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FIS files appeal to CAS on Anti-Doping Norway decision in Johaug case 
 
On 13th October 2016 it was announced that Norwegian Cross Country skier Therese Johaug 
tested positive for the banned substance clostebol in an out-of-competition test. After a hearing 
and discovery process, the Adjudication Committee of the Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee and Confederation of Sports on 10th February 2017 issued a 13 month suspension for 
Therese Johaug. 

Following a full review by the FIS Doping Panel of the decision of the above mentioned 
Committee, FIS has decided to file an appeal against the decision of the Adjudication Committee 
of the Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic Committee and Confederation of Sports to the Court of 
Arbitration of Sport (CAS). 

The Committee, when issuing the 13 month suspension, found that Therese Johaug had 
committed an Anti-Doping Rule Violation and held that she acted not without no fault, but rather 
with no significant fault. The evidence before the Committee established that the use of the 
banned substance was unintentional and based upon the advice of a trusted and reputable 
doctor. 
 
However, the FIS Doping Panel has found that the sanction imposed is on the low end of the 
range of reasonable sanctions and fails to adequately reflect the fact that the athlete Therese 
Johaug failed to read the doping warning label printed in red on the package despite the fact that 
the medication was unknown to her and was purchased in a foreign country. 
 
For the above reasons, the FDP has filed an appeal on the decision of the Adjudication 
Committee to the Court of Arbitration and Sport in order to have an independent judgement of the 
sanction.  
 
FIS will not comment further about this ongoing case until CAS has made its final decision in the 
matter. 
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     About FIS 
FIS is the governing body for international skiing and snowboarding, founded in 1924 during the first 
Olympic Games in Chamonix, France. Recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC), FIS 
manages the Olympic disciplines of Alpine Skiing, Cross-Country Skiing, Ski Jumping, Nordic 
Combined, Freestyle Skiing and Snowboarding, including setting the international competition rules. 
Through its 128 member nations, more than 7’500 FIS ski and snowboard competitions are staged 
annually. Specific initiatives are undertaken by FIS to promote snow activities as a healthy leisure 
recreation, notably for the young. For more information, please visit www.fis-ski.com  
 


