
  The former curator at the Fundación 
Jumex Arte Contemporáneo and the Museo 
Tamayo in Mexico City says no two shows are 
alike because a curator must remain attuned 
to artists and their practices while keeping 
in mind the context that is being addressed. 
“With Meridians,” she explains, “we’re not only 
talking about scale in terms of size, but in terms 
of display because a more ambitious range of 
works will be on view, including "lm and video 
projections and performances.”
  #e galleries bringing works to the show 
include major players on the art scene from the 
U.S., France, China, Italy, Mexico, Argentina, 
the U.K., Belgium, Germany and Switzerland. 
#e artistic talent they will be highlighting 
is global and multicultural, hailing from 
Switzerland, the U.K., Brazil, Canada, Cuba, 

Art Basel Miami Beach’s new Meridians 
sector aims for artistic discourse.

By Saxon Henry

THE CONVERSATION

A new dialogue will be taking place during Art 
Basel Miami Beach this year as Meridians, a 
"rst-time sector featuring large-scale sculptures 
and paintings, installations, "lm and video 
projections, and live performances, will debut 
in the Miami Beach Convention Center’s new 
Grand Ballroom. Creating a conversation 
has been the goal of curator Magalí Arriola 
from the start: “#e idea behind the show is 
to articulate said themes and concerns, and 
to emphasize the dialogue between the works 
through the installation process.”  “C
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a r t

From top: Installation 
view of “Caída Libre” 
by Miguel Calderón, 
exhibited by kurimanzutto; 
detail of “Dynastie” by 
Barthélémy Toguo, 
exhibited by Galerie Lelong 
& Co. Both will be on view 
at the Meridians sector of 
Art Basel Miami Beach. 



France, Belgium, Guyana, India, Italy, 
Colombia, Mexico, Argentina, Africa 
and the U.S. Art will meet performance; 
a rch itec tu re ,  u rba n pla nn ing a nd 
preservation will !gure in the conversation; 
and f ilmmakers will investigate moody 
subjects that visually enthrall. "e local 
David Castillo Gallery will bring Pepe Mar 
to Meridians, the only Miami Beach-based 
artist in the show. His diverse fascinations 
will be illustrated in his mixed-media 
installation “Man of the Night” and three 
other works on fabric.
  As the entries have come in, Arriola says 
a few surprises have emerged: “With over 30 
projects presented in this initial edition, it 
has been exciting to see how there are many 
conceptual overlaps and thematic threads that 
one can follow between di$erent generations. 
We have quite a few examples of historical 
works that can be easily put in dialogue with 
the most recent production of a younger 
generation of artists, which makes me think 
that we’re on the right track to initiate a 
substantial conversation with this new e$ort.” 
Meridians opening (by invite only) on Dec. 3, 
4-7PM, public days Dec. 5-8, times vary, regular 
tickets $65-$145, premium ticket $500, Miami 
Beach Convention Center, 1901 Convention 
Center Drive, Miami Beach, artbasel.com 

Clockwise from top left: “Pinwheel” by Tina 
Girouard, performance staged by Anat Ebgi; 
“Brutal Ambivalence” by Luciana Lamothe, 

exhibited by Ruth Benzacar Galeria de Arte; Magalí 
Arriola, curator of the new Meridians sector at 
Art Basel Miami Beach; “Man of the Night” by 
Pepe Mar, exhibited by David Castillo Gallery.  
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