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Highlights of Achievements as Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
 the American University of Beirut. 

 
 
Undergraduate programs: 

• Introduced new admission criteria and measures for admission to the Faculty that 
became university wide. 

• Reviewed modernized and upgraded all undergraduate programs at the Faculty 
• Introduced over twenty five “minor programs” in all degree and non degree programs 

in the Faculty. 
• Separated the program in Computer Science into an independent department. 
• Established a new department of Fine Arts and Art History. 
• Incorporated the department of Education in the Faculty. 
• Established a Center for American Studies and Research. 
• Established BA/BS degrees in Applied Mathematics. 
• Established a new Diploma in communication. 
• Established a program of teaching of Arabic to non-native speakers at the Center for 

Arab and Middle Eastern Studies and the Department of Arabic. 
 

 
         Graduate Program (Masters level):    

• Established Masters Degrees in Computer Science. 
• Established Masters Degree in Computational Science. 
• Established Masters Degree in Financial Economics. 
• Established Masters Degree in Clinical Psychology. 
• Established Masters Degree in Environmental Sciences Policy Planning. 
• Revitalized all existing Masters Degree programs in all departments. 

           
         Graduate Program (PhD level): 

• Established PhD Degree program in Physics 
• Established PhD Degree program in Biology 
• Established PhD Degree program in Arab and Middle Eastern History 
• Established PhD Degree program in Arabic Languages and Literature. 
• Set the stage for further PhD Degree programs in Chemistry, Mathematics, Computer 

Science, Economics and other areas. 
 
          
 
           Faculty Recruitment, Retention and Promotion: 
 

• Establishment of new criteria and procedures at the university, of faculty recruitment, 
retention, and promotion based on transparent international peer review processes. 



• Recruited several hundred faculty member sin all areas to revitalize all seventeen 
departments and seven Centers at the Faculty. 

• Established and recruited for new Chair professorships in History (Howell), 
American Studies (Edward Said), Mathematics (Sir Michael Atiyah), and recruited 
for existing Chair professor ships (Wittlesey, Jewett, Sheikh Zayid).   

            
          Facilities and Research Centers: 
 

• Built a first class research facility as the Central Research Science Laboratory (Now 
Kamal Shair Central Research Laboratory). 

• Established the Center for Advanced Mathematical Sciences (CAMS) 
• Upgraded all departmental Laboratories and renovated several new spaces for 

research use. 
• Made access to the internet a standard for all faculty and students and to classrooms. 
• Established several new computer laboratories. 
• Established an electronic examination / lecture hall. 
• Modernized a large number of classrooms all equipped with electronic media for 

course delivery. 
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