


THE CELEBRATION ISSUE 
Celebrating the Season with 15 Fascinating Faces of 2020 
What a unique year it’s been, to say the least! From shut downs and 
travel bans, to quarantines and eLearning, the year 2020 is for sure 
one that many of us will leave far behind. Yet, through it all, for many 
residents this year was a time for perseverance, clarity and repurpose. 
For some, the shut down brought a renewed lifestyle allowing them to 
focus on what’s most important, giving more time to spend with their 
family. For many business owners it meant pivoting from their well-
known path, and focusing on rebuilding while traveling outside of their 
comfort zone.  For sure, it’s been an interesting time for most.  
 
Through the year, amid the chaos presented by COVID-19, we have 
met countless residents who have stayed positive, helping others along 
the way. From our Glancing the Gallant stories shared last Spring, to 
this month’s 15 Fascinating Faces of the Year, each has 
a telling story to share about their triumphs and 
genuine love for their community during what 
has been a wildly unprecedented time.  
 
Wishing you and yours all the best this  
holiday season and always! Thank you for 
your readership.  
 
 
 
Lindy Kleivo 
Publishing Director, West Suburban Area 
lkleivo@glancermagazine.com
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Bernard Kleina 

WHEATON–Bernard Kleina has seen a lot over his 85 years 
of life.  He has been taunted, hit by rocks, bottles and cherry 
bombs; he has been spat upon and has been arrested as a 
Civil Rights marcher and photographer. Since 1965, he has 
had the privilege of photographing ordinary people doing ex-
traordinary things, and extraordinary people doing excep-
tional and uncommon things.   
 
Bernard photographs, so that others can see what he sees, 
and feel what he feels. 
 
“Someone once said, a work of art should melt the frozen 
rivers of the heart,” Bernard shares.  “Each of us in our own 
unique way is a work of art, capable of healing wounds, soft-
ening pain, inspiring involvement, nurturing understanding, 
opening doors to compassion, discouraging discrimination, 
helping each other face the future, with hope and above all, 
melting the frozen rivers of the heart.  This is what I try to do 
with my camera and with my life.” 
 
Bernard’s photography of the Chicago Freedom Movement 
documents the first color photos of Dr. Martin Luther King in 
Illinois and are currently online and exhibited in the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture in Wash-
ington, D.C. as well as “In Focus", a 2021 exhibit at the Elm-
hurst Art Museum about fair housing, will feature 32 of his 
historic photographs. 
 

 
 
His photographs tell the truth of our nation's struggle for 
equality, justice and freedom, and capture some of the most 
violent missions Dr. King undertook.  MLK’s efforts to focus 
on open housing and ending racial and economic segre-
gation inspired Bernard to also work for equality in housing 
and housing-related issues for more than forty years with a 
local Chicago area Civil Rights organization. 
 
When he’s not photographing protest marches or men and 
women who have suffered the humiliation and hurt of dis-
crimination, Bernard enjoys perusing old bookstores with his 
wife Sue and photographing landscapes and other subjects 
that relax his mind and nourish his soul.  He has been a 
Wheaton resident for 40 years and has also served on both 
national and local Boards of Directors that work to ensure 
equality and justice. 
 
Bernard concedes that discrimination still happens today in 
so many ugly and hurtful ways, and it doesn’t happen in a 
vacuum.  All of us see it, feel it, fight it, hear it, ignore it, profit 
from it, tolerate it, initiate it, provoke it, perpetuate it, suffer 
from it or die from it. 
 
“The good news is that today there are so many people who 
are doing the right thing, who respect their neighbors, who 
love our country  - and perhaps this African saying might 
help: "If you think you are too small to make a difference, try 
spending the night in a closed room with a mosquito."

Glancer Magazine • DECEMBER 2020 • WESTERN SUBURBS • 33


