
 

FOREST LORE OF THE MAORI 

THE BELL-BIRD OR KORIMAKO  

 

The Bell-bird or Korimako: 

The bell-bird (Anthomis melanura), the korimako, makomako, kopara, 

rearea, etc. of the Maori. Of a fluent, graceful speaker, or an admired singer 

the Maori would say: He rite ki te kopara e ko nei i te ata. (It is like the bell-

bird singing at dawn.) When, in 1839, the the late Major Heaphy camped for a 

night in the forest about the head-waters of the Orongorongo stream, he heard 

a chorus of which he wrote: "The only sound worth noticing was the beautiful 

melody, towards morning, of the bell-birds. Thousands of these were singing 

together, and, probably by some auricular delusion, the sound seemed to 

arrange itself into scales, like peals of bells running down octaves. As the sun 

rose the music ceased altogether." When J. C. Crawford was at Karatia, on the 

Whanganui river in December, 1861, he wrote as follows: "The concert of bell-

birds here and elsewhere on the river surpassed anything of the kind which I 

had previously heard." 

 

New Zealand bellbird: 

The New Zealand bellbird (Anthornis melanura), also known by 

its Māori names korimako and makomako, is 

a passerine bird endemic to New Zealand. It has greenish colouration and is 

the only living member of the genus Anthornis. The bellbird forms a 

significant component of the famed New Zealand dawn chorus of bird 

song that was much noted by early European settlers. The explorer Captain 

Cook wrote of its song "it seemed to be like small bells most exquisitely 

tuned".[2] Its bell-like song is sometimes confused with that of the tui. The 

species is common across much of New Zealand and its offshore islands as 

well as the Auckland Islands. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passerine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemism_in_birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dawn_chorus_(birds)#New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_vocalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_vocalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_bellbird#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tui_(bird)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auckland_Islands

