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Don't call Lionel Sussman a decoraror. Having
spent six years earning an architecture degree—
and as many building a stellar career as a designer
specializing in interior architecture—the label
drives him crazy.

It's not, however, entirely unfounded. “T
can’t keep mysclf from getting involved in every
aspect of every project we do, from the concrete
to the draperies,” says Sussman, a Buenos Aires
native who blames his Argentine education for
his hands-on tendencies. “In Argentina, there
is a European mindset in which the work isn't
subdivided as much as it is here, so T was trained
to oversee all facets of a program.”

Sussman migrated to Miami in 2002,
working for a handful of prominent design/
architecture firms before signing on with
Shulman + Associates in early 2007 as the
firm’s director of interior design. Sussman
claims he’s mellow during the design process,
but the adrenaline kicks into high gear when
the construction gets underway and his visions
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begin to take form. “It excites me to make
dreams come true,” he explains. “It’s even more
rewarding than making money.”

Sussman, who declares himself a Modernise
but not a minimalist, had an eye-opening tip to
New York City ar the age of 22, but he’s known
that design is what makes him rick from long
before. “As a kid, I would walk into the house of
a friend and think about where to move the sofa
to make the room work berter.”

This peek into the past could explain
Sussman’s affinity for interiors that relate to their
surroundings. “T always draw from the bones ofa
space for my designs,” he explains. “T look at the
overall skeleton of a building and trear the walls
and the floors as if they are part of thar” [

STRONG ACCENTS From top: Sussman. A wooden
staircase at the Aman Spa in Bhutan appealed
to Sussman bath aesthetically and spiritualiy. A
Miami Beach kitchen designed by the architect.
The Flexform Timeless chair is a faverite.
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TRIPPING OUT! A recent sojourn to the

Aman Spa in Bhutan was incredibly inspiring for
Sussman. Nestled into the Himalayas, the resort
& was completely in harmony with its setting and the
? local culture, while also remaining technologically
advanced. *The views and the connection to
the environment were breathtaking,” he says. ‘|
absorbed every detail”
ON WANDERLUST Sussman's parents liked
! to travel, and they passed their enjoyment of visiting .
; other cultures on to their son. “When | was 9 years 1. The soutful quality of
g Bhutan spoke to Sussman.
3 old, my parents tock us to Egypt,” he says. “The 2. Sussman's design of this
z pyramids blew my mind; they were so different from cando at the Continuum
3 anyihing Id ever seen’ 1ook its cues from sky,

water and sand. 3. Le
Corbusier's Casa Curutchet
in La Plata, Argentina. 4. At
age 9, Sussman visited the
pyramids.

MODERN MENTOR “'ve always looked up

to Le Corbusier, and as a classic Modernist, | have
embraced his principles,” Sussman says. “When | saw
Casa Curutchet—a house designed by Le Corbusier
in La Plata, and his only building in Argentina—it was
a defining moment for me.”

5. Sussman digs Jaime WITHOUT RESERVATIONS Sussman is

Haydon's new designs for row designing interiors for boutique hotels and

the hath. 8. Bausinee hatels spas in Miami Beach that include the Fairwind, the

like the Fairwind are guickly 5 : :

becoming a specialty of the Indigo—a LEED certified project—and the Greystone
firm. 7. Sussman’s modern Spa. “Each of these projects has a unique story,”
bent shows itself in a Miami Sussman says. "Because the design is about

Beach residence, for which capturing and informing the experiential aspects of

hedosipead the latécier. place, the work is complex.”
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THE SWEDE SPOT

Iggy Cuba is 2 woman of convictions. “When you
get the design right, you just feel it,” she says. It was
the same certainty that drew the native of Sweden
to Miami 14 years ago, when she transitioned
from a career as an advertising crearive director to
one in interior design. The principal of NuHouse
Design Associates, Cuba's varied portfolio includes
private residences, resorts and restaurants, and she
enjoys the longevity of her interior design projects
with good reason. “A commercial may last only
30 seconds, which means all of your hard work is
gone in a flash,” she says. “Buildings and interiors
are not so ephemeral.”

You can take the woman out of Sweden, buc
you can't take Sweden our of the woman—ithe
country’s lconic design plays a pare in Cuba’s
style. “T work across all styles, but I love the
earthy materials and white painted woods of
Scandinavian design,” she says. While summering
in the petite country houses of north Sweden as
a child, Cuba zeroed in on whar has become her
caveat: “Necessity creates creativicy.”
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Her facher, a sculpror, named her Ingegerd,
which derives from the Norse god Ing. “Tr is so old
that no one in Sweden names a child thar now!”
says Cuba, who is not alone in a city of unusual

names. She also enjoys the rigor Miami's many
colors brings to her field: “Diversity makes design
a dynamic challenge here because the owner of
any given project, and his or her style, may be
from anywhere in the world.”

IGEY POPS! Clockwiss from top: Cuba at home.,
HuHouse Design's Dougan chair. A vignette of
Cuba's living space. Farm, a renowned restaurant
in lapa Valley, is a favored hanpaut of and an
influence for the interior designer.



MOORMGE VILLAGE

LE MARALE PHATE BY AMELIE DUPONT AND COURTESY 0F PARIS TRURIST DEFICE, FIERRE'S PHOTO COURTESY OF TH

1. Cuba and her i\
partners are designing 4
the first Baccarat Hotel 3
in Anguilla, which will R - ) < i
have a subtler version
of this chandelier. 2.

La Carreta in Miramar,
a NuHouse project, is

a sister restaurant to
one that is coming to
the Miami International
Rirport soon. 3. Inside
Cuba’s home.

FUSION FURNISHINGS Cuba wants to

build the perfect marriage of the Key West conch
house, the Hamptons shingle-style cottage, the

New England clapboard and the Scandinavian
vernacular, "'m drawn to places that have this feel”
she says, citing the Napa Valley restaurant Farm

and the Moorings in lslamorada as places that make
her architourist heart beat faster, “The Moorings is
paradise, and it's only an hour and a half from Miamil”

4. The interior at Cuba's
beloved Farm restaurant
in Napa. 5. Cuba cites this
Delight Votive by Drrefors
as a faverite accessory. 6.
A door in Paris's Le Marais
neighborheod. 7. Cuba
calis Pierre’s Restavrant
at the Moorings in the
Keys “pure paradise.”

COLOR CHART “My favorite color is blus,”
Cuba says. “l think it's because during one week
each year the light never fades in Sweden—a
remarkable fact given that 60 percent of the year
is always dark. It's impessible to forget the amazing
blue glow that results during that one week, even
during the middle of the night. It's also impossibla
to describe what a beautiful color it is."

PARIS MATCH "My favorite city is Paris, A

especilly Le Marais because the neighborhood ; A L .
offers such great lessons in symmetry, balance and | P P/ # s gnt 8 s l
composition,” Cuba says, “These are elements | am 4 ; ! |t o
always conscious of when designing, and | glean ideas i £ S s

from the amazing details when | wander around those
Parisian streets.” Cuba lived in Paris for a year bafore
moving to Miami, taking courses at the Sorbonne

and drinking in her enchanting surroundings. “There's
no other place that inspires me so much. From the
architecture to the art, it's just in the airl” she says. "l
tove the George V and the Hemingway Bar, which is
very cozy and has an cld-fashiened glamour”

T
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THE BRAZILIAN CUT>>55555555552

Nature or nurture? When itcomes to inspiration,
Rio de Janeiro native Marcos Zucararto has
designs on the former. "Rio is definitely a
beauriful city, full of contrasts and gorgeous
people, bur my constant inspiration has to do
with a closeness with nature,” he says. “I lived a
block away from the beach when I was growing
up, so I was always surrounded by blue.”
Fascinared with his architect father's
drawing table and stacks of unfurled plans,
Zucaratto knew he would make a career in
architecture from a young age. But as charmed
as he was with his father’s talent for creating
buildings, interior archirecture delighred him
more. “T am a very emotional person and T ger
attached to people,” he says. “It’s a privilege
for me to be able to creare architecturally rich
spaces in which people really want to live.”
Zucaratto’s move to Miami came soon
after his graduation from archirecrure school,
and he’s warched the city change during the
past 12 years. “There were no Starbucks when
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I came, and Lincoln Road was nothing like it is
now,” he says. “Tr has been great to warch Miami
become a thriving metropolis, and I'm thrilled
to have been part of that transformartion.” [

CLEAN LIVING Clockwise from fop: Tucaratto.
This residence an the Venetian Causeway has his
trademark elemental vibe. Niemeyer's furniture
tugs at his Brazilian heartstrings. Artefacte’s
Zucaratte-designed showrom in Ft. Lauderdale’s
Galleria Mall.

FHOTO OF MIEMEYER TABLE BY SHERRY GRIFFIN FGR RIOTH CENTURY.




BEST IN SHOW Zucaratto handles the design
of Artefacto’s LS, showrooms, as well as the
Brazilian company's stateside brand identity. He also
places Artefacta’s furniture in many of his projects.
like the Brazilian way of designing things, especially
the strong connection to natural materials,” he says.
"Woad is an important element in my designs.”

IDOL WORSHIP “'m a huge fan of Oscar
Niemeyer,” Zucaratto says. "He’s 100 years old and
he still has an office!” Niemeyer's designs from the
1960s are particularly appealing. I love his furniture
from that period—the extreme lines and large
openings.” he explains. "He was a true architect of
that time, and | beligve his designs reflect how the
waorld was changing.”

1. Zucaratto accesses
his architectural
training when designing
Artefacto showrooms.

2. Copacabana Park

by Roberto Burle Marx
was Zucaratte's place

to hang as a kid. 3. He
updaied this historical
heme in Coxsackie, New
York. 4 and 6. Niemeyer's
Congresse Nacional and
Cathedral of Brasilia. 5.
A scultpure Zucaratto
created during his
college years.

PARTY PLANNER "When | first visit & client,
| create a 3-D image in my head, and | know within
15 minutes exactly what | need to do with each
space—it's a natural thing | do," Zucaratto says. “It's
why | don't go to many parties at private homes. |
walk in and start analyzing each room and then |
can't enjoy myself”
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