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Tackling violence against 
women and girls is ‘top 

priority’ for council leader
aringey Council leader 
Peray Ahmet says tack-
ling violence against 
wo m e n  a n d  g i r l s 

(VAWG) in the borough is top of 
her agenda.

Speaking to Haringey Commu-
nity Press, Cllr Ahmet said she is 
identifying the preventative work 
currently happening in the bor-
ough, and is working alongside 
external partners, including the 
police, to fill any potential gaps. 

Pivotal to ensuring a solid plan of 
outcomes and actions, she said, was 

“making sure that women and girls 
feel comfortable to approach the 
police” to report issues of violence, 
particularly, as the case of murdered 
33-year-old, Sarah Everard (killed by 
Metropolitan Police officer, Wayne 
Couzens, in Clapham, in March) has 
most recently highlighted a culture 
of institutional misogyny within 
the police force. 

Cllr Ahmet said: “This is abso-
lutely top on my list of priorities, 
[because] I am a woman, and I’m 
a woman of colour, so for me, it’s 
absolutely top of my agenda.

“It’s very important we have a 
close relationship [with our police col-

BY LUCHIA ROBINSON leagues], but never losing that ability 
to be critical, and vice versa as well.”

Last month, Cllr Ahmet and the 
women from Haringey Council 
joined more than 250 women 
leaders, councillors and assembly 
members across London, calling on 
Met Police Commissioner, Cressida 
Dick to make VAWG a priority for 
policing in every London borough.

A letter sent to the commis-
sioner called for urgent reforms 
to be introduced to policing, in 
order to ensure the protection 
of women and girls from male  
violence and “restore women’s 
faith in the police.”

The leaders are calling for ten 
actions, which include the police 
committing to investigating and 
progressing all cases including 
sex or gender-based violence, and 
domestic abuse.

Referencing the deaths of Sarah 
Everard, Sabina Nessa, Nicole 
Smallman, and Bibaa Henry, who 
all died at the hands of violent 
men, the letter stated: “Violence 
against women and girls is not new 
– it is an ongoing and long-lasting 
scourge in our society and for far 
too long it has not received the 
priority it needs.”

Continued on Page-3
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Vigil held outside Wood Green Library in tribute to Sabina Nessa who was violently killed in September Credit Stephen Furner 
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AN INTRODUCTION FROM THE EDITOR
ello, welcome to issue 1 
of Haringey Community 
Press (HCP).

We, at Social Spider, are glad to 
bring you this first edition. 

Building upon the groundwork 
laid by Tottenham Community Press 
(TCP), we aim to provide a range 
of diverse stories via our coverage 
of news from across the borough.

Last month we held an in-person 
celebration to mark the five-year 
journey of TCP and the launch of 
HCP. We want to thank everyone 
who supported us, both in the 
run-up to the event, and on the 
night. A special thank you goes to 
Graziano Parletta at San Marco in 

Bruce Grove for supplying the pizza! 
You can find out more about 

the celebrations on our website, 
where you can watch a 
short-film commis-
sioned especially for 
the night. Head to: 
haringeycommunity 
press.co.uk/about/
our-community

For this debut 
issue, HCP spoke 
to Haringey Council 
leader, Peray Ahmet 
about tackling violence 
against women and girls in the 
borough (front page). Safety for 
women is a matter that members 

of the community highlighted 
last month at a torch-lit walk held 
at Tottenham Marshes Bridge, 

following reports of pred-
atory behaviour in the 

area (p.8).
Artist Ben Wil-

s o n  h a s  b e e n 
bringing colour 
to the Parkland 
Wa l k  w i t h  h i s 

vibrant chewing 
gum art which is 

d o t t e d  a l o n g  t h e 
length of the trail (p.10 –

11). Meanwhile, Haringey’s young 
athletes have been demonstrat-
ing their sporting abilities on the 

track at the 2021 Mini London 
Marathon (p.13).

Local organisations Gospel Tem-
ple and the Turkish Cypriot Com-
munity Association have received 
national recognition for the work 
they are doing serving the commu-
nity (p.14 and 15). On page 9, local 
environment campaigners share 
measures to be taken in order to 
address the climate emergency.

Do you have a local project, 
campaign or initiative to share? 
We want to hear about it, if you do. 
Get in touch with your story idea. 
Email: hcp@socialspider.com

H
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“Ultimately, we want 
Haringey to be a place where 

women and girls feel safe”
In the year ending March 2020, 

an estimated 1.6 million women 
in England and Wales experienced 
domestic violence. One-in-five 
women has experienced some form 
of sexual violence since the age of 16.

Preventative measures in Har-
ingey include the schools pro-
gramme ‘Protect our Women’, 
a project delivered to girls and 
young women aged 13–21, which 
focuses on ending VAWG by 
encouraging voices to speak out 
against violence by developing 
campaigning and leadership skills.

Cllr Ahmet says there also has 
to be campaigning that puts the 
focus on the perpetrator.

She said: “One thing we abso-
lutely do not want to do is make 
it only a women’s issue – it’s not a 
women’s issue, it’s an issue for per-
petrators as well, and we have to 
make that absolutely clear, so that 
we don’t get into victim blaming. 

“It is about us keeping safe but 
more than that, it’s making sure 
that these perpetrators are not com-
mitting these crimes, and if they 
are, that there are serious repercus-
sions for them; and that there is a 
zero-tolerance approach to it, and 
it’s not just dismissed as nothing.

“Ultimately, we want [Haringey] 
to be a place where women and 
girls feel safe, where the police will 
address any concerns that women 
have about safety, and will do so 
in a robust manner.”

Cllr Ahmet says that the Met 
Police needs to address its attitude 
towards tackling institutional 
misogyny within its ranks by tak-
ing an intersectional approach that 
considers factors such as culture and 
ethnicity, because “different women 
and girls will have different experi-
ences of the police and of authority.” 

This sentiment of a culture 
change within the police was 

echoed by Dame Vera Baird, 
the Victims’ Commissioner for 
England and Wales, who attended 
the Haringey vigil for Sabina 
Nessa, a 28-year-old teacher who 
was killed in South-East London 
in September.

Speaking to the BBC at the time, 
Dame Vera said the police need to 
do more to make the streets safe 
for women and girls.

She told BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme: “Apparently the police 
have been giving out rape alarms 
to women and giving leaflets out 
saying how to stay safe in a public 
place. It is less, isn’t it, about giving 
women leaflets on keeping them-

selves safe in dangerous places, and 
more about the police making the 
streets safe for women?”

Some of the short-term plans to 
keep Haringey’s streets safe include 
potential plans for more lighting in 
parks, joint campaigning to spread 
awareness, holding more VAWG 
public forums, reviewing recent sur-
vey responses from local women, 
and taking informed strategic 
action via a multi-agency approach, 
which includes the community, 
statutory partners and agencies, 
as well as various external groups. 

Cllr Ahmet said: “As a council 
we’ve got to accept that we can’t do 
things on our own, it is about work-
ing with partners which include the 
police but also includes women’s 
organisations and women them-
selves out there in the community.

“To be clear, there is a big onus 
on the police, in terms of what they 
do regarding these issues, but it’s not 
just about the police, and I think it’s 
always worth bearing that in mind. 

“There is a big onus on all 
agencies including ourselves as a 
local authority. It is a multi-agency 
issue, [where we must look at] 
what more we can do.”

Credit 
Stephen 

Furner 

Planning row 
over proposed 

Wood Green flats
Council denies any breach of planning 

regulations in flats approval

aringey Council 
has denied accu-
sations that it 
breached plan-

ning regulations when a 
development was approved 
while a consultation was still 
taking place.

A civic centre spokesperson 
said there was “no question 
of a procedural breach” 
after a planning sub-
committee approved the 
council’s plan to knock 
down garages and build a 
nine-storey block of flats 
on land at the junction of 
Partridge Way and Trinity 
Road in Wood Green.

The application was 
a p p r o ve d  d u r i n g  a 
meeting on Tuesday, 14th 
September. But the public 
consultation on the plans 
had been extended until 23rd 
September, meaning resi-
dents could have submitted 
comments that the commit-
tee was unable to consider.

Housing campaigner Paul 
Burnham, from Haringey 
Defend Council Housing, 
accused the council of breach-
ing part of the Town and 
Country Planning (Develop-
ment Management Procedure) 
Order 2015, which states that 
“the local planning author-
ity must, in determining 
the application, take into 

H
BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

account any representations 
received from any consultee”.

Paul said: “This sets an unac-
ceptable precedent for any 
future decision to be made 
before consultation has been 
concluded – not just in plan-
ning but any consultation.”

The council has set a tar-
get to start building 1,000 
council homes by March 
2022. The new block of flats, 
which will provide 23 council- 

rent homes, will be 15 metres 
away from an existing 15-sto-
rey tower block, Finsbury 
House, and 25m from New-
bury House, which is also 15 
storeys high. 

According to the planning 
committee report, the coun-
cil received 23 objections to 
the development and no 
letters in support. Concerns 
raised by opponents included 
claims that the scheme would 
be too high and lead to a loss 
of privacy and daylight.

Paul said: “The proposed 
block would cause overshadow-
ing of existing homes and of the 
play cabin, cause overlooking,  

and create a forbidding entry to 
the estate. The council should 
reconsider these plans.”

In their report to the plan-
ning subcommittee, council 
officers said the development 
“would not result in detri-
mental harm to neighbouring 
living conditions/accommo-
dation”, adding “the proposal 
satisf ies relevant planning 
policy in this regard”.

Paul said a group of res-
idents had written to 
Michael Gove, secretary 
of state for levelling up, 
housing and commu-
nities, asking him to 
intervene to quash the 
planning decision. They 
have also asked Cather-
ine West, MP for Horn-
sey and Wood Green, to 
intervene. The residents 

want the application to be 
referred back to the commit-
tee so that all objections can 
be properly heard.

A council spokesperson 
said: “There is no question 
of a procedural breach. Rep-
resentations made after the 
meeting and before the end 
of the consultation period 
will be considered, and the 
application will come back 
to the planning committee 
if they raise material issues 
that weren’t already taken 
into account by members. 
Issues of daylight and sunlight 
were considered in detail by 
the committee.” 

This sets an unacceptable 
precedent for any future 

decision to be made 
before consultation has 

been concluded

Residents protest against the new block  
of flats in Partridge Way
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‘Concerning’ report on special  
needs services in Haringey

Council vows to improve Send provision in wake of Ofsted inspection

n Ofsted report has high-
lighted “signif icant areas 
of weakness” in Haringey’s 
special educational needs 

and disabilities (Send) services.
Inspectors from the education watch-

dog highlighted several failings including 
“poor communication” with parents and 
children and “unacceptable” waiting times 
for autistic spectrum disorder assessments.

Haringey Council, which has welcomed 
the report’s findings and pledged to make 
improvements, has been told to produce 
a written statement of action setting out 
how it will address the weaknesses.

Inspectors from Ofsted and the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC) visited the 
borough in July to check on its progress 
in implementing reforms to Send, set out 
in the Children and Families Act 2014.

In a report published on 1st October, 
they found leaders had made “insuffi-
cient progress” in implementing the 
reforms.  They raised concerns over the 
“poor” quality of education, health, and 
care plans, warning that “too often, 

A

health and care outcomes are missing”.
Inspectors also warned that waiting 

times for assessment of autistic spectrum 
disorder among five to twelve-year-olds 
can be “up to, and in some circumstances 
more than, two years”, having been exac-
erbated by the coronavirus pandemic.

The report details some positive find-
ings, including “a developing culture of 
listening and learning” and “strong col-
laboration between partners”, acknowl-
edging that there is an “increased sense 

of urgency in completing much-needed 
improvements”.

Sharon Grant OBE, who chairs the 
Haringey branch of Healthwatch, the 
independent consumer champion for 
health and social care, said her organi-
sation was “unsurprised” by the findings.

She said: “Healthwatch has worked 
closely with Haringey patients and ser-
vice users for some years, and this report 
reflects what so many young people, 
parents and carers have told us. 

“We note especially the lack of a 
formal route to facilitate parent par-
ticipation and co-production, and will 
discuss with the parents, service users, 
the NHS and the council ways in which 
we may be able to provide support for 
a new channel to fill this gap.” 

Zena Brabazon, the council’s cabinet 
member for early years, children and 
families, said: “We welcome – and accept 
in full – the findings in this report by 
Ofsted and the CQC, which outline the 
strengths within our Send services and 
the encouraging progress currently being 
made here in the borough, along with the 
inspectors’ recommendations for further 
improvements in certain, specific areas.

“As the report states, our leadership 
team are already well aware of the 
deficiencies within the service and are 
working hard in tandem with our NHS 
colleagues to bring about the desired 
changes we all want to see.

“We are working closely with our part-
ners and are already developing a brand 
new partnership action plan, which will 
greatly improve the way we co-design/co- 
produce, communicate, engage and inter-
act with carers and parents going forward.”
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BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

Credit Lareised Leneseur/Unsplash



5
Advertisement

- The first Help to Buy homes available at Heart of Hale, a selection  
of brand new contemporary 1 and 2 bedroom apartments   

- High-quality interior specification and finish
- Every apartment features a private balcony
- Access to 5th floor rooftop garden and estate concierge service
- Adjacent to Tottenham Hale station in Zone 3, within 16 minutes  

of the City and West End
- Moments from the vibrant new centre of Tottenham Hale with  

central square alive with bars, restaurants, shops and a cinema
- Stunning views across London and nature on the doorstep

2 ASHLEY ROAD 
LONDON N17.

Prices from £442,000
Register now
heartofhale.co.uk 
020 7205 4047

Live in Heart of Hale by Spring 2022 
London’s most exciting new district! 
Register early for Help To Buy.

Computer generated images are indicative only and subject to change. Travel time from Tottenham Hale Station. tfl.gov.uk. Price correct at time of pubication.

With a government Help to Buy: Equity Loan you can buy this 
property with just at 5% cash deposit. Subject to eligibility.
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HARINGEY HAS BECOME THE  
f irst London council to provide  
specially designed modular homes to 
tackle homelessness.

The housing scheme in Ermine Road, 
Tottenham, was opened last month.

Situated on a former storage yard, 
the development known as SoloHaus, 
consists of 32 modular homes, accom-
modating 33 people with experience 
of rough sleeping. 

The housing scheme is a partner-
ship between Haringey Council and 
Hill Group, with half of the homes at 

TRANSPORT FOR LONDON (TFL) 
has announced that the Night Tube 
will be returning on Saturday,  
27th November.

The night service has been sus-
pended since March 
2020 because the corona-
virus pandemic required 
drivers for daytime ser-
vices. However, the Night 
Tube will now return 
on the busiest Victoria  
and Central lines.

T h e  r e m a i n i n g 
Night Tube lines will 
resume after a period 
of planned training.

The Mayor of Lon-
d o n ,  S a d i q  K h a n , 

THE NEWLY-APPOINTED CHIEF  
executive of North Middlesex University 
Hospital NHS Trust, has said the organ-
isation had “work to do” to reverse a 
slowdown in non-Covid care but, with a 
recovery plan in place, was making efforts 
to return to its 2019/20 “baseline”.

A report published by the trust in 
August revealed that the proportion of 
patients waiting under 18 weeks to be treated, 
receiving a diagnostic test within six weeks, 
or starting their first treatment for cancer 
within 62 days of an urgent GP referral, had 
all dropped below national NHS targets.

This slowdown in care had come as staff 
were focused on treating Covid-19 patients 
during the first and second waves of the pan-
demic, creating a backlog for other treatments.

CEO of North Middlesex University 
Hospital NHS Trust, Dr Nnenna Osuji 
said: “We have work to do – I don’t deny 
that. But we know where we have to 
focus, down to the level of the special-
ity. We have recovery plans in place.

“That is to do with the systems, the staff-
ing, and our work with the community and 
primary care, to make sure we use the right 
assets, at the right place, at the right time.”

As winter approaches, coronavirus vac-
cination rates in Haringey are below the 
England average, amid a slowdown in 
uptake across London. Figures published 
by the Local Government Association 
show that at the end of September, 55.7% 
of Haringey residents had received two 
doses of the vaccine, compared to nearly 
80% of the English population.

Dr Osuji stressed the importance of 
having conversations with local people, 
which allows the trust to identify where 
people still have questions, “myths that 
need to be busted” and “misconceptions.”

Haringey is first in London 
to provide modular homes to 

tackle homelessness

Night Tube resumes

‘Work to do’ in 
tackling North 

Mid backlog

Olive Morris Court donated by Hill 
and significant further funding pro-
vided by the Greater London Author-
ity and central government.  

It is the first project in London 
to benefit from Foundation 200, a 
£15million initiative by Hill to donate 
200 modular homes on small plots of 
unused land within the next five years, 
to organisations supporting people 
experiencing homelessness.

Leader of Haringey Council, Peray 
Ahmet, said: “I’m proud to be part 
of this joint initiative to help people 

said: “The reason why I was so keen 
to be the first Mayor in London’s 
history to start the Night Tube in 
2016 and to restart it now, after the 
Covid pause, is because I know how 

move on securely from a life of sleep-
ing rough.

“We know we can’t tackle this 
problem alone, which is why I’m so 
delighted our collaboration with Hill 
is helping us deliver good quality, tran-
sitional housing that ensures people in 
need can get their lives back on track.”

A team of Haringey Council staff 
will provide specialist onsite support 
for the residents, 24/7. The council will 
also be working across the public and 
community sector to deliver wider 
improvements to the local area.

important this is to London’s thriv-
ing night-time economy, to London’s 
recovery and to the confidence and 
safety of everyone travelling home at 
night, particularly women and girls. 

I am determined to make 
our city as safe as possible 
for all Londoners.

“That’s why I’m de- 
lighted to see the return 
of the Victoria and Central 
Night Tube […], which 
will make a huge differ-
ence to people travelling 
around our city at night 
and making their way 
home, offering them an 
additional safe, reliable 
transport option.”

Deputy Mayor of London, Tom Copley (left), Haringey Council leader, Peray Ahmet (centre) and  
Greg Hill, Deputy Chief Executive from Hill Group (right) at the SoloHaus launch

HOUSING

TRAVEL

HEALTH

We know where we have to 
focus, down to the level of 

the speciality

Dr Nnenna Osuji Credit North
 M

id

BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

Credit TfL
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Family seeks the truth
Final hearing of inquest into River Lea death to take place

he final hearing into the death of 
a man who died in Tottenham 
during a pursuit with the police, 
will take place this month.

Lamont Roper, a 23-year-old Black man, 
died in the River Lea following contact 
with the Metropolitan Police, last October. 

The inquest into Lamont’s death was 
opened by HM Senior Coroner for North 
London last year, and the final hearing is 
scheduled for 22nd November. 

On 7th October 2020, at approximately 
9.00pm, Lamont and a group of male 
friends were approached by three plain 

T
clothed officers on bikes patrolling the 
River Lea towpath, near Markfield Park.

The officers approached the group − 
who were all on bikes and electric scoot-
ers − to carry out a stop and search.

The group of men were then pursued 
up the towpath by a PC Collins; Lamont 
came off his bike by Lock 17, at Ferry 
Lane, following use of force by the officer.

The case was referred to the IOPC, and 
an investigation established that one of 
the males was detained by police, and two 
others (Lamont and one other) came to 
be in the water at different points along 
the towpath after they were pursued. 
One of them was pulled from the water 

and detained but the other, Lamont, 
could not be found.

The MPS Marine Unit and London 
Fire Brigade were involved with search-
ing the lock and surrounding areas soon 
after Lamont entered the water, but the 
search was called off at about midnight.

An MPS diver recovered Lamont’s 
body from the water the next morn-
ing when the search resumed. He was 
declared dead at the scene.

Lamont’s family is seeking answers to 
how he was found in the river when he 
was “terrified of water”, and did not know 
how to swim.

Speaking, last month, on what was the 
first anniversary of Lamont’s death, the 
family said: “We still have so many unan-
swered questions about how Lamont lost 
his life. We do not believe that he would 
have entered the water voluntarily as he 
could not swim and was terrified of water. 

“We hope that the inquest into his death 
will robustly explore the circumstances of 
his death and in particular how he came 
to be in the water. We miss him every day 
and will not give up the fight for the truth.” 

The family’s representatives at INQUEST 
 say that some of the officers involved 
in the pursuit had activated their body 

Credit 
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London’s 
First FREE 

College

YOU
HAVE
IT IN 
YOU

OPEN DAY 
Saturday 6 November 
10am-1pm

A Levels | Apprenticeships | Higher Education 
Foundation and Supported Learning | Short Courses
• Accounting and Bookkeeping 
• Business and Professional 

Services
• Childcare
• Computing and IT
• Contruction and Plumbing
• Digital Media and Creative 

Computing
• Engineering
• English and Maths
• ESOL, English, Maths and 

Languages

• Hairdressing and Beauty 
Therapy

• Health and Social Care
• Music and Music Production
• Public Services
• Railway Engineering
• Science
• Sport and Fitness
• Teaching and Education
• Travel and Tourism

Tottenham Centre, High Rd, N15 4RU

Enfield Centre, 73 Hertford Rd, Enfield EN3 5HA

BOOK NOW
conel.ac.uk/opendays
020 8442 3055

7247_CONEL-Tottenham-Community-Press-Halfpage-OPEN-DAY-265x152mm-NOV.indd   17247_CONEL-Tottenham-Community-Press-Halfpage-OPEN-DAY-265x152mm-NOV.indd   1 20/10/2021   14:5920/10/2021   14:59

worn video cameras but PC Collins did 
not. “This is of particular concern to 
the family, who, one year later, 
have still not been provided 
with access to the footage 
by the police.”

A statement from the 
IOPC said: “During our 
inquiries, one off icer 
was served with a mis-
conduct notice advising 
them that they were under 
investigation for potential 
breaches of professional standards for 
duties and responsibilities over their use 
of body worn video, and whether that 
was activated in accordance with policy.”

The IOPC concluded its investigation 
into Lamont’s death in April. 

The investigation focused on the police 
contact with Lamont before his death, 
including the pursuit, “a struggle that 
took place between him and an officer”, 
how he came to be in the water, and 
the following efforts to find him. It also 
looked at the decision by the police to 
approach the group on the towpath.

The IOPC will publish the investiga-
tion findings once the inquest proceed-
ings have concluded.

River Lea

Advertisement

BY LUCHIA ROBINSON
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25 November 2021
Online event
Get your free ticket at 
bridgerenewaltrust.org.uk

Let’s celebrate together the achievements from our community

2pm - Community Workshop Discussion
Engage with important discussions at our community workshop 
on Violence Against Woman and Girls.

onlin

Free online event open to anyone 
living or working in Haringey! 

3pm - Community Impact Awards Ceremony
Join us online to celebrate the outstanding work that Haringey’s 
volunteers, schools, local charities and community groups offer 
our community.

You can also help us choose the winner of Outstanding 
Community Organisation of the Year at our live awards ceremony. 

Advertisement

We want a safe walk home, say locals
Residents take part in Tottenham Marshes Bridge walk for women’s safety

ore than 100 residents took part 
in a walk for women’s safety, last 
month, calling for immediate 
safety measures to be imple-

mented at Tottenham Marshes Bridge.
The torch-lit walk was organised by the 

Friends of Tottenham Marshes Bridge, following 
reports in the community of a man indecently 
exposing himself to women around the bridge. 

Other key concerns include the lack of 
lighting on the bridge, overgrown foliage 
and several blind spots.

M
BY LUCHIA ROBINSON

NEWS

The friends’ group is urging Haringey 
Council, Network Rail, and the Metropol-
itan Police to address these concerns, and 
is calling for lights and mirrors to be added 
to the bridge, and for the fence at the Car-
buncle passage approach to be moved back. 
This, they say, will open up the approach 
so that there are clear sight lines and no 
hiding spaces, making the bridge feel invit-
ing, safe and more accessible.

The group also want general maintenance 
and upkeep of the area, requesting for tarmac on 
the approach to be fixed, signage to be installed, 
and for overgrown foliage to be cut back.

Cherry Fitzsimmons, co-chair of the Friends 
of Tottenham Marshes Bridge, said: “We have 
been asking Network Rail and Haringey Coun-
cil to address these issues for two years now, 
worried that it is so unsafe. We were devastated 
to hear reports that women had been sub-
jected to these crimes of indecent exposures, 
and it has highlighted how essential it is that 
improvements are made now. 

“So many people feel too afraid to cross the 
bridge; during the walk we spoke to someone 
who has lived in the area for 40 years and has 
been too nervous to ever cross the bridge.

“Tottenham Marshes has been a lifeline to 
many, especially during the pandemic, it’s an 
essential green space which is currently under-
used because of the poor access. It is also an 
important link to the bus stop on Watermead 
Way, with people crossing the bridge to get to 
and from work. We have an amazing natural 
resource on our doorstep, it should be well 
used by the community. Instead, people are 
too scared to get there.” 

A spokesperson for Network Rail said: “These 
bridges form part of the highway network, 
which is managed by the local highway and 
lighting authority [Haringey Council]. 

“We are happy to work with the [council] to 
facilitate any works it would like to undertake 
to improve lighting and public safety.”

Haringey Council stated it is working with 

the police and Network Rail to establish own-
ership for carrying out the necessary works. 
This would include looking at measures 
including cutting back hedges, removal of 
graffiti, improving lighting and installation of 
CCTV. An environmental visual audit will also 
be undertaken to determine what measures 
will be required to enhance safety.

The Met Police is in the process of con-
f irming any reports they have received 
concerning sexual predatory incidents, and 
will be providing updates on any ongoing 
investigations linked to sexual offending 
around the bridge. 

The local safer neighbourhoods team is said 
to be conducting regular patrols of the area.

Locals circle the bridge demanding their safety concerns be taken seriously Credit Stephen Furner

Credit Stephen Furner
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Action for climate justice in Haringey

Let’s go 
green

s  world leaders  meet  in 
G la sg ow th i s  mo nt h  at 
COP26 to negotiate climate 
pledges, people around the 

world are saying governments aren’t 
doing enough, and richer countries that 
have done more to cause the climate 
emergency aren’t paying their fair share. 

The climate emergency is closer than 
ever, with wildf ires across Europe, and 
flooding in Germany and even Haringey. 

In Haringey organisations are com-
ing together to demand stronger 
action at every level. In September, 150 
people joined a mass walk and cycle 
supported by Haringey Cyclists, Liv-
ing Streets, Friends of the Earth, and 
others demanding more action to cut 
motor traff ic and encourage walking 
and cycling. 

We followed this up with a deputation 
to Haringey Council’s cabinet meeting 
last month to support measures includ-
ing low traffic neighbourhoods and cycle 
lanes. Mike Hakata, cabinet member for 
environment, transport and the climate 

aringey residents recycle only 30% of their 
waste, which puts us twentieth in the list 
of the 33 London boroughs.

This was one of the reasons why the Go 
Green team of 4U2 Magazine, Growing in Haringey, 
and Elite Estates Recycling hosted a series of events 
about the environment at Chestnuts Community 
Centre, in September.

Haringey residents had the chance to think about how 
to make their lives a bit more eco-friendly, participating 
in a week of activities. This included a discussion about 
jobs in green industries which emphasised the possibili-
ties that are opening up in clean energy, home insulation 
and recycling. Local young entrepreneurs are looking 
for ways to run their businesses using locally sourced 
materials, as well as producing as little waste as possible, 
or ways to recycle surplus in the circular economy.

Advisers from Public Voice and SHINE talked about 
how to reduce heat loss in the home, and there was a 
pop-up exhibition house showing how simple measures 
can reduce gas and electricity bills, and save water use.

One day was devoted to looking at how waste can 
be recycled to make musical instruments, artistic 
sculptures (led by North London Waste Authority) 
and fashion; we can all find ways to upcycle our old 
clothes to make a fashion statement. 

For food growing and green spaces there was a seed share 

A

H

To join the Haringey action for climate 
justice rally: Meet on Saturday, 6th 
November at 11.00am in Crescent Gardens, 
opposite the Civic Centre in Wood Green

You can join the Go Green team at Chestnuts 
Community Centre for a festive green fair on 
Saturday 11th December

BY QUENTIN GIVEN, COORDINATOR, 
TOTTENHAM & WOOD GREEN FRIENDS 

OF THE EARTH, AND CATHERINE 
KENYON, HEALTHY STREETS 

BY PAMELA HARLING,  
GROWING IN HARINGEY
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We need  
to do more  

to stay  
within a 
liveable 

temperature 
rise

stall and mapping of community green space. 
On the last day people had the chance 

to buy second hand bikes from Peddle 
My Wheels and the the council’s active 
travel team gave advice to people about 
planning journeys by bus and train, and 
demonstrated e-cargo bikes.

Now we are looking to our leaders and 
governments of the countries that have 
signed up to the convention on climate 
change, to come together at the United 
Nations conference in Glasgow at the 
start of this month (UN Climate Change  

Conference of the Parties, COP26). 
Each participating country has pledged 

to reduce its carbon emissions by a certain 
amount, but we need to do more to stay 
within a liveable temperature rise. We have 
to push our politicians to achieve this. 

Here in Haringey, we can play our own 
part by buying more local food (or growing 
our own), recycling more, insulating our 
homes, and walking and recycling more.

Drum making 
workshop

Credit Kaja 
Konarska

Mass walk and cycle action in Haringey
Credit Asimina Giagoudaki

emergency, promised that we would see 
a new grid of protected cycle lanes and 
that low traff ic neighbourhoods would 
continue to be rolled out.

Catherine Kenyon of Living Streets 
said: “Haringey has been a leader on 
some climate issues like disinvesting 
its pension funds, but on walking and 
cycling it’s falling behind its neighbours 
like Hackney, Waltham Forest and 
Enf ield. People tell us they’re happy to 
cycle in other boroughs but are nervous 
of coming through Haringey.” 

London, like cities and towns around 
the world, will see a major demonstra-
tion on the afternoon of Saturday 6th 
November, with climate justice cam-
paigners marching from the Bank of 
England to Trafalgar Square.

In the morning, we will be holding a rally 
in Haringey to support stronger action by 
the council. Councillor Mike Hakata, David 
Lammy MP, and a young climate activist 
will talk on climate and racial justice issues, 
as well as council action.

The more of us, the stronger our voice 
will be. 

Deputy leader of Haringey Council, Mike 
Hakata addresses the resident campaigners
Credit Asimina Giagoudaki



Parkland Walk Chewing Gum Art Trail

n a sunny Saturday morning 
last month, I went along to 
the launch of the Parkland 
Walk Chewing Gum Art Trail 
created by Ben Wilson.

Ben is a local Muswell Hill artist, 
known as the ‘Chewing Gum Man’, 
who spends a lot of his artistic life 
transforming discarded chewing gum into 
brightly coloured, mini works of art.

Human creativity is vital for Ben. His 
chewing gum images are inspired by 
people he meets; they evolve out of the 
environment they inhabit, giving them 
a social context. His art is a process of 
observation, exploration and imagination.

The Friends of Parkland Walk care for 
and protect the nature reserve that runs 

from Finsbury Park to Muswell Hill along 
the route of a disused railway line. They 
knew of Ben’s work and, with money 
provided from their own funds, along 
with crowdfunding from more than 100 
donors, they engaged him to develop a trail 
of his art along the length of the walk. 

17 commissioned pieces, roughly marked 
by wooden posts, are dotted along the 
path. You have to have a good eye to 
spot them as they are only around 5cm 
in diameter and some are surrounded by 
vegetation. You may also spot more than 
the commissioned 17 that are there.

Ben was very generous and expressive in 
sharing his thoughts and descriptions of each 
work with the 70+ people who turned up for 
the entertaining and informative launch. 

O
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“Human 
creativity is 

vital for Ben. 
His chewing 
gum images  
are inspired  

by people  
he meets”

Words and photos by Joan Curtis
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MADE BY TOTTENHAM
Tottenham is fast becoming known for its street art and is home to a plethora of  
visual artists specialising in many disciplines − from portraits to abstract work and 
large murals, through to small pieces to put on your wall. This month we speak to  
five creatives from the Made By Tottenham directory who focus on the visual arts 

Elise Mendelle, Impressions By Elise, is 
an expressive artist producing affordable 
art ranging from contemporary portraits 
to landscapes and graphic prints. 

“I changed careers later in life and 
moved into a creative industry. I felt 
motivated to pursue my artistic side as 
my appetite for creativity and my desire 
to be an artist grew. I found painting to be 
meditative in nature, which really pushed 
me to focus on myself and develop my own, 
unique style. I am so lucky to have buyers 
all over the world with pieces of my art!” 

Elise is taking part in Roy’s Art Fair in 
London this month, and has upcoming 
exhibitions online and in Portugal; she 
will also be exhibiting for 2 weeks at Ora 
Brewing from Sunday 5 December.

Snooze Fabric  is a creative practice 
combining art, fashion, classes and 
events. Romany and Wayne started 
Snooze Fabric with the aim of having a 
positive impact on the local community 
in their own unique way. 

They told us: “At the risk of sounding 
cheesy, every day is a highlight as we get 
the opportunity to work on projects that 
we are passionate about, achieving things 
we never thought possible.”

Soon to launch their latest clothing 
collection, Snooze Fabric will be selling 
prints and other works at the Gaunson 
Creative Christmas Market at The Cove 
in early December.

Naomi Arburton is a visual artist, spe-
cialising in creating abstract pieces in 
acrylic, oil and gouache paint on canvas, 
and also producing digital works. “I’ve 
always drawn and painted and it felt like 
a natural progression when I was offered 
my first exhibition in 2016.” 

A highlight of Naomi’s year was being 
part of the Shutter Gallery project, a 
collaboration between Bud Studio and 
Haringey Council,  which saw local  
artists create eye-catching murals on the 
shutters of local businesses; enabling 
Naomi to share her work locally. “I love 
the vibrancy and diversity that Totten-
ham has to offer.” 

Naomi is currently working with an 

Made by Tottenham aims to support the local creative economy, freelancers and businesses 
by offering business advice and guidance, skills and training, and is a platform for news, 
events and opportunities. At its heart is a directory of creative people and businesses.

The platform is part of the Mayor of London’s Creative Enterprise Zone programme 
and is funded by the GLA and Haringey Council. 

Visit madebytottenham.com  
Instagram @madebytottenham

interior designer on a piece for the show 
home at one of the new developments in 
Ashley Road. 

Matt Dosa is an abstract artist and 
muralist. “Obsessive doodling as a kid, 
led me to graffiti art, which got me into 
drawing and then painting. I’ve never 
studied it at all, and never really planned 
to become a full-time artist.”

“About five years ago, I spent a year 
in a wheelchair after breaking both my 
legs in a car accident in India. My entire 
recovery was spent painting canvases, 
of which I slowly began to sell more and 
more. It was during this period that I built 
up a portfolio, which has allowed me to 
make it a full-time job.” 

Matt  is most proud of the weekly 
painting workshops he runs for a num-
ber of charities, for vulnerable adults 

Impressions 
By Elise

Snooze Fabric

Naomi Arburton

and young people. He was also recently 
commissioned to paint a mural in St 
Ann’s Hospital. 

Advertisement

Zabou is a street artist and mural painter, 
focusing on realistic portraits. She said: 
“Since I was little, I’ve always drawn and 
painted, constantly creating something 
new and getting lost in my artworks. When 
I moved to London, I was really impressed 
by the street art and graffiti scene, and 
that inspired me to start spray painting 
and working in the street.” 

“Leaving my day job a few years ago 
to paint full-time, was definitely the 
greatest highlight. I also love how much 
I’ve connected with people all over  
the world.”

She concluded: “I love the community 
here in Bruce Grove! It makes me happy to 
paint in the area where I live and hopefully 
bring some joy or inspiration to others.

Matt Dosa

Zabou



Marathon 
makers

Haringey’s youth get back  
on track at the 2021 Mini 

London Marathon
ast month, we at Haringey Sports 
Development were back with 
our youngsters competing in 
the largest road race for adults 

and youngsters in the world: The Mini 
London Marathon.

With only one months’ notice from the 
organisers, we held two cross country events 
for schools in Haringey, with a turnout of 
600 youngsters. Our team was selected with 
a maximum number of 18 girls and 18 boys 
aged between eleven and 17 years.

The Mini London Marathon was held 
on Sunday, 3rd October in central London, 
and it was important because since its con-
ception we have organised full teams from 
Haringey to compete in it. It’s an event that 
the youngsters love, as it leaves them and 
their parents with lasting memories.

I established Haringey Sports Development 
in 1992, using an electric typewriter, and 
with minimal funding from the Tottenham 
Grammar School Foundation. We gained 
charitable status two years later in 1994. 

Up until then, there had been a void in 
sports provision because Haringey Council 
had closed the borough’s sport development 
team ‘Community Action Sport’ in 1991, 
when it was faced with the need to make 
drastic budget reductions.

Today, Haringey Sports Development 
enjoys a high profile across the commu-
nity sports sector in London and is viewed 

L

BY BURK GRAVIS, CHARITY DIRECTOR, 
HARINGEY SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

externally as a success. The charity has a 
strong record of focusing our work on 
young people, and gaining achievements 
in London Youth Games by using sport 
development as a vehicle in Haringey and 
neighbouring areas. 

We set up clubs in the borough, increas-
ing participation and affecting young 
people’s attitudes towards improved 
lifestyle, as well as dealing with obesity 
and wellbeing. 

We also upskill young people toward 
gaining coaching qualifications in a vari-
ety of sports linked to the London Youth 
Games, enabling them to become ambas-
sadors in sport and volunteering oppor-
tunities, oftentimes leading to full, and 
part-time employment. 

Running the mini marathon this year 
was simply getting back to some sort 
of normality and, in a nutshell, it was a 
healthy activity that brought youngsters 
from schools across Haringey together to 
represent the borough with pride.

This year we ran under the slogan ‘Rise 
Up – the return’, a statement that showed 
we, in Haringey were rising out of the pan-
demic scenario. We currently place seventh 
in the Mini London Marathon, but we aim 
to achieve top five placing.

Our vision at Haringey Sport Develop-
ment includes building upon the success 
of the previous 26 years and expanding our 

sports programmes for young people across 
the borough.  We aim to establish long-term 
sustainability in all sports programmes that 
we deliver, and for sport to provide a frame-
work for local children and young people 
to develop key skills that will help them 
with future employment.

I have a passion for sport, and a belief that 
all young people should have the oppor-
tunity to take part in a variety of them. 

Increasing participation will ultimately lead 
to increased performance in Haringey, right 
through to international level; ensuring the 
legacy of the 2012 London Olympic Games, 
and further developing the belief in using 
sport development as a tool to encourage 
young people to be active and engaged.

For more information: haringeysports 
development.co.uk/events/mini-london-
marathon/
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Young mini marathon athletes All photos by Henry Jacobs
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Play time 
access

ublic spaces in our borough are 
unfortunately all too rare. They 
provide a welcoming space to 
learn and allow local groups to 

flourish. Libraries in particular must be 
valued as areas of education and a source 
of ideas and inspiration, embodying the 
best that we as a society can achieve.

Therefore, it was fantastic news that 
last month Muswell Hill Library cele-
brated its 90th birthday. We have made 
it one of our priorities to ensure that the 
library has survived closure through years 
of cuts, avoiding the fate of hundreds of 
libraries around the country.

What’s more, alongside residents and 
library friends’ groups, we as your council-
lors have continually fought for additional 

funds to improve the library. 
We have worked closely 

with the council and are 
delighted that they have 
now supported much 
of what we have been 
asking for − not only 
accepting the real need 
to enhance the space, 

but also ensuring equal 
access for all with a new 

lift and toilets.
However, we recognise that 

just providing public spaces for our 
communities is not enough: people need 
continuing support. 

It is for this reason that we have cham-
pioned a neighbourhood support officer 
to develop ideas and funding for our local 
small businesses. It has been an extraordi-
narily difficult time for businesses, hit by 
the effects of the pandemic and repeated 
lockdowns, and more recently the dread-
ful flooding that hit our area. It is now 
time for the council to step up. Part of 
what makes Muswell Hill unique is our 
local traders, and we will do everything 
we can to retain that character.

The other main campaign we have been 
running recently has been around keep-
ing our tennis courts in Priory Park, and 
indeed around the rest of the borough, 
free for public use. Late last year, Liberal 
Democrats successfully fought off Labour 
plans to privatise the courts, which would 
have removed free access for players.

Now however, the council has tried to 
push through its privatisation, without 
consulting residents. They’ve entered 
into a contract with a company, which 
is being allowed to run private lessons at 
peak times. This takes the courts out of 
public use at the times most people want 
to use them, and we’re concerned the 
council might hand over even more time 
slots. If you want to let us know what you 
think of these changes, then have your say: 
ldharingey.nationbuilder.com/tennis_courts

Peak time access
Muswell Hill ward 

councillor, Pippa Connor 
discusses the importance 

of our public spaces

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN

P

Cllr Pippa Connor
LibDem councillor 
Muswell Hill ward

Email pippa.
connor@haringey.

gov.uk Disney Musicals comes  
to Devonshire Hill

Royal recognition

evonshire Hill Primary 
School is  one of  f ive 
London primary schools 
shortlisted and successfully 

accepted on to a three-year music and 
performing arts programme called 
Disney Musicals in Schools.

The programme embeds the art of 
musical theatre into primary educa-
tion, while developing collaboration 
amongst pupils, teachers, parents, gov-
ernors and the wider community. 

Starting this month, the unique 
opportunity strengthens skills in act-
ing, singing, dancing, prop making, and 
other backstage skills. The children will 
develop confidence, enhance their speak-
ing and listening, and will also learn 
how to collaborate with their peers. 

ospel Temple Apostolic 
Church has been presented 
with the 2021 Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Ser-

vice, for the charitable work it does at 
the Tottenham Food Hub.

The ceremony took place in Septem-
ber at Westminster Abbey, where the 
team was commended for their work 
during the pandemic last year.

During the lockdown, Tottenham 
Food Hub delivered food parcels to 

D
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Rehearsals run over 17 weeks and 
will culminate in a performance of a 
Disney KIDS production both in school 
and in a special showcase performance 
on a West End stage in March 2022. 

Devonshire Hill teacher, Ms Geor-
giades said: “This is the perfect 
opportunity for children in our local 
community to experience the wonders 

those in isolation at home, also provid-
ing telephone support and counselling, 
which helped to reduce social isolation.

Reverend Jason Young, founder of 
the Tottenham Food Hub, said: “This 
award means a lot to us because it rec-
ognises at a national level what we do 

of London and express themselves on 
a grand stage, especially after the chal-
lenges faced by schools in 2020. 

“The staff and children are really 
excited to take part in this amazing 
project and are looking forward to 
continuing this in future years.”

Devonshire Hill has appointed its 
very own dedicated team who will 
work closely with the Disney profes-
sionals. Ms Georgiades is on this team 
and cannot wait to get started. 

in the local community. 
“We have received local, borough and 

county-wide recognition, but we have 
never received national recognition 
until now. We were honoured to be part 
of a group of organisations up and down 
the UK, dedicated to help, care for and 
uplift others in need through selfless 
acts of kindness, compassion and love, 
especially during the pandemic.” 

Over the next twelve months, Totten-
ham Food Hub will be working towards 
developing its leadership, consolidating 
its volunteer department, and provid-
ing training and development that will 
equip the people using its services to sus-
tain their lives spiritually and practically.

The staff and children 
are really excited 

to take part in this 
amazing project

All Disney Musicals in Schools updates 
will be shared on the schools Twitter 
page @DevonhshireHill and website: 
devonshirehill.haringey.sch.uk

For more information about 
Disney Musicals in Schools: 
Visit disneymusicalsinschools.com 

Gospel Temple Apostolic 
Church awarded Queen’s 

Award for Voluntary Service

Disney Musicals in Schools at The Lyceum Credit Alex Brenner

Receiving the award Credit Brian Russell
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Tottenham based charity wins  
largest national charity award

Literacy support needed to get 
Haringey children back on track

Turkish Cypriot Community Association  
awarded Third Sector Award

urkish Cypriot Com-
munity Association 
(TCCA) has  been 
named the ‘Covid-19: 

Frontline Team of the Year’ at 
this year’s Third Sector Awards.

The award comes after the 
charity went above and beyond 
throughout the pandemic to 
coordinate the delivery of 
food packages, support local 
vaccination programmes, offer 
bereavement counselling and 
online health checks, plus 
much more across communi-
ties in the UK.

The charity, which was 
founded in 1976 to provide 
support to Turkish speakers 
in the UK, is now the largest 
charity of its kind and offers 
cultural, linguistic, and reli-
gious support to elderly and 
vulnerable people in need. The 
overall goal is to increase vul-
nerable individuals’ quality of 
life and equip them with the 
skills and knowledge needed 
to survive without having to 
accept government benefits.  

At the start of the pan-
d e m i c , TCCA  s t a r t e d  t o 
receive a  high volume of 
calls from people who were 
struggling with self-isolating, 

Haringey Coun-
cil  report from 
April highlighted 
young people’s 

learning loss f igures which 
revealed  that  Haringey ’s 
pupils are some of the worst 
hit in London.

Literacy rates for children 
starting school at the critical 
transition moment into sec-
ondary schools, and for school 
leavers too, are dropping with 
less than 50% of Tottenham and 
Northumberland Park 16-year-
olds achieving a good pass at 
GCSE in English. 

Literacy has long been under-
stood to be critical to children’s 
success at school, at all levels and 
in all subjects. With the new 
school year underway, teachers 
across the borough will be feel-
ing the impact of school building 
closures from over the past year.

T

A

unemployment or bereave-
ment. Within a day, the char-
ity had mobilised a team of 
volunteers to provide the 
support and care required by 
those in the Turkish commu-
nity and beyond.

Literacy Pirates is working 
with local schools in and around 
Tottenham to address the prob-
lem, providing 120 children 
aged 9–12 years-old with vital 

Working alongside volunteers, 
local councils and eleven other 
charities, TCCA was able to pro-
vide a much-needed lifeline to its 
community. In total, TCCA deliv-
ered 7,600 food parcels to 600 
homes and prescriptions to more 

catch-up support through its 
after-school literacy programme. 

In a pirate-themed learning 
centre in Tottenham, volunteers 
are working with teachers to  

than 100 people. 
TCCA also provided hot 

meals to three hospitals, four 
care homes, two f ire stations, 
ten community centres and 
a local police station. Despite 
limitations at the height of the 

create a joyful experience of read-
ing and writing, to improve skills 
and put the joy back into reading.  

There is a real and growing 
need for programmes that 

pandemic, TCCA was able to 
quickly set up new services and 
initiatives that served its com-
munities in a time of great need. 

This rapid response impressed 
judges at the recent Third Sec-
tor Awards who stated that they 
were impressed by the range  
of new services the team devel-
o p e d  a n d  p ra i s e d 
the TCCA’s “agility.” 

In January of 
this year, TCCA 
also received 
t h e  H a r -
ingey Impact 
Award, and 
C E O  E r i m 
M e t t o  w a s 
presented with 
t h e  H a r i n g e y  
Hero award.

Hornsey and Wood Green 
MP, Catherine West said: “I 
want to thank everyone for 
the fantastic work that you 
are doing and support for 
the community, particularly 
during this especially diff i-
cult and challenging last year 
or so. I am so pleased that 
the work you carry out day 
after day for older and vul-
nerable people has achieved 
this recognition.”

address the learning loss caused 
by the pandemic. Literacy 
Pirates needs residents’ support 
to operate successfully, partic-
ularly requiring more local 
volunteers. Volunteers need no 
prior experience as training and 
support is provided throughout 
each session. The volunteers act 
as reading and writing buddies, 
and relatable role models. 

CEO of the Literacy Pirates, 
Jude Williams said: “Volunteers 
are critical to our success. Like 
all volunteering, it’s two ways. 
The children get the one-to-one 
support to practice their reading 
and writing. The volunteers get 
to meet incredible children, have 
fun and often feel inspired to 
do their own creative writing!”

To find out how you can sup-
port Haringey children, visit the 
Literacy Pirates website: www.
literacypirates.org/volunteer 

Despite limitations at the height of the pandemic, TCCA 
was able to quickly set up new services and initiatives

TCCA Team Covid Credit TCCA

A volunteer and young pirate read a graphic novel together (left) and a young pirate (right) Credit Literacy Pirates
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Established for over 98 years!

Call 0208 808 2812  
or free on 0800 731 1923

Email michelleb@wedgegroup.co.uk
Visit www.birdandwedge.co.uk

• New roofs and repairs • Loft Conversions
• Extensions and renovations • New kitchens 

and bathrooms • Garage conversions 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING, 
LOFT CONVERSION AND 

BUILDING WORKS

Free, no 
obligation 
quotations

Storm  
damage 
repairs

Advertisement

New London-wide newsletter

BUBBLEWRAP

Bubblewrap is a new weekly newsletter 
showcasing the best stories produced  
by London’s independent community  
media publications. Sign up to stay  

informed about what’s going on across  
all corners of the capital.

Visit eepurl.com/hzm9XD

Local news brought to 
you by local journalists

netzeroharingey

Haringey Council’s 
Community Carbon Fund 
is now open, with a total 
pot of £90,000 available for 
community groups with 
ideas for how to reduce 
carbon in the borough!

Visit www.haringey.gov.uk/community-carbon-fund or scan the QR code for more 
details and to apply. Applications close at midnight on 7 January 2022.

Do you have ideas for projects to 
reduce Haringey’s carbon emissions?
 Want to make your community 
projects more sustainable?

Call Klaudia 07732 000 430 Email klaudia@socialspider.com
Interested in advertising with us? Get in contact:
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It was on Monday morning; 
heading to H&H, Crouch End
walking up Park Road to meet 
with Joy, my friend

I stepped forward with my left foot; 
the slab wobbled all around
I felt myself thrown forward, 
then I hit the ground
The next thing I know, I’m coming round
I had passed right out
I am in a lot of pain, of that 
there is no doubt

An off-duty police woman takes 
me to the hospital in her car
ushered into a wheelchair 
and treated like a star
It’s not a big surprise, my 
ankle is sprained, again
The wrist on the other hand, 
has taken all the strain

My radius has gone snap
they set it several times
But, to fix it properly, it needs 
something that binds

I am kept in overnight, my bed 
on the ward comes late
Taken to theatre in the morning, 
they insert a metal plate
I awaken in recovery, first transfer 
to Coyle, that evening
After two days without food, 
I’m so happy to be eating

Now it’s Wednesday morning, the 
op couldn’t have gone better
physical therapy assesses me, I’m 
issued with a giant zimmer

The nurses are very nice here, 
but I can’t wait to go home
I can’t play any mobile games because 
I gave to the nurse, my phone
I’ve been doing my puzzle book, 
pondering holiday plans,
written rhyme, stories, word 
games, all with my left hand

The thing that takes the most time, 
is arranging a package of care
I know my home is in a mess
But, I’d still rather be there.

Falling, sprawling, all of you
scattered, in tatters, shattered 
at the marathon,
you view the azure you flew through –
like fidgeting pigeons itching 
for a bridge that’s gone.
Nothing another does can 
un-propel what’s shone,
as truth upon the soothing dunes,
that things are different, 
drifting into and upon
the present – spent on crescent moons.
Plus suns unwondered at in Junes,
Julys and Augusts - rising, 
falling, flying, stalling,
plunging, lunging into swoons...
Too late for change, a strange 
belated fate is calling;
sup the soup that youth soon spoons.

The rhyme of  
the broken wrist

Even to kings  
it comes
By Terry Egan

By Jill Raines

POETRY

Karin Lock reviews Bad Blood by John Carreyrou
ealth scandals in the UK 
are always big news. From 
dodgy PCR test results to 
unauthorised lobbying for 

pandemic contracts; from vaccine pro-
motion by ‘expert’ shareholders to the 
wholesale selling of NHS medical data; 
these last two years have been eventful.  
But across the Atlantic an even bigger 
fraud is having its day in court.

Bad Blood is the work of Wall Street 
Journal reporter John Carreyrou who 
spent more than three years research-
ing and writing about Theranos, a 2003 
Silicon Valley start-up. The book con-
cerns the incredible story of its founder 
Elizabeth Holmes, the world’s youngest 
millionaire and most successful female 
entrepreneur. Her bio-tech business 
was valued at £6.5 billion. 

Coming out of the dot com millen-
nium bubble (where internet compa-
nies sold for stratospheric sums only to 
crash months later), Theranos was built 
on a unique claim. Its “cutting-edge 
blood-testing system” could diagnose 
many diseases with a few drops of 
blood on a finger stick. This was a 
massive revolution in drugs testing 
and patient care. 

The book opens in 2006 and all is 
not well at Theranos headquarters. 
Returning from a business trip to 
demonstrate their product to Novar-
tis, a giant European drug company, 
some employees are having doubts. 
The blood-testing machine did not 
work prior to the live demo so they 
were forced to fiddle the results. Eth-
ically, they feel compromised.

As the story unfolds, a company cul-
ture of paranoid secrecy and deliberate 
subterfuge is revealed. Dave Eggers’ 
brilliant novel The Circle illustrated 

H the detrimental working practices of 
tech valley but Theranos take it to 
another level.  Staff are bullied and 
overworked, and those that challenge 
management are sacked and made to 
sign non-disclosure agreements.

Most fascinating is the character of 
Elizabeth Holmes herself.  The author 
delves into her background, revealing 
a family history of lost wealth (her 
ancestors were once America’s richest 
family). Growing up in Washington, 
surrounded by affluence, Holmes’ 
ruthless ambition is no surprise. So 

starts a career where political connec-
tions are carefully cultivated.

Whilst studying chemical engineer-
ing at Stanford University, 19-year-old 
Holmes drops out to start her business. 
Her first patent is “an arm patch that 
would simultaneously diagnose med-
ical conditions and treat them”. This 
evolves into a machine resembling 
an iPhone. Reinventing herself as a 
female Steve Jobs, Holmes now dresses 
in black and speaks in a deep baritone.

Part of the narrative’s intrigue is 
the sheer audacity of the directors 
(Holmes’ ex-boyfriend Sunny Balwani 
is also implicated). Their duped inves-
tors include family friends, the rich 
and famous, the US army, Safeway and 
Walgreens. Most empathy is directed 
towards employees (whose hard work 
came to nothing) and patients (whose 
illnesses were misdiagnosed).

Bad Blood is a searing indictment 
of this new breed of start-up named 
“unicorns”. Instead of public listing on 
the stock market and raising funds by 
selling shares, unicorns receive private 
money and avoid public scrutiny. How-
ever, thanks to Carreyrou’s investigative 
journalism, Holmes and Balwani may 
be imprisoned for up to 20 years in the 
biggest fraud case in history.

Like the cult classic Dark Alliance, 
this book is perfect film material (with 
a TV series also in the pipeline). It has 
the pace and excitement of a thriller, 
and an anti-hero whose hubristic arro-
gance and self-delusion are her neme-
sis. By exploring the dangers of hype 
and hyperbole, Bad Blood exposes the 
vulnerability of a system that thrives 
on discovering the next ‘big thing’. 
Holmes’ fall from grace is a cautionary 
tale for our tech-obsessed times.

Holmes’ fall from 
grace is a cautionary 

tale for our tech-
obsessed times

Bloody downfall
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For Prospective 
Reception and Primary 
places now & for 
September 2022

Contact us to see our 
outstanding school

Open Mornings

Visit our website for further information  
www.harristottenham.org.uk

View our film here

Harris Academy  
Tottenham Ashley Road N17 9LN  

020 3772 4243   
info@harristottenham.org.uk
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Play time 
accessctober was a fruitful month for 

Tottenham Hotspur Women. 
They made it four wins out 
of four in the WSL with a 2- 0 

away victory against Leicester City Women. 
Tottenham made the breakthrough when 
Leicester goalkeeper Kirstie Levell failed to 
clear from a corner and Rachel Williams was 
left to fire into the net. 

Early into the second half Kit  
Graham picked out Ria 
Percival in space but her 
effort was tame. Percival 
won the ball back and 
fired just off target from 
25 yards out. Spurs 
continued to spurn 
good opportunities as 
Graham screwed wide 
from point-blank range. 
The away side eventually 
doubled their lead in the clos-
ing minutes when a counter-attack 
ended with Angela Addison slotting home. 

Tottenham’s 100% start to the WSL cam-
paign came to an end with a 2-1 defeat at 
Brighton & Hove Albion Women. Brighton 
had the better of the play in the opening 
stages. Inessa Kaagman hit the crossbar for 
the home side. Geummin Lee opened the 
scoring with a well-struck shot inside the area. 

Brighton came close to doubling their 
lead when Danielle Carter rattled the top 
of the crossbar. Tottenham were reduced to 
ten players when Rachel Williams picked up 
a second yellow for her challenge on Fliss 
Gibbons. Victoria Williams added Brighton’s 
second late on when she poked in from a cor-
ner. Spurs hit back immediately through Kit 
Graham but were unable to find an equaliser. 

Spurs started the Continental League Cup 
group stage with a comfortable win against 
Charlton Athletic Women. Josie Green 
wasted a good chance early on when she mis-
hit her shot with only Charlton goalkeeper 
Eartha Cumings to beat. Spurs came close to 
taking the lead when Angela Addison headed 
back across goal and hit the post. 

Tottenham’s pressure told and they took 
the lead early in the second half when Addi-
son found Tang Jiali, who poked home from 
close range. In the final ten minutes Spurs 
developed a good team move which ended 
with Kit Graham shooting straight at Cum-
ings. Tottenham tired in injury time and were 
given a late scare when Charlton’s Mia Ross 
rose above her marker and managed to get 
a header on target. 

Spurs Women manager Rehanne Skinner 
will be pleased with her team’s work. They 
have built upon their strong start and are 
third in the WSL table. The foundation of 
their success has been their sturdy defence. 
Captain Shelina Zadorsky has marshalled a 
back-line that has only conceded three goals 
in five WSL games. Goal-scoring remains an 
issue but Tottenham have been a creative 
force most of the season and will be confident 
that it’s only a matter of time before their 
finishing improves. 

ottenham Hotspur have 
endured a tumultuous 
period. They drew with 
Rennes in their first Europa 

Conference League group game, and 
didn’t play well. Spurs twice had to 
come from behind, with a late strike 
by Pierre-Emile Højbjerg rescuing 
them a point. 

Spurs suffered a 3-0 home defeat to 
London rivals Chelsea. After an even 
first half, they physically wilted and 
were outclassed. Thiago Silva headed 
in from a corner before N’Golo Kante 
fired in a deflected strike. Chelsea 
missed numerous chances to add a 
third until Antonio Rudiger scored 
in injury time. 

Tottenham secured a victory in their 
Carabao Cup third round tie at Wolver-
hampton Wanderers. 
Spurs dominated the 
first half, with goals 
coming from Harry 
Kane and Tanguy 
Ndombele. Leander 
Dendoncker headed 
in from a corner to 
reduce the deficit. 
Wolves then equal-
ised through Daniel 
Podence. The game 
finished level in 
normal time and 
went to a penalty 
shoot-out. Three of 
Tottenham’s four 
takers scored whilst 
three of Wolves’ tak-
ers missed. Conor 
Coady’s miss secured 
Tottenham’s progress 
to the fourth round.

Spurs then thrashed  

Spurs Women off 
to strong start

O

T
Kit Graham, 

taken in 2019
Credit Katie 

Chan/Creative 
Commons

BY HARAN NARESH

NS Mura at home in the Europa Con-
ference League. Dele Alli and Giovani 
Lo Celso both scored inside the first 
ten minutes. NS Mura pulled a goal 
back through Ziga Kous. Spurs lost 
their way early in the second half, 
prompting Nuno Espirito Santo to 
bring on Harry Kane, Son Heung-min 
and Lucas Moura. This proved to be 
an inspired decision as Kane would 
go on to score a hat-trick.

Tottenham were dominated by 
Arsenal in the North London derby. 

Arsenal blitzed their rivals and took 
an early lead through Emile Smith 
Rowe. Spurs were being torn apart 
and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
doubled Arsenal’s tally. The Gunners 
added a third when Bukayo Saka 
swept home. Tottenham delivered 
an improved second half display and 
got a late consolation through Son.

Spurs ended their winless league run 
with a victory over Aston Villa. Pierre-
Emile Højbjerg opened the scoring 
with a cool finish. Villa exerted pressure 
at the beginning of the second half and 
Ollie Watkins scored the equaliser. Tot-
tenham responded well and restored 
their lead almost immediately with a 
tap-in from Lucas Moura. Spurs saw the 
game out with some solid defending.

Tottenham’s recent performances 
have caused Espirito 
Santo’s position to 
come under threat. 
Spurs have often 
lacked a clear strat-
egy in games. Harry 
Kane has only one 
Premier League goal 
to his name at time 
of going to press. In 
attack, the team is 
heavily reliant on 
individual brilliance 
whilst defensively 
they seem extremely 
vulnerable. However, 
a switch in formation 
from 4-3-3 to 4-2-
3-1 brought out an 
improved showing 
against Aston Villa 
and could signal  
the start of a corner 
being turned. 

Nuno under pressure  
as Spurs struggle

A switch in formation... 
could signal the start of 
a corner being turned  

BY HARAN NARESH

Harry Kane celebrates after scoring one of his three  
goals against NS Mura, at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium  

Credit Tottenham Hotspur/ Getty Images

Pierre-Emile Højbjerg gives Tottenham Hotspur the lead  
against Aston Villa at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium  

Credit Tottenham Hotspur/ Getty Images



Support independent
local journalism

Here at Haringey Community Press 
we do things differently. We combine 
professional journalism with voluntary 
contributions from people who live and 
work in the borough and create content 
which is responsive to and reflective of  
the community.

These are challenging times for print 
media with many newspapers closing and 
advertising revenue in decline, but our not-
for-profit model offers a new approach to 
creating local journalism which is inclusive 
and accountable.

What we do

How you can help
As a not-for-profit publication we 
rely on the generous support of our 
community. We look to our readers, 
who recognise the value of independent 
journalism, to help support us.

You can do this by becoming a member 
either as an individual or as an 
organisation. See the rewards opposite 
and once you’ve decided what package 
you would like, visit our website: 
haringeycommunitypress.co.uk/membership

Individual rewards

Organisational rewards
£10 per month:
Name in print and online,  
10% discount on advertising

£20 per month:
Name and logo in print and online,  
20% discount on advertising

£50 per month:
Name and logo in print and online, 
40% discount, six free small adverts 
per year

£3 per month upwards:
Name in print and online, pin badge

£5 per month upwards:
Name in print and online, pin 
badge, tote bag, paper posted to 
you every month

Members
Lynda Jessopp, Michael Buchanan, Susie Fairweather, Peter Corley, Ole Hedemann, Andrew Leimdorfer, Amanda Lillywhite, Caesar Gordon, 

Susan Moyse, Cherry McAskill, Ed Anderton, Karin Lock, Sarah Moore, Robert Lindsay-Smith, Alice Kemp-Habib, Mark Adams, Neil & Julie Le 
Milliere, Emily Darko, Quentin Given, Adzowa Kwabla-Oklikah, Ann Walsh, Harshavardhan Bhat, Diana Shelley, Emmie Robson, Nasser Baston, 
Jean Gray, Nick Farrer, Rennah Satsuki Mills, Mick Egan, Adam Saltiel, Christina Egan, Joe Culleton, Peter Richards, Joe Reeve, Alyson Bradley, 

Orla Falls, A Fairer Chance CIC, Fiona Brindle, Lila Wisbeach, Ben Rider, Carsten Jung, Andrew Johnston, Julian Giddings, Juliane Heider, Niv 
Hachlili, Cathy and Greg Abbott, Neville Collins, Sally Sturgeon, Narmada Thiranagama, Ruth Valentine, Matthew Dickinson, Dexter Coles


