Electronic Discovery Reference Model

Standards, Guidelines and Practical Resources for Legal Professionals and E-Discovery/E-Disclosure Practitioners

Best practice Electronic Disclosure projects follow the Electronic Discovery Reference Model (EDRM). The EDRM was developed in 2005 with an aim
to improve eDiscovery /eDisclosure standards and create a formalised framework for conducting and managing effective eDisclosure projects,

whether that be in the context of litigation or arbitration.
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Identify
Locating
potential sources
of ESI &
determining its
scope, breadth &
depth

Preserve

Ensuring that ESI is
protected against
inappropriate alteration
or destruction

Collect

Gathering ESI for further
use in the e-discovery
process (processing,
service etc.)

Process

Reducing the volume of
ESI and converting it, if
necessary, to forms more
suitable for review &
analysis

. Produce
Review Delivering ESI to others in
Evaluating ESI for appropriate forms &
relevance & privilege using appropriate delivery
mechanisms

Analyse

Evaluating ESI for content
& context, including key
patterns, topics, people &
discussion

fieldfisher

Present

Displaying ESI before
audiences (at depositions,
hearings, trials etc.)
especially in native & near
native forms, to elicit
further information,
validate existing facts or
positions, or persuade an
audience
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Practice Direction 57AD (PD57AD), which governs Disclosure in the UK’s Business and Property Courts, sets out a series of procedural
requirements that parties must follow prior to searching for relevant documents within their control or possession.

In the chart below, we have adapted the EDRM Model to fit with the necessary required processes involved when conducting disclosure to
which PD57AD applies.
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