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By Graydon Megan
Pioneer Press • Sep 13, 2022 at 4:02 pm

Thank you for supporting our journalism. This article is available exclusively for our subscribers,
who help fund our work at the Chicago Tribune.

Expand

ADVERTISEMENT

___

Jumble Daily & Crossword 

Play Now

https://www.chicagotribune.com/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/elmhurst/#nt=taxonomy-article
javascript:window.open(clickTag)
https://statsf-tm.everesttech.net/stats/1/ct?cpKey=3n3dNsJ3fiuguNC7cc37&mpKey=jYPS61l1bICJ1xnEtgws&adKey=qh4fTBjDOFDPKVTt2t5t&sessId=29780663475632049884510.1&seller_id=2842&psId=ioMLggwZxkZQXJiJSGjS&sId=0&dur=15&date=&auth=&did=YxjSewAMLupnpQAK&didtype=EVEREST_COOKIE_ID&stch_id=YxjSewAMLupnpQAK&conn=unknown&env=site&bi=B09sF8QHCnBVCkSYUwpLhcR66-d0MBX3AsWI_iEySR7Ewf3FSXTOluWldVhngM-IGYwNyLG5W3_EvOSIVL6rtu9rpCuXQG4qNSbS95ujcoAob2GD7nxCos4UFGMX8_eyOKGkQWQquW-eh9u8sfO25KqiKF-2qUc5q0i0IbtZC3AxP7wUMcobbB4Vb9NiKaEhPVdkG49f990qZq4BFZ6X2z4Q-EpCPV_grsQ0UzHcQnn08I&PG=F&s=H4sIAAAAAAAAAAHwAA__4PJfMEPoPNQMaxgXBEB5jGZpjl7LInjfcugA-FAGGdgz7_3uSYNu7FK3HeTkGtMQGJa6X-xJIZL6284J-RcqOP_Id252I_oZ9gpJeZ0L4pwk2L89bEyzyBRF9pxqKntABG53bJyNeFnjLPZlrXZ7OrAoXNUlgSnc0vKoACPmdoDqVO9t3xYyDkVx8v5k3knXoSdvdqut-6Y4azovkc12ry9t3XbpRe6IBrjEV9ceS_opJyin_Xz1G-7DiOMxdx3elnUov3YU4U4rZfdn3VcxABEWbKjIpYRHGx129XOtaY0vZz9d4KPQkf5FvOwBS4OpdWOFHPAAAAA&redir=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/172457;6215001;3746705;211;0/?ft_impID=F365E585-F862-8DD5-2163-C4C44D0EB301&gdpr=0&us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&g=5364227EE94729&random=837115810&ft_width=320&ft_height=50&url=https://www.aaa.com/GoAmerica
https://www.chicagotribune.com/#nt=mastheadnavbar
https://fun.chicagotribune.com/#int=button_digital_games_landing_


9/14/22, 5:32 AM Elmhurst Art Museum opens Pilsen-based street artist Sentrock exhibit – Chicago Tribune

https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/elmhurst/ct-dob-elmhurst-museum-sentrock-exhibit-tl-0915-20220913-feppd24qy5gcppk5hnm5nidp2y-story.html 2/11

It’s street art that blends a young boy’s hopes for the future and new beginnings with the

Mexican cultural tradition of masks in new works by Joseph Perez, best known as

“Sentrock,” opening a new exhibition and programs at the Elmhurst Art Museum now

through Jan. 15 of next year.

“Sentrock: The Boy Who Wanted to Fly” is the first solo museum show of Pilsen-based

Sentrock, “who seeks to uplift and empower youth through his murals and educational

projects,” according to the Museum’s website.

Street artist Sentrock painted a mural of his Bird City Saint character on the wall of the first gallery of his Elmhurst

Art Museum exhibition. (Graydon Megan / Pioneer Press)
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The Elmhurst Art Museum exhibit runs from Sept. 9
to Jan. 15 of next year. (Graydon Megan / Pioneer
Press)

The art in the museum show features his

character Bird City Saint in individual

paintings, a mural painted with house

paint and spray paint directly on a gallery

wall at the start of the exhibition and a

large sculpture of the character below a

floral arrangement representing the bird

he is often pictured with.

There is also a larger than life-size bird

house.
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The artist said when he started painting he painted a lot of birds, which represented

freedom and escape. In Mexican culture, he said, masks can be used to represent an alter

ego as well as a superhero.

The 36-year-old grew up in Phoenix, which he and his friends called “Bird City,” and

came to Chicago about 12 years ago to study at Columbia College.

Sentrock, who has painted many large outdoor murals around Chicago, talked recently

with Pioneer Press about his development as an artist.
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Joseph Perez, known as Sentrock, with a painting of
his Bird City Saint character. (Graydon Megan /
Pioneer Press)

“How it started, a muralist came to my

school when I was in first grade,” he said.

“I was a shy kid — I discovered art and I

loved it. When I was 14 or 15 (years old)

in high school, I decided to try it on my

own so that muralist in grade school

made a big impression.”

Sentrock is aiming to make a similar

impression on other young people with

his accessible and public art, including

the Elmhurst Art Museum exhibition.

“I feel it’s very family friendly,” he said. “I

wanted to make it easily inspiring — not

conceptual — more of a visual narrative. I

thought of a family who may shy away

from museums and galleries.”

Those visual narratives include paintings, murals, prints and commissioned work.

In the tradition of street art, he still uses house paint and spray paint and other

“materials that cover” along with paintings on canvas using mixed media of oils, pastels

and acrylics.

The richly illustrated brochure for the Elmhurst Art Museum exhibition lists a dozen

murals in Chicago for those interested in a self-guided tour of some of his work. The

brochure also includes a coloring page designed by the artist.

The artist said the Sentrock name is a combination of nicknames — the Sent from what

his friends called him in Arizona and rock, a generic nickname from break dancing.

While much of his public work has been in the Chicago area, Sentrock sees a wider

horizon. He’s convinced that his art would be welcomed in France, Spain and Japan.

“My goal is to take my story global,” he said. “I think (those places) will love me. So like

my character, I want to be flying.”
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An oversized bird house is part of the exhibit.
(Graydon Megan / Pioneer Press)

The Elmhurst Art Museum exhibition

opened on Sept. 9. Special events around

the exhibition include a family day

workshop led by Sentrock on Saturday,

Sept. 17, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.; a

conversation with Sentrock on Saturday,

Oct. 1, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.; and a

Sentrock pop-up shop on Saturday

afternoon, Dec. 3.

The museum, 150 Cottage Hill Ave., is

generally open Wednesdays and

Thursdays from noon to 5 p.m.. Fridays

through Sundays, hours are 11 a.m. to 5

p.m. The museum is closed Mondays and

Tuesdays.

More information on the exhibition and

related programs is available at: Sentrock: The Boy Who Wanted to Fly | Elmhurst Art

Museum.

Graydon Megan is a freelance reporter for Pioneer Press.
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