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Here is an edited list of some of her passions: shoes, Willie Nelson, her
garden, Schubert, Mies van der Rohe, playing the piano, the perfect clam
sauce (I have her recipe) singing, teaching, Georgia O'Keeffe, travel,
Arshile Gorky, her house, Mondrian, her church, Edward Hopper,
swimming laps. -Margaret Hawkins, writer and critic



Let's Get Started =~ | .

Click here to virtually tour the Sandra Jorgensen exhibition



https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=bFB3GBHqgnS

Close to Home

Sandra Jorgensen, Prospect
Magazine, Winter 2000. Image
courtesy of EImhurst College

Sandra Jorgensen (1934-1999) brought eclectic interests and
various inspirations together in her work as an artist, curator, and
professor—which continues to influence local and wider
communities. She was influenced by her hometown-Elmhurst,
personal items, her home studio, and her imagination. In this
guide, we'll explore work from each of Jorgensen’s series, to see
her various influences throughout her artistic career.



Eimhurst &
Herb’s Texaco

Jorgensen found inspiration all around her,
making iconic paintings out of places and things
that others would dismiss as commonplace. For
instance, she devoted an entire series of her
work to a seemingly ordinary gas station in
ElImhurst.

This series, from the 1980’s, always featured a
garage, a front end of a car, a road towards the
horizon, and another landmark, such as a water
tower or house. She would customize each work
by changing her color palette and including
different figures, including herself.




While many of her pieces are autobiographical through their
references, this series is also one of very few that actually
picture Jorgensen. She took photographic studies in her
studio first and inserted herself into scenes of the Herb's
Texaco series.

Far Right: Sandra Jorgensen, Self-Portrait in studio. Courtesy of EImhurst College



Herb's Texaco, 1984, oil on canvas.
Collection of Harriet Goetz.




Herb’s Texaco V, 1981, oil on
canvas. Courtesy of Phyllis Carroll.



Herb's Texaco, 1978, pastel on paper
Elmhurst Art Museum Collection. Gift
of the artist.



Jorgensen

& Her Buggy

Jorgensen’s buggy paintings are in some ways
the most personal, and yet also the most
abstract compositions of her career. She broke
down the picture into geometric colored
shapes, while also allowing the represented
image to show.

Sandra Jorgensen’s buggy was an important
memory from her childhood. She depicted
this buggy in a series of painting, sketches,
and prints throughout the 1980s.

Sandy was my sister. She was nine years old
when | was born. When | was a baby, Mom
would send Sandy out to push me in my
carriage until | fell asleep. To speed the

process, Sandy would aim the carriage so
the sun was on my face, and | would have to
shut my eyes — and fall asleep faster. -Karen
Behanna, Jorgensen’s sister



What is your fondest item
from your childhood? Do
you still have it tucked away
or on display in your home?
Does this item hold a special
memory?

Inspired by something in
your home? Share it with us
on social media, with the
tag #elmhurstartmuseum

Previous Slide: Sandra Jorgensen in Her Buggy
circa 1935. Courtesy of EImhurst College Art
Collection.

Left: Buggy #7,1977, oil on canvas. Courtesy of
Elmhurst College Art Collection, gift of the artist.
Top:



Sandra Jorgensen often drew inspiration from her own home and neighborhood. She

used photographic and works on paper as studies for her paintings, often using some of
the same angled roof and fence in the left image.

How would you draw your home? Do you have a lot of trees? Flowers? A fence? Do you
have a swing set? Basketball hoop?

Left: Sandra Jorgensen’s yard. Courtesy of EImhurst College Art Collection. Right: Westyard, Night I, 1996, Pastel on paper. Courtesy of Julie Dreebin




Buggy Drawing, 1987, pastel
on paper. Courtesy of lllinois
Legacy Collection, lllinois
State Museum, Gift of Kent
Smith.



Jorgensen

& Her Gardens

Jorgensen loved to work in her garden and swim.
She chose to complete a series of paintings and
sketches featuring a tight composition straight
from her own imagination. The garden scenes
often featured a central pool, a set of trees, stairs,
and a home with the lights on.

Would you like to jump in the pool at night?
Does it look like nice and calm? Can you hear the
sounds of a garden at night? How about the
crickets? What do you think the people are
doing in the home?




Previous page: Garden Pool with Round Window, 1983, pastel on paper. Courtesy of The Ruttenberg ‘52 Collection.
Above: Small Precipice, 1988, oil on canvas. Courtesy of Marcia and Robert Goltermann.



Garden Pool with Steps I, 1982,
pastel on Mi-Tientes paper.
Elmhurst Art Museum
Collection . Gift of the Frank W.
England Fund




In Her Home Studio

Later in her life, Jorgensen worked primarily
from her at-home studio. She composed
sketches and paintings of still lifes and
landscapes. While her landscapes were
inspired by memories from her childhood
and travels, her still lifes were based on
staged photographs and renderings from
her own sketchbook. She would sometimes
copy her original images, make a print, then
hand draw marks on it to make it unique.



Passing Storm, 1994-1997, oil
on canvas. Collection of
Elmhurst Art Museum
Collection. Gift of Holly Cohn,
Mary McKean and Friends of
Sandra Jorgensen






Sketches in Sandra Jorgensen'’s studio.
Courtesy of EImhurst College Art
Collection.




Top: Photograph of Desk by Sandra Jorgensen. Courtesy of
Elmhurst College Art Collection.

| Left: Student Still Life with Blue Sky, 1991,

o pastel on paper. Courtesy of Mal and Mickey Poland




Top: Figurine, 1997, pastel on gray paper. Private Collection
Right: Photographs of Sandra Jorgensen’s studio and still life
sketches. Courtesy of private collection.




Sandra & Other

Artists

Sandra Jorgensen’s work was inspired by other
artists as well. She had a special interest in
Edward Hopper, Georgia O'Keeffe, Piet
Mondrian, Roger Brown, Mies van der Rohe,
and Arshile Gorky. Our museum docents saw
hints of Roy Lichtenstein's influence as well.

What other artist's do you think could have
inspired Sandra? What other artists inspire
you? How do other artists inspire your creative
projects? What do you like about their work?

Sandra Jorgensen'’s studio with a Roger Brown painting
(top left). Courtesy of EImhurst College Art Collection.
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On the left, we have Sandra Jorgensen’s mural from the Sulzer Library, Chicago, 1985 and
on the right, we have Roger Brown's See Seven Cities, 1971. Can you see how Brown's
painting style influenced her own work? Can you see some differences?

Left: Mural, 1985, reproduction. Courtesy of Chicago Cultural Affairs Office, Percent for Arts Program and the Conrad Sulzer Regional Library (CPL)
Right: Roger Brown, See Seven Cities, 1971, oil on canvas. Gift of the estate of Dr. Ralph Klein.



Jorgensen

& Music

Sandra Jorgensen loved to listen to music. She would often
include her musical inspirations in her painting. From Shubert
to Willie Nelson, music was a constant throughout her life.
Jorgensen also celebrated local musicians by designing album
covers for the EImhurst College Jazz Band.

If you were a friend of Sandy’s, you now look at a piece of
art with a little more scrutiny. Perhaps you can recognize
a Schubert melody. You most certainly can sing a Willie
Nelson song. -Karen Behanna, Jorgensen'’s sister




Willie Nelson and the Lamb of God,

1981-1983, oil on canvas.

Courtesy of the Gray Family




D.960, 1997, pastel on paper
Courtesy of Julie Dreebin




Pawnbroker, 1995, pastel on paper
Courtesy of Doug and Vivian Beach

The Dark Corner, 1998, pastel on paper
Courtesy of Doug and Vivian Beach



Inspired by
Sandra Jorgensen:
Download three printable
activities including coloring
ages, shape cut-outs and

drawing activities
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https://res.cloudinary.com/elmhurst-art-museum/image/upload/v1586370452/A-%20Museum%20At%20Home/EAM_Jorgensen_jg0ith.pdf
https://res.cloudinary.com/elmhurst-art-museum/image/upload/v1586370452/A-%20Museum%20At%20Home/EAM_Jorgensen_jg0ith.pdf
https://res.cloudinary.com/elmhurst-art-museum/image/upload/v1586370452/A-%20Museum%20At%20Home/EAM_Jorgensen_jg0ith.pdf
https://res.cloudinary.com/elmhurst-art-museum/image/upload/v1586370452/A-%20Museum%20At%20Home/EAM_Jorgensen_jg0ith.pdf
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Daily Herald

WGN- Morning Show, Around Town

City Pleasures

Video interview
and more images



https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20191129/elmhurst-art-museum-exhibit-celebrates-its-founding-member-
https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20191129/elmhurst-art-museum-exhibit-celebrates-its-founding-member-
https://wgntv.com/morning-news/around-town/around-town-checks-out-the-elmhurst-art-museum/
https://wgntv.com/morning-news/around-town/around-town-checks-out-the-elmhurst-art-museum/
https://rowgseat1.com/2020/01/29/artistic-legacy-on-display-at-elmhurst-art-museum/
https://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/exhibitions/sandra-jorgensen/
https://www.elmhurstartmuseum.org/exhibitions/sandra-jorgensen/

More on Sandra Jorgensen’s Artistic interests and influences

Edward Hopper Arshile Gorky

Piet Mondrian
Roger Brown

Georgia O'Keeffe

Click on the links
to see images of

Roy Lichtenstein works by her

favorite artists
and influences.



https://www.moma.org/collection/works/80000
https://whitney.org/collection/works/46345
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/mondrian-composition-with-yellow-blue-and-red-t00648
https://www.sfmoma.org/artist/Piet_Mondrian/
https://www.sfmoma.org/artist/Piet_Mondrian/
https://collection.crystalbridges.org/objects/3013/radiator-buildingnight-new-york?ctx=3a4007e1-66cc-4fe9-ae45-07b60f0bda53&idx=8
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/104031/the-shelton-with-sunspots-n-y
https://collections.lacma.org/node/171847
https://hmoa.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/42494D9B-B4D0-4BEE-A6E5-210304413389
https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/1519
https://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/337.html?page=2
http://smartcollection.uchicago.edu/people/503/roger-brown;jsessionid=ACFB41C8CB209A54EC0D12FFF56968E1/objects
https://www.saic.edu/academics/libraries-special-collections/roger-brown

—— Thank you to exhibition sponsors
Sally J. and Raymond J. Allen,
Marcia and Robert Goltermann,
and ElImhurst College

72 Elmhurst College

Thank you to Brian Clair,
photographer & realtor, of Corona
Realty Group owned and operated by
Jaime Birks & Alex Corona for creating
the virtual tour.
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Exhibition Manager, Sarah Franklin
Director of Education, Joe Hladik
Education Fellow, Maria Vargas

Sandra Jorgensen'’s sketch book. Courtesy of
Elmhurst College Art Collection.



