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Friday

Chance of showers

High: 76
Low: 60

Saturday

Sunny

High: 79
Low: 64

Sunday

Chance of t-storms

High: 83
Low: 67

YOUR WEEKEND FORECAST

ART HANGOUT
New museum exhibit highlights
work of near-forgotten
school of artists

By ELLA LEE
editorial@mysuburbanlife.com

ELMHURST

T he Elmhurst Art Museum will
feature two new exhibits –
“What Came After: Figurative

Painting in Chicago, 1978-1998” and
“McCormick House – Past, Present
and Future” – that explore specific
eras in Chicago’s art history begin-
ning Sept. 14.

“One of our missions is to sup-
port and exhibit Midwestern artists
or artists from the Midwest,” said
John McKinnon, executive director
of the Elmhurst Art Museum. “We
are a regional art museum, so we’re
often trying to find things that speak
to local stories and show that work
in an interesting way.”

Curated by artist Phyl l is
Bramson, “What Came After” is a
collection of 30 pieces, 15 of which
highlight the work of a near-forgot-
ten school of artists, what Bramson
calls “third-generation Imagists,
Post-Imagists and the Chicago
School.”

See EXHIBIT, page 2

Art handlers Danielle Kaufman and Smith Rob-
ertson hang a piece for the “What Came After:
Figurative Painting in Chicago, 1978-1998”
exhibit at the Elmhurst Art Museum. The exhibit
opens Sept. 14 and runs through Jan. 12.
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“What I started to get annoyed
about is nobody ever mentions this
group from 1978 to 1998,” Bramson
said. “I thought to myself, ‘Well, stop
complaining about this and try to or-
ganize a show that says hey, wait a
minute, there is this group of artists
that people know about.’ I mean most
of the artists are successful. It’s not
like I’m rescuing unknown artists, but
nobody seems to know about them,
mention them, or see them in the mu-
seums and they’re just sitting there
without any notice.”

She added that the exhibition is
dedicated to James Yood, a late art
critic and friend of Bramson’s who
was a part of the early curating pro-
cess for the exhibition.

“McCormick House,” curated by in-
terior architect Robert Kleinschmidt,
will reimagine a portion of the Elm-
hurst Art Museum in its original form
– a home.

“The original family was Robert
McCormick Jr. and his wife, Isabella
Gardner, who was the president of the
Poetry Society,” Kleinschmidt said.
“So I looked at the pictures of their
house, and they had Mies van der
Rohe Barcelona chairs, so the muse-
um had two of those and we had new
cushions made. The furniture, it’s just
– I’m emulating the rooms through the
photographs that I looked at.”

Kleinschmidt said his goal in recre-

ating the original Mies van der Rohe
McCormick House was to show that
the home could be “big, warm, friend-
ly and inviting.”

The McCormick House exhibit will
be in tandem with the Chicago Ar-
chitecture Biennial and “What Came
Next.” Despite the Chicago-focused
nature of the exhibits, McKinnon said
he believes the two shows will be an
excellent fit for the museum.

“Chicago is the big city next door
and it is a place where a lot of muse-
ums and galleries – all these are sorts
of cultural scenes, kind of ‘centers,’
” McKinnon said. “It’s often Chicago
centric, but [the Elmhurst Art Mu-
seum] is often where you find a lot
of these people from all over the sub-
urbs – whether it’s north south, west
– they’ll kind of gather and meet or
they’ll exchange different ideas or
they’ll exhibit at the same gallery.”

• EXHIBIT
Continued from page 1

If you go

n WHAT: “What Came After: Figurative
Painting in Chicago, 1978-1998” and
“McCormick House – Past, Present
and Future”

n WHEN: Sept. 14 to Jan. 12, 2020
n WHERE: Elmhurst Art Museum, 150 S.

Cottage Hill Ave.
n COST: $15 adults, $12 seniors, free

with school ID and those under 18

Photos by Sandy Bressner - sbressner@shawmedia.com

Exhibit manager Lal Bahcecioglu (left) and curator and artist Phyllis Bramson discuss the placement of the pieces of artwork for the
“What Came After: Figurative Painting in Chicago, 1978-1998” exhibit at the Elmhurst Art Museum.

“McCormick House – Past, Present and Future” will open at the Elmhurst Art Museum
on Sept. 14.


