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A Snowy Surprise

On the night before Christmas, deep in Pinecone Forest,

snow fell soft and slow, tucking every tree in a blanket of

white.

Right in the middle of the clearing stood Buttons the

Snowman — round, cheerful, and wearing his favorite red

scarf and tall black hat.

"Yay!" Buttons said with a crunchy, snowy giggle.

"Christmas is coming!"
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Ruby the Fox

A rustle of leaves, and out popped Ruby the Fox, her fur

as orange as autumn leaves and her scarf as red as holly

berries.

"Did I hear someone say Christmas?" Ruby asked, her

eyes twinkling.

"You sure did!" said Buttons. "Want to help me get the

forest ready?"

Ruby's tail swished with excitement. "I'd love to!"
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Oliver the Owl

High in the pine branches, Oliver the Owl blinked open

his big golden eyes. He tugged his cozy green hat down

over his ears and swooped down for a landing.

"Whoo, whoo is planning a Christmas surprise without

me?" he asked, ruffling his feathers importantly.

"We are!" said Buttons and Ruby together. "Come join

us!"
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Clover the Rabbit

Underneath a snow-covered bush, little Clover the Rabbit

peeked out, her paws tucked into her warm red scarf.

"I heard jingling," Clover whispered, hopping closer. "Is it

really almost Christmas?"

"It really, truly is," said Buttons, "and we could use one

more helper."

Clover's whiskers wiggled happily. "Count me in!"
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Willow the Fawn

Just then, soft hoofsteps crunched through the snow, and

Willow the Fawn stepped into the clearing, her spots

dusted white with snowflakes.

"I saw the lanterns glowing," Willow said shyly, "and I

wanted to see what was happening."

"We're getting the forest ready for Christmas Eve!" said

Clover. "Will you help us too?"

Willow smiled her gentle smile. "I will."
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A Sleepy Star

The five friends gathered beneath the tallest tree in the

clearing — a grand old pine, wrapped in twinkling lights

and red and gold ornaments.

But at the very top, the star looked tired. Its glow was

dim, barely a flicker.

"Oh no," said Buttons. "How will Santa find our forest if

our star can't shine?"
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A Job for Everyone

"We'll just have to help it shine!" said Ruby, sitting up tall.

"Everyone has something special to give."

Oliver puffed out his feathers. "I can fly up and hold the

star steady."

Clover twitched her nose. "I can gather the softest snow

to make it sparkle."

Willow tilted her head. "I know where the brightest berries

grow, for a splash of color."

"And I," said Buttons proudly, "will light the lanterns all

around the tree!"
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Working Together

So off they went — hopping, flying, trotting, and waddling

through the snow.

Clover gathered handfuls of glittering snow. Willow

nibbled bright red berries from the frosty bushes. Buttons

rolled from lantern to lantern, lighting each one with a

warm golden glow.

It wasn't a job for just one friend. It was a job for all of

them, together.
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Lighting the Star

Oliver flew to the very top of the tree, holding tight to the

sleepy star. Ruby helped toss the sparkling snow up into

the branches, and Willow tucked her bright berries

between the pine needles like tiny ornaments.

"Ready?" called Oliver.

"Ready!" the friends cheered below.
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It Glows!

With one gentle nudge, Oliver set the star back in its

place — and it caught the glow of the lanterns and the

shimmer of the snow and began to shine, brighter and

brighter, until it sparkled like the very first star in the sky.

The whole forest lit up in a soft, golden glow.

"We did it!" the friends cheered, hugging each other in the

snow.
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Jingle Bells in the Sky

Just then, a sound drifted down from far above — a soft

jingle, jingle, jingle, growing louder.

The five friends looked up. Sailing across the big round

moon was a sleigh, pulled by reindeer with bells on their

harnesses, and a jolly driver waving down at them.

"It's him!" whispered Clover. "It's really him!"
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A Wish Together

The friends held paws and wings and hooves in a cozy

circle beneath their glowing tree.

"Let's make a wish," said Buttons. "All together."

So they closed their eyes tight, and they wished the same

warm wish — for friendship, for kindness, and for a

Christmas full of joy for everyone in Pinecone Forest, and

every forest, and every home, everywhere.
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Yay, Christmas Is Here!

As the sleigh disappeared over the treetops, snow began

to fall again, soft and quiet, like a blanket tucking the

whole forest in for the night.

Buttons looked around at his friends — Ruby, Oliver,

Clover, and Willow — all smiling, all together, all warm

with the glow of their very own Christmas star.

"Yay," Buttons whispered happily. "Christmas is finally

here."

And under the twinkling star, five little friends fell asleep,

dreaming of all the Christmas mornings still to come.
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THE END

A story about friendship, teamwork, and the magic that
happens when we all shine together.

— SheysUniverse
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