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CAST

Hannah Habisreitinger
Nick James
Ava Spinelli Mastrone
Julia Ruggirello
Dellan Short

Director
Caroline Saldivar

Music Director Scenic Designer Costume Designer
Jim Prosser Casey Seiler Chelsea Allen
Lighting Designer Sound Designer  Props and Paint Designer
Andrew Gray Naomi Marin Sarah DeSmith

Stage Management Intern
Tori Martinson

“This anthology of plays takes us on a journey and gives us a glimpse into the creative minds
of our children — their heartfelt stories share themes of acceptance, bravery, resilience, love, learning, and
laughter. Young people are not afraid to write about anything;
they do not edit their imaginations. These plays reaffirm our belief in what childhood is:
aworld of purity, beauty, heart and sometimes truths we all need to hear. ”
- Caroline Saldivar, Director of Children’s Theatre

ARTIST PROFILES

Is an acting apprentice
making her FST debut
W in this wonderful show!
# She recently graduated

from (OM in Texas City,
Texas, with an associate
degree  in  theatre
performance and will be attending SHSU
in the fall to receive her BFA in theatre
education. A Texas native, she has had a
great time exploring everything Sarasota
has to offer. This show brings her so much
joy, especially for these young playwrights,
and she hopes you enjoy the show as
much as she has enjoyed bringing it to life!

NICK JAMES

A proud member of
the acting apprentice
program and a recent
graduate of Columbus
State  University's BFA
Theatre ~ Performance
program,  Nick  has
appeared in both professional and
collegiate productions. His past credits
include Holes (Mr. Sir), Rock of Ages (Jakeith/
Mayor/Ensemble), Three Little Birds (Dr.
Bird), The Color Purple (Pastor/Adam),
Deck The Halls, Junie B. Jones: The Musical
(Sheldon) and selected performances of Off
The Charts at FST. Follow him on Instagram:
@huntjamrocks.

]

AVASPINELLIMASTRONE

Originally  hails  from
Stamford,  Connecticut,
and is thrilled to join
FST's Acting Apprentice
program. She is a recent
graduate of Baldwin
Wallace University
with a degree in Acting and Directing.
Past Productions at BW include Measure
for Measure (Marianna/Justice), The

HANNAH HABISREITINGER /mportance of Being Earnest (Gwendolen

Fairfax), The Comedy of Errors (Emilia),
and Boeing Boeing (Gabriella)! Ava has
worked with the Cleveland Shakespeare
Festival, Chagrin Arts Centre, Oklahoma
Shakespearean Festival, and Great Lakes
Theatre. FST credit: Deck The Halls and
Junie B. Jones: The Musical, and select
performances of Off The Charts.

1 JULIA RUGGIRELLO is a
recent graduate of Kent
State  University’s BFA
Musical Theater Program
and is so excited to be an
Acting Apprentice with
Florida Studio Theatre!
Recent credits include
Aesop’s Fables, Junie B. Jones in Junie B.
Jones: The Musical (FST), Ensemble #3 U/S
in Waitress (FST), Maureen U/S and Alexi
Darling in Rent (Kent State University),
Featured Dancer in Kiss Me, Kate! (People’s
Bank Theater), and Soupy Sue in Urinetown
(Kent State University). Julia is thrilled to be
in Sarasota and can't wait to keep growing
and learning as a performer!

DELLAN SHORT

Is a current Acting Fellow
™ with FST who made his

FST debut in the Burdick
New Play Festival reading
of Advice by Brent Askari.
Some of his previous
credits include Junie B.
Jones: The Musical, Off The Charts! and Deck
The Halls at FST; Everybody at the Alliance
Theatre; 9 To 5, Living Out, Legally Blonde,
The Tempest, and The Secret Garden.




ARTIST PROFILES

CAROLINE SALDIVAR

(Director) has been at FST for 9 seasons as
the Director of Children’s Theatre. Prior to
that she served as the Associate Artistic
Director at TheatreWorksUSA in New York
City developing and casting over 100
productions including Off-Broadway and
National Tours. At FST, in addition to her
workin Children’s Theatre, she also manages
the Acting Apprentice company.

CASEY SEILER

(Scenic Designer) is the Assistant Technical
Director at FST. He is a Florida native and
has worked with the Patel Conservatory
at the Straz (Center as a set designer,
builder, and painter on shows such as
Advice (FST), Madagascar, Jungle Book,
James and the Giant Peach, and Singin’ in
the Rain. In addition to his work with the
Patel Conservatory, Casey has worked as
aln Edntertainment Technician at Legoland
Florida.

ANDREW GRAY

(Lighting Designer) Originally from Scotland,
Andrew graduated from the Liverpool
Institute for Performing Arts (LIPA) in 2012
and has been designing/programming
professionally for over a decade. Notable
credits include: Giant Spectacular (Liverpool
Capital of Culture), Mamma Mia! (Surflight
Theatre), Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story
(Beobe Productions), To Kill a Mockingbird
(Parker Snell Productions), and Lost & Found
(BP productions). Select FST credits include:
Bad Books, Divas, The Heart Sellers, 59th
Street Bridge, Off The Charts, The Flip Side,
Ugly Lies The Bone, Pictures Ffrom Home, Take
It To The Limit, Up On The Roof, Creedence
(learwater Remixed!, Divas Three, The Surfer
Boys, Shear Madness, Paralyzed, Reel Music,
The Last Match, and A Place In The Sun.

CHELSEA ALLEN

(Costume Designer) is a costume, wig, and
makeup designer from Nashville, Tennessee.

She recently relocated from Las Vegas to
become the Costume Shop Manager here at
FST. Her credits include shows by Cirque Du
Soleil, Spiegelworld, The Utah Shakespeare
Festival, Great River Shakespeare Festival,
andThe Food Network. Sheisalso a freelance
muralist and painter who is excited to bring
her love of costuming and art to FST. FST
Credit: Bad Books, Divas, Aesop’s Fables, Deck
The Halls, 59th Street Bridge, Waitress and
Off The Charts.

NAOMI MARIN

(Sound Designer) is an alum of Ursinus
College in (ollegeville, Pennsylvania,
where she got her B.A. in theatrical design.
Originally from Columbia, Maryland, she has
been involved in theater since her freshman
year of high school and is beyond excited
to be at FST. Her FST credits include Red
Riding Hood, Deck the Halls, We're Doomed,
Out of Bounds, Treble in Paradise, A Night in
November, The White Chip, Aesop’s Fables,
Advice, and Bad Books.

SARAH DESMITH

(Props and Paint Designer) is the Paint
and Props Supervisor at FST, hailing from
Worthington, Minnesota. She recently
graduated from Concordia College in
Moorhead with a B.A. in English Writing and
a directed studies minor in Theatre Arts. She
came down to Florida last June and interned
at FST as part of FST's Professional Training
Program. FST credits include: Junie B. Jones,
The Cancellation of Lauren Fein, Aesop’s
Fables, and Advice.

TORI MARTINSON

(Stage Management Intern) is a alumn
of Northern Arizona University, where she
received her BA in stage management. She
has been thrilled to work on FST's Off The
Charts. Othe credits include: Walking Through
Grief, and Hedda Gabler. She is excited to be
joining FST's 2024-2025 season as a stage
management intern.
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“My daughter loves coming to FST. She likes to teach
us all t eaﬂm? games she learned in class. She is
always excited 1o tell us about all the fun she had.”

-April, Summer Camp Parent
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WRITE A PLAY

“In the creative eyes of a child, a story comes to life through the WRITE A PLAY program

held by FST!”
- Jodie Austin, Toledo Blade Elementary Teacher

“What an important, exciting program. Important for young playwrights to channel their
imagination into the magic of theater. Exciting for participating theatres to remember the
first sparks that started us on fire to do what we do.”

- Mark St. Germain, Playwright

“I have been honored to participate in WRITE A PLAY for the past twelve years. There truly is
nothing like this program in our county and it’s a tradition | am proud to support. Students
lives are impacted by being motivated to think and problem solve creatively. Students
never forget working with the teaching artists and some may grow up to become teaching
artists too. THANK YOU FST!!”

- Freda Williams, Pineview School Teacher and 2016 WAP Educator of the Year

“On behalf of the City of Sarasota Commission and the citizens of the community, we
would like to congratulate Florida Studio Theatre on the WRITE A PLAY program. The City
of Sarasota celebrates and encourages a wide variety of art forms and commends the
efforts of Florida Studio Theatre to encourage the unique form of creative writing, which
is playwriting. Florida Studio Theatre has brought bright, young playwrights from around
the world to a theatre where their work can be staged and enjoyed by the community,
students, families, and actors. Congratulations!”

- Willie Charles Shaw, City of Sarasota Commissioner

“The WRITE A PLAY program is a wonderful and vital program for kids. | am amazed at
what kids write about when given the tools to express themselves. Watching plays written
by young kids that deal with issues like school bullying, family struggles, and suicide
is incredibly moving. | believe Florida Studio Theatre’s WRITE A PLAY program is an
indispensable part of a child’s education.”

- Mark Brown, Playwright

“As aparticipant for over 10years, | am happy to share my students; as well as my perspective
on the WRITE A PLAY program: It provides a chance to facilitate the students’ creativity and
imagination. It motivates the students to participate, put in the extra effort and develop a
sense of accomplishment and satisfaction. The plays allow a rare glimpse into the students’
minds & feelings. As they quite often write on major events that take place in Israel, we can
observe how they feel about them and how they are being affected by them.”

- Tami Philosoph, Shelanu Elementary Teacher in Tel Mond, Israel and 2017 WAP Educator of the Year

WRITE A PLA

The WRITE A PLAY Program would not be possible without the valuable
and generous support of the following individuals and organizations:

UNDERWRITERS CO-PRODUCERS GRAND DONORS
Cordelia Lee Beattie Carol Beeler, In Memory of Tom Beeler Frederick L. Bloom, MD
Foundation In Memory of Marilyn Berman Darlene & Richard Carroll
Cookie Boudreaux Laurance & Barbara Feen Susan Dweck &
Georgia Court Newman; Alan E. Feen Elno Family Foundation
Dr. Philip & Suzan Gaynes Charitable Fund John & Rebecca Hegner
Robert & Wendy Grady Shelley & Sy Goldblatt Jimmie & Emil Hess Fund
Dennis & Graci McGillicuddy Alan & Ellen Goldner Robert & Marian Kaiser
Patrick & Mary Mulva In memory of Betty D. Hegner & James & Kathy Moran

Dr. Robert and Linda Rosenbluth
Jeryl Schriever & Alex Huppe

Carol B. Williams Richard Hegner Family Foundation
Gene & Kathy Jongsma
Susan R. Little Charitable Foundation
Jim & Lorna Mack
Mark & Linda Nordenberg
Dick & Leslie Rivera
David & Lois Stulberg Foundation
Sally & Bob Theis

Theodore C. Wagenaar

The FST In-The-Schools Endowment of the Community Foundation of
Sarasota County, through the support of the following donors:

Anonymous, Mandell & Madeleine Berman Foundation, Abraham D. & Annette Cohen Foundation,
Georgia Court, Joel & Sandy Cuba, Tom & Celina Forrester, Shelley & Sy Goldblatt,
Jeff Hotchkiss & Betsy Winder, Harold & Valerie Joels,
Harry Leopold Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, Dennis & Graci McGillicuddy,
The Patterson Foundation, Jules & Sheila Rose, Lois Stulberg, Jill Wilson,
Tom Wilson & Patrick Crimmings, Charles O. Wood, IIT & Miriam M. Wood Foundation,
Peter & Wendy Wright, & Sally Yanowitz

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR FOUNDATIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS SPONSORS
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Sponsored in part by the Bank of America Client Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

.' Bencaaan Crpcht

Funding for this program was provided in part by The School Board of Broward County, Florida - SEAS Program

Funded in part by a grant from Suncoast Credit Union



FST COMPANY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President Dennis McGillicuddy
Vice-President Richard Hopkins
Secretary/Treasurer.............ccoc.coeevvenevunneennn.. Patricia Courtois
Trustee Gaele Barthold
Trustee Neil M. Comber
Trustee Georgia Court
Trustee Euan Fannell
Trustee Cheryl Gorelick
Trustee Doug Holder Jr.
Trustee Robert Israeloff
TIUSEEE w.oovveeeciciciies Honorable Charles Williams
EXECUTIVE STAFF
Producing Artistic Director ...........cccccoeeeee. Richard Hopkins
Managing Director..........ccccevuuenerivnnnunnnenn. Rebecca Hopkins
ARTISTIC STAFF
Associate Director At-Large ..........cccecuveeeveuunee Kate Alexander

Resident Pianist
Associate Artist/Literary Manager....
Associate Artist Ben Liebert
Associate Artist. Nancy Rominger
Casting and Hiring Coordinator... Hershey Vazquez Millner
Assistant to the Artistic Director... ....Doris Iemolo
Improv Manager & Resident Artis .Sarah Durham

Jim Prosser
.. Catherine Randazzo

PRODUCTION STAFF
Director of Production..............
Associate Production Manager
Production Stage Manager...
Stage Manager.
Stage Manager.
Costume Shop Manager...

... Ahkim Church
..Allison Hannon
....Shira Lebovich
Emilia Ciotti Hernandez
Charlotte Perez
Chelsea Allen

Costume Shop Assistant ..Rossitza Lovetcheva
Lighting Supervisor........ Andrew Gray
Technical Director. Andrew Patton
Assistant Technical Director.... .....Casey Seiler

Properties & Paint Supervisor. Sarah DeSmith
Sound Supervisor..........c...ccc..... Nicholas Christensen
Company Manager. Julie Wells
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
General Manager Jill Zakrzewski
Director of IT Clarke Weigle
Director of Finance............ Jacinta Kavanaugh
Business Office Associate.. Jacob Osborn

Management Assistant.........................Korinna Perez-Nunez
Receptionist/Volunteer Coordinator.
Director of Marketing...........cc.cccc..... .
Events Coor. & Digital Marketing Assistant....Franki Arroyo
Marketing Associate, Emiliano Mejias
Digital & Media Relations Associate........Wendy Kiesewetter
Director of Development . . Matthew Glover

.Sarah Hedges

Development Manager .. Anyssa Hining
Development Associate..... ..Kristin Hartnett
Grant Writer Abby Jimison
Development Assistant Hailey Hogan
Development Assistant. Noah Sieg
Director of Patron Services................. Kelsey Wehde Wilson
Box Office Manager, Seth Hilbert

Asst. Box Office Manager. Austin Howeth
Asst. Box Office Manager..
Box Office Supervisor.
Restaurant Manager.
Restaurant Manager...
Restaurant Manager ...
Kitchen Manager
Mailroom Technician

.Pamela Dillon
Steve Swan
Ryan Stanley

FACILITIES
Facilities Manager. James Handley
Senior Facilities Technician Seni Ok
Maintenance Technician Todd Bechtel
Cleaner. Loida Mata

EDUCATION & TOURS
Director of Children’s Theatre Caroline Saldivar

Children’s Theatre Associate ... ........Kacy Jones
Director of Education/Associate Artist........... Rachel Moulton
Education Administrator.............ceceeeeeeereeerennne Pamela Smith

Teaching Artist David Stein

COMMUNITY RESOURCE GROUP

Larry Coleman Bonny Israeloff Graci McGillicuddy

Shirley Fein Valerie Joels Jill Ross

Maddy Freshwater  Patricia Kordis Lois Schottenstein

Carol Gilbert Marie Kropp Lois Stulberg

Sy Goldblatt Susan Landau Charlie Ann Syprett

Robert Grady Frank Malickson Martin Taffel

Wendy Grady Matty Matheson

AUDIENCE ENRICHMENT GROUP

Hon. Larry L. Eger Willie Shaw

Charles Shaw

Trevor Harvey
Gilbert King

Michele D. Redwine
Dr. Eddy Regnier
Renée James Gilmore
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Howard Tevlowitz
Honorable Charles Williams
Rose Chapman

OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE

House Counsel Michael E. Siegel

Shutts & Bowen LLP

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM

Acting Apprentice, Stokeley Ellison
Acting Apprentice..........cccoveuveruneunnas Hannah Habisreitinger
Acting Apprentice Nick James
Acting Apprentice. Tilley Jane

Destinee Johnson
Ava Mastrone
Julia Ruggirello
Evan Souza
Dellan Short
Mattie E. Hinckley

Acting Apprentice
Acting Apprentice.
Acting Apprentice
Acting Apprentice
Acting Fellow.
Casting & Hiring Intern

General Management Intern <vene Krista Hagans
Lighting Intern Kate Landry
Literary Intern Nicole Crivelli
Literary Intern Tyler Lemley

Gillian Lintz
Artemis Truax
... Kara Powell
Passion Shaffer
Kirsten Pruitt
Naomi Marin
... Matthew Parvin

Literary Intern
Literary Intern

Production Management Fellow....
Production Fellow.
Props & Paint Intern
Sound Fellow.
Stage Management Fellow....

Stage Management Intern..... .... Nathaniel Avery
Stage Management Intern.... ... Colbee Dickson
Stage Management Intern. . Madison Harosky

Stage Management Intern.... ... Tori Martinson
Stage Management Intern............ccccoueeueu. Amoreena Tillman



