, with its stainless
steel countertops and wonderful pro-
fessional Thermador stove.”

The wife took her cue for interior
colors from the seaside environment
outside the home. “I wanted to bring
the outdoors in,” she remarks. “The
colors are all ocean and beach: yel-
lows, sea greens, and blues.”

Relaxation, ease, and durability
were paramount in the interior design.
The homeowner says that now “it’s the
kind of place where good friends will
be here for about 15 minutes and say,
‘I think I'm going to go take g
a nap in here, Is that okay?"” 5#
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DINING ROOM (TOP): CHAIRS (PALECEK), GLASS VASES AND BOWL (CRATE & BARREL). DESIGN DETAILS: 1, GLASSES ON TABLE (ROSANNA); 2, SOAP STAND (WILLIAMS-SONOMA), PLANT HOLDER (RAVENNA GARDENS)



1. The deck, which faces the water,
includes open areas and two semi-
enclosed porches that are protected
from the wind. 2. The double sink,
custom crafted to sit flush with the
stainless steel countertop, creates a
seamless surface with no crevices that
trap food particles. 3. A walkway to
the beach makes quick work of tending
to the crab pot. 4. The garage was
built with a low ceiling and tucked into
the middle of the home's street side

in order to satisfy building restrictions.
The garage door is timed to open with
a gated entry. 5. Rather than installing
a basic tub and shower in the guest
bathroom, a claw-footed tub with a
shower converter perches in front of
the window. 6. The unwalled first
floor opens directly to views of sky and
sea. Guests can walk unhindered from
the living area, with two new full-size
sofas, into the dining and kitchen areas.

Bedroom

—
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